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THE EINTOAN BEACON TELEGRAPH. 
' Cory of a Joint Dispatch to the Taotai 


3 from all the Consuls, dated July 7th 


* (1869. ; 


,.. Tae undersigned foreign Consuls in 
Shanghai, have received a letter from the 
Chairman of the Chamber of Commerce. 

, follows:— ieee 

'. “This Chamber is informed by the Com- 
/missioner uf Customs, that there are mate- 
‘rials now at the Custom House sufticient 
for the construction ofa line of telegraph 

) from Shanghai to the Kin-toan Beacon, and. 
, that while there would be little difficulty 

in the working of such a line by the Cus- 

toms and Harbor Master's departments, 

those services would be materially aided b 


‘it, as affording a means of rapid communi- 


jcation with the Light-house or Light-ship 


stores or assistance; and for reporting the 
arrivals aud departures of vessels. . The 
| general shipping of the port would be equal- 
i ly benefited by these advantages; but the 
} most important use of the telegraph would 
be to make known wrecks or the grounding 


avoidable.” 


— 
“The channel between the Block-hotise: 


shoal and the South shore is very narrow, 
}and the shoal is rapidly growing, and in 


ible to judye accurately of the distance 

rom either shore; vessels are conseqtiently 
frequently grounding, causing delay, strain- 
ingof the ships, and liability to loss by 


~-| damage of cargoes, and in eome intances to 


zo 


a il ee ee a eT a a Lee Foie RMI tN fon ata HA kt, Dae intel 


» tee 


total wreck with a sacrilice of life. In 
these cases, timely assistance would be the 
means of saving nuch valuable property, 
and on some occasions the lives of the 
crews.” 

*“ During the present year tea vessels have 
grounded in the neighbourhood, in one case 
four lives were lost.” 

**It is doubtless needless for the Chamber 
to enlarge further upon the utility of the 
establishment of the communication, as its 
advantages will be fully recognized by the 


in case of accident, or of their requiring 


of vessels, which the dangers of the entrance} 
‘to the Yangtaze renders sometimes un-} 


| thick or even hazy weather it is almost im- . 


Consular body; but the Chinese authorities, 


may not be alive to them upiegs the matter 
jis urged upon them in a manner calculated 
to engage their attention.” 
' ‘The undersigned (Consuls) approve and 
commend the sense of pbigjotter. Many ves- 
| eels, bedwnative and foreign fréquént this 


“ port, the expanse of water at the mouth of }- 


the Yangtsze is great. In same places there 
are shoals, and in other places the channel 
is narrow and the navigation intricate, It 
' thus happens that some vessels are wrecked, 
‘and that othersare saved only by great 
exertions, or the timely arrival of aid. The 
proposed telegraph would strike the river 


,at a point distant more than forty miles’ 


from Shanghai, and where the navigation is 


which a wide view of the river can be had. 
By using the telegraph, Shanghai would be 
brought into instantaneous communication 
with the Beacon, and beyond doubt much 
property and many lives would be saved in 
consegnence, for in this way succor woul 
be instantly despatched; while, as matte 
now are, hours are likely to elapse before 
| news of disaster reaches us. We therefore 


—_—_ & 


| peculiarly difficult. At the point proposed, ” 
|moreover, these already exists a lofty light-| 
: house known as the Kintoan Beacon, from 


| ernment 


jask you to co-operate with us in procuring | 
| the permission of the government for the | 


_| erection of such a line of telegraph. 
| Whether this should be done at the ex- 


pense of the government or of the foreign 
community, or conjointly, and the char- 
acter of the regulations are minor matters, | 
which may be determined after the gov- 


terms. 


7 
- 


mn! permission in one case, does not 


You will understand that this proposition | 
should stand or fall on its merits, as all 
other propositions should. The we of 


government to give assent in another case. | 
t We have, &c., 
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Minutes of a geen oy at Her Majesty’s 
Consulate on the 24th day of July, 
1869. 

Present.—Consul General for Italy, Con- 
sul for Great Britain, Consul General for 
North Germany, Consul forthe Netherlands. 
Acting Consul General for France, Vice 
Consul for Spain, U. 8. Consul General. 

A dispatch from the Municipal Council 
inclosing memorandum on, and estimates 
for repairs of outside roads was read. 
Messrs. Medhurst and Seward from the 
Consul’s Committee having the subject in 
charge, reported that the information given 
was insufficient for the purpose for which 
it had been requested, and that they had 
asked for additional information, which 
will be submitted to the Authorities at once, 
when it is received. 

The draft of a letter in response to the 
Tautai’s letter in the matter of the Kintoan 


telegraph proposition, was agreed on. 
(Signed.) L. V‘GNALE. 
‘ T. Krogs. 
wt W. H. Mepuursr. 
‘s —ANNECKE:, 
Pour le Consul General de Fratice, em- 
péché, Ditton. 
F. pre SERRA. 
Vice Consul de Espagne. 
Gro. F. Sewarp. 


Shanghai, 24th July, 1869, 


His Excellency, Tv, 
Taotai of Shanghar. 

Srr,—The undersigned Consuls have the 
honor to acknowledge the receipt of your 
rejoinder, under date the 19th instant, on 
the subject of a proposed telegraph line be- 
tween this place and the Kintoan Beacon. 

They regret that they cannot express 
their satisfaction at the nature of the con- 
clusion at which you have arrived. 

That the grounds upon which this con- 
clusion are based are of a purely specula- 
tive character, has been abundantly proved 
by actual experience in this very settle- 
ment, where, as you are aware, lines of 
telegraphic wires have for months past run 


o 


over the heads of Foreigners and Chinese 
alike, and im many instances are actually 
attached to their dwelling houses, without 
having caured any deleterious effect or in- 
fluence whatever. An objection such as 
that of ‘‘Féng-shuy” should not at any 
rate be allowed to have any weight as 
against a scheme for the protection of life 
and property, and of important commercial 
interests, which formed the subject of the 
representation made to you. 

The precedent of Mr. Reynold’s case, 
which you quote in support of your theory 
as to the objectionable character of tele- 
graphs is moreover so erroneously adduced 
as to be inapplicable as an argument. It 
is not the fact that the posts were clandes- 
tinely planted. Mr. Reynold’s operations 
were at the time notorious to the general 
public. He began with the Pootung bank 
of the river, it is true, but he succeeded in 
laying the whole line 227 posts, as far as 
the Beacon, a distance of sixteen miles, 
and he occupied three weeks in the work. 
during all which period he encountered no 
interference nor molestation of any kind 
either from the people or the Authorities. 
The pusts were eventually removed in one 
night, but for what reason or at whose ins- 
tigation has not yet been proved. 

The Consuls would prefer accepting the 
latter part of your letter as affording the 


truest exposition of the state of the case, 


and inferring therefrom that your honor- 
able government objects to the indiscrimin- 
ate introduction of telegraphs just at pre- 
sent, on the grounds of inexpediency. 

In this view of the case, whilst regret- 
ting their failure to receive your support, 
they propose to bring the matter to the no- 
tice of their several Ministers resident at 
Peking, and to request them to recém- 
mend the adoption of the scheme which 
they have at heart, as a purely exceptional 
measure, in the interest of the foreign and 
native shipping resorting to this port. 

With renewed expressions of their consi- 
deration, The undersigned have the honor 
to be. 


Your obedient Servants. 
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Tue French authorities, having indicated that they will not join in a formal promulgation of the Revised 
Land Regulations, until all other states concerned accept the regulations set up by the French governinent 
for the so called French concession, the moment is an appropriate one to consider whether the members 
of the commercial community at this port should not urge on the ministers the propriety of asking the 
several governinents to invite the Frenth to lay aside their assumptions, and to take up their fornier 
position in thé cosmopolitan control of the police and other municipal institutions of the place. 


f. 
A review is necessary of the conditions ynder which both sets of land regulations have come into 


existence. : ae 
Regulations of some sort were required, 


use those of the country could not be applied to 
foreigners, Who by treaty ment remaiti underthe control of their own authotities, On the other 
hand, the indifference of the Chinese to such mattety rendered it at once a necéésity for foreigners 
themselves to make roads and landing places, to light, cleanse and drain their settlement, to establish a 
police, and to raise a revenue for those objects by ah equitable assessment. 

The first step was ds follows:—Iit 1846; just after the port was opened, the local Chinese officer 
for foreign affairs afd thé British cotisul; then the only regularly constituted foreign consul here, 
togétlier surveyed and set off; for the tise of British residents; the plot of ground between the Yang- 
kingpatig aiid the Suvelisw creck, and dgreed upon ceftain rules which should be enforced wpon all 
foreigners living within these limits. Two of these rules; viz:—XIV and XXIH, give the British 
consul authority over the résidénts of othér nations to the extent of obliging them to apply to him if 

they waited laid, atid to subtiit to his jurisdi¢tion in cases of dispute coming urider the regulations. 

At tliat time the groand row ovceupied by the Fretich settlémenit and extending a third of a mile 

~~~ from the Yang-king-pang to the city walls, was a densely populated Chinese suburb; the centre of the 
Chinése trade, atid therfore the plot of growid; nearly three fourths of a mile wide; thus appropriated by 
the British consul inoliided all the desitablé lind then available for foréign mercantile houses. Beyond 
the Soochow creek, @ wilt stream, the leeility is tob distant for bisiness establishments. 

The residesits of other nations thérefofe were Compeliéd fo take grounil within the so called English 
sofivession, but, relymg ont the rights  Sebturéd’ to thém by treaties which in positive terms allow them 
to rent land diracthy frott Chiiiese owriors without intervention ot restriction, and also place them under 
the dathority of their own futional fepteseiitatives for all disputes or offeneés; they refused fo acknowledge 
the pretensions of the English consul under this local arrangement. | 
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In consequence, the English authorities after a few years, abandoned these pretensions unreservedly, . 
as judicious in themselves, and as so contrary to the words as well as the spirit of the treaties that 
they could not be enforced. 

In 1849 however, before this was definitely settled, the French consul M. de Montigny obtained 
from the Chinese local officer a similar concession, with the objectionable clauses in the same words, 
of the land between the Yang-king-pang and the city walls, containing on the river bank the busy 
Chinese suburb already mentioned. Neither the English nor the French grant gave the consul any 
power over Chinese subjects. 

He proceeded immediately to exercise his newly acquired powers, but within a few weeks the 
inutility of the grant was proved by the successful resistance of an American, who had purchased land 
in the rear, and who, by the aid of his consul, forced the Tautai to issue his title deeds through the 
American consulate, 

The English settlement increased in importance, the French remaining undeveloped, chiefly because 
the eligible portion—the river bank—was occupied by the Chinese suburb, and the land was thus too 
costly thr foreign purchase. 

By 1854 the interests involved in the maintenance of good order were so great and the municipal 
arrangements so insufficient, that need arose for more perfect regulations, and all the consuls of that 
day, including the English and the French, jomed in a comprehensive scheme, the representatives of 
those two great powers abandoning entirely and without reservations, all their previous pretensions to 
any exclusive rights or jurisdiction over any portion of the two plots in question. 

Upon the so called English ground we are to-day administering our municipal government under 
that scheme. 

The experience of fifteen years, however, has developed defects which have led to a revision, and 
the Revised Land Regulations now under consideration are the result of the action of the community in 
this direction. People of all nationalities were invited to join in the revision, and to all governments 
interested, including the French, the revised code has been referred for approval and acceptance. 


II. 


But a change has meantime taken place 1 in the French plot. 

In the civil war the suburb on the river bank was destroyed by fire, and by various measures, the 
French authorities caused the whole of the river bank to pass into foreign ownership. As the frontage. 
here has the deepest water of the whole foreign settlement and is also the nearest to the native city, it 
is in natural advantages the choice locality of the place, and the French naturally expected it would 
immediately rival its neighbour across the Yang-king-pang. : 

In 1862, which was soon after the last appropriation siti heninns moi extending the area 
of French ground, the French consul established a separate council, and thenceforward, reverting to the 
original design, abandoned in 1854, they have persistently attempted to enforce F rench control within 
the so-called French limits. 

In 1866 the present French regulations were issued, which definitely put all municipal affairs, 


whether affecting foreigners or Chinese, under French control, setting aside both the rights of the Chinese 


emperor over his subjects, and those of other residents under their respective treaties. 

These regulations and a translation will be found printed in the appendix. It will be observed that 
though a council is allowed, all real power is in the hands of the French consul-general, who is only 
responsible to his superiors. The regulations are established by virtue of the will of the French emperor. 
There is no reference to the Chinese authorities. They are put out of question, (elcome nea 
of the several western powers concerned. 


EEE anc ar ee an ke bal enas ca 
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In the appendix are also:— 


A translation of the original document from the Chinese to M. de Montigny in 1849; 

The articles XIV and XXIII from the original English land regulations, referred to herein; 
Extracts from the regulations of 1854; 

The articles from the earlier treaties relative to hiring and purchasing land, which show clearly 


that there can be no restrictions as to the quarter in which any foreigner may rent 
or buy houses or lands, 


Hil. 


Invitations to take part in the control of the general municipality, have consistently and continuously 
been extended to the successive French consuls. 


As in the revision of the regulations of the cosmopolitan settlement, the consent of all governments 
having subjects or citizens resident therein was desirabie, that of the French was requested in common 
with the others, the rights secured by said regulations to French subjects and F rench authorities being identical 
with those secured to all other nationalities. 

It has up to this time, as we have seen, been refused unless all other governments will approve of 
the French regulations, which expressly take from those governments and their nationals, a portion of their 
treaty rights, and give French authorities exclusive privileges not asked for by any other foreign nation! 

As an abstract question of right, the position that all the available ground for foreign residences at 
the very centre of foreign trade may be taken up and appropriated by two or three individual powers, 
will rfot bear a moment’s consideration. For it can only be done in the face of the treaties, signed by 
them as well as by the others, which give equal rights to all. 

Nor can the practice be followed to its logical consequences. 

The French, with at the most five or six commercial houses, take half of all the ground convenient 
for commercial purposes. Even putting aside the English and Americans as already suited, there are 
_ still North-Germany, Russia, Austria and Italy, all first class powers and all jéalous of their national 

position and rights. What are they to do if there is to be a seramble for a foot-hold of soil? 

Also what becomes of the Chinese emperor’s authority at the numerous points where foreigners will 
be established ultimately, if the country about each city is to be parceled out among these various 
nationalities, each with three or four European residents, and forty or fifty thousand Chinese, after the 
manner of this French example? 


The more.one considers the subject, the more glaring seem both the injustice and the impolicy of 
such appropriations of territory. 4 


IV. 


Having thus set forth the course of events from the beginning, and the moral aspect of the case, it 
will be well to look at the material results followi me in the one case, the exclusive, and in the other, the 
liberal policy. 

On the French side, at the expense of the community, a napa quay has been made, extending 
from the Yang-king~pang to the creek at the angle of the city wall, and thence on a narrower scale to 
the Little East Gate creek, the boundary of the concession, each section being about one third of a mile. 
This quarter was for centuries and until its occupation by the French, the principal seat of the Chinese 
trade, and it now abuts upon the suburb to which that trade has been transferred. 

In all respects, the first portion, which in direction is a continuation of the line of front of the 
cosmopolitan settlement belaw, is second to none as a choice locality for foreign houses. 
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Excluding the handsome French consulate, there are seven commereial houses, two ranges of 2 
godowns, a drinking saloon, a provision, or compradore’s shop, a, seaman’s.tayern, the hospital and finally 
a row of ordinary Chinese houses. 

Beyond the little creek, with the exception of the extensive godowns. and; wharves of the Shanghai 
Steam Nay igation Company, whose. managers, reside, in. the. cosmopolitan, settlement, the entire front is 


occupied by Chinese, who rent, of foreign. owners, but, haye, not the, smallest. interest or concern in the 
French trade. 


Going back from this mask of houses on the river line, there is no improvement in the rear. A 
single square and one comes to Chinese houses, the occupants of which, like those on the upper portion 
of the front, have no connection with French trade. W,ith the.exception. indeed, of: five.or six French 
firms, as many of other nationalities, a few drinking saloonis,and, shops, there.is no.fereign population. 

Turning to the English, settlement,, 69, called,, we, have, on. the, same line, «complete frontage of 
fine buildings, nearly, all owned and occupied by, private firms, engaged.in.generalicommerce,, But,even 
this display, striking, though it is, fills, but a,small part.in,the.contrast, Eor, behind,this. frontage, the 
settlement extends in squares of foreign houses one half of a mile back, many, of; the, most-important: 
firms and banks i in the place haying their.premises, on the, streets. in, the rear, 

This difference between. the two, municipalities is, of: course, partly, owing. to the. greater, length of 
time that the English settlement. has _begn, o¢cupied: and. to.other extraneous,causes,, but: it-is.safe.to say. 
that, had-the French ground. been. under, the, cosmopolitan, regulations that. prevail in, the, other, their 
front, would at this moment bear the same aspect ag. the, English. front, while the. rear;would:be largely. 
occupied by firms engaged in the main branches. of the trade,of the. part. 

It is not Shanghai only, however, that;teaghes. the, lessop, that, exelusive, grants.are, fatal te .real 
prosperity. 

At Hankow, Kiukiapg, Tien-tsin, and, Shameen, at, Canton, the English authorities. under the idea 
of a certain conyenience in administration, but,on a.much sounder, bagis.of.right—that-of actual, purchase. 
of the whole ground by the, government, and sybrJeases-—began, with-concessions.on the,plap.ofexelasive. 
jurisdiction. They haye. abandoned the..principle.in all, these, places.and now, iuyiteall nationalities.to. 


take ground on equal terms, 
ir 
V. 


It cannot be urged by the French that their commercial interests justify the position which they~ 
have. taken. England, with really vast. interests, and» America’ aud ‘North Germany -are content with 
general regulations. And indeed the greater French commercial establishments are situated in the 
general settlement. 

Nor can it be urged that political considerations require a continuance of their assumption. France 
has no need anywhere of resorting to. doubtful, shifts to support her authority.and prestige. She can. gain 
nothing by, an, irregular attempt. to,.govern .a.little,.colony, of 550,000 Ohinese. and sa hundred or. two. 
Europeans, unwilling as they are and bound to her by no natural allegiance. 

In short, justice and expediency.,combine. to..requixe..that the. Frenchsheuld abandon. a: position 
founded doubtless ona. misapprehension, injurious. tothe. present, and. fall ee. for . the. 


future, 


SuaneuAl, July 5th, 1869. 


Réglement Corganisation Municipale de la Concession 
Francaise. 


a a os 


Novus Consul Général de France 3 a Shanghai, 

En vertu des instructions que nous avons recues de 8. E. M. 
le Ministre des affaires étrangeres fle S. M. ’Empereur des 
Frangais, publions les —- sitions suivantes qui remplaceront 
a ap de ce jour celles du réglement d’organisation Munici- 

de la Concession 


Frangaise de Shanghai que nous avons 
pubhlié le 11 Juillet 1866, oe 


APPENDIX. 


‘ ep se de 
Regulations for Muneipal organization of the French 


Concession. 


~~ 
ie tied 


We, Consul General for France at Shanghai, in virtue of in- 
structions received from His Excellency the Minister of Foreign 
Affairs for His Majesty the Emperor of the French, publish the 
following rules which will from this date replace the provisions 
of the Municipal Regulations 6f the French Concession at 
Shanghai promulgated by us on the 1ith July, 1866, 


ARTICLE L. 


- 


Le Corps Municipal de la Concession Francaise 4 Shanghai 
se com du Consul Général de France a Shanghai et de huit 
Consei 
gers désignés les uns et les autres par la voie de l’élection. 

Les Conseillers Municipaux sont nommés pour deux ans; 
ils sont renouvelés moitié tous les ans; 

Les Conseillers decéd écédés ou démissionnaires sont remplacés 
en méme temps que les Conseillers sortants. 

Toutefois lorsque le nombre des Conseillers Municipaux se 
tronvera réduit de pius de moitié il sera immédiatement procédé 
au remplacement des Conseillers décédés ou démissionnaires. 


Municipanx dont quatre Frangais et quatre étran- 


kt ~ oe 


The Manicipal Body of the French Concession at Shanghai 
is composed of the Consul General for France at Shanghai aud 
of eight Municipal Councillors, four of them French and four 
foreigners, all appointed by election. 

The Municipal Councillors, are nominated for two years; 
half of the number retire each year. 

Those Councillors who have died or who have resigned are 
replaced at the same time as the retiring Councillors. 

Nevertheless whenever it shall be found that the number ot 
Municipal Councillors has been reduced by one half, steps 
shall be immediately taken to replace the vacancies by death 
or resignation, 


ARTICLE IL. 


Sont électeurs tout Frangais et tout étranger agé de vingt et 
un ans remplissant l’un des trois conditions suivantes: 

1° Possédant en vertu d’un titre de propriété régulier un 
terrain sitné dans les limites de la Concession. 


2° Occupant sur la Concession tout ou partie d’un immenble 
4 titre de locataire payant un lover annnel de mille franes au : 


moins. 
3° Demeurant sur la Concession depuis plus de trois mois 
et pouvant justifier d’aun revenu annuel de quatre mille francs. 


~ ee oe 
oe 


% 


Every Frenchman and every foreigner is an elector who is 
twenty-one years of age and who fulfills one of the following 
qualifications :— 

ist. Owning im virtue of a regular title deed land within 
the limits of the Concession. 

2nd. Occupying as renter the whole or a part of an estate 
on the Concession and paying an annual rental of at least one 
thousand francs. 

3rd. Residing on the Concession for more than three months, 
and being able to prove an annual income of four thousand 
frances. 


ARTICLE Ul. 


Le Consal Général dresse la liste Glectorale, la révise tous les 
ans et convoque Passemblée des électeurs 
Tes operations Glectorales wnt vérfes parle Conseil Muni- 


i 


| 


The Consul General draws up the list of electors, revises it 
every year, and calls the meetings of electors. 
results of the elections are verified by the Municipal 
Council, 


ARTICLE IV. 


cipal, 
Tout Slectesit wa wtigees Ee ans est éligible 
Les Comeilions saan pasate Mane réelus, 


Every elector of the age of twenty-five years is eligible. 
Retiring Municipal Councillors can be re-elected. 
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Le scrutin est secret. 


Le vote a lieu par scrutin de liste, Chaque liste doit com- 
prendre un nombre égal de résidents Francais et de résidents 
etrangers, 

Les candidats qui parmi les résidents Frangais ont réuni le 
plus de voix font partie du Conseil Municipal. Il en est de 
méme des candidats qui parmi les résidents d’antres nationalités 
unt obtenu le plus grand nombre des suffrages. 

Un ou plusieurs notables Chinois on chefs de corporations 
designés par le Consul Général de concert avec le Taotai pour- 
ront, si le Conseil le juge & propos, étre admis aux séances avec 
voix consultative, 


Consul Général. 

Il doit l’étre toutes les fois que la moitié de ses membres en 
fait la demande par écrit. 

Le Consul Général peut le convoquer aussi souvent qu’il le 
juge nécessaire, 


néral, 
Le burean se compose en outre d’un Vice-président et d’un | 
Trésorier que le Conseil choisit chaque année parmi ses mem- 
bres, - 3 | 
Les délibérations sont prises 4 la majorité des voix, 
dc partage la voix du President est prépondérante, 


Le Consul Général a le droit de suspendre le Conseil Muni- 
cipal sauf A rendre immédiatement compte de sa décision & 
S. E. M. le Ministre des affaires é 8, ainsi qu’au repré- 
sentant de la France a Pékin, qui pourra, s’il le juge nécessaire, 
prononcer sous la réserve de l’approbation du gouvernement de 
l’Empereur la dissolution de cette assemblée. 

La durée de la suspension ne peut excéder trois mois. En 
cas de dissolution l’assemblée électorale doit étre conyoqué 
dans les six mois 4 partir du jour ou le Conseil a cessé d’exer- 
cer ses fonctions. Le Conseil Municipal est remplacé dans 


Le Conseil ne se réunit que lorsqu’il est convoqué par le | 


La présidence du Conseil appartient de droit au Consul Gé- | 
| General. 


En cas | 


-propriétés Municipales. 
7° L’ouverture des rues et des places publiques, les 
de construction de quais, $25 B omy- canaux, les 
di ber, ug Vemplacement des bh ) 
inetiéres. 
8° Les port pani jssement " de Me yaar 
9° Les ex i pour cause d’utilité publique. 
10° Les réglements de voirie et de salubrité. 


pret 


appelle le Conseil a déliberer.. 


11° Tous les autres objets sur lesquels le Consul Général * 


>. 


J 


ARTICLE V. 


Voting is by ballot. 

The vote is cast for a list of persons. Each list must com- 
prise an eqnal number of resident Frenchmen and of resident 
foreigners. : , 

The candidates who, among the resident Frenchmen have 
received the greatest number of votes, form part of the Muni- 
cipal Council. In the same manner those among the residents 
of other nationalities for whom the greatest number of votes 
has been cast. 

One or more Chinese of good repute, or chiefs of guilds, 
named by the Consul General in concert with the Taotai, may, 
if the Council deems proper, be admitted to its meetings with a 
voice in the deliberations but without a vote. 


ARTICLE VI. 


The Council can only meet when convened by the Consul 
General. ¥ 

It must be convened on requisition of one half of the members 
made in writing. 

The Consul General can convene it as often as he deems ne- 
cessary. 


ARTICLE VII. 


The presidency of the Connecil belongs of right to the Consul! 


The additional officers are a Vice-President and a Treasurer, 
whom the Council chooses each year from among its members. 

A majority of votes decides. In case of a tie, the President 
has a casting vote. : 


ARTICLE VIII. 


The Consul General has the right to suspend the Manicipal 
Council, but he must at once report his decision to His Excel- 
lency the Minister for Foreign Affairs, 1s well as to the Repre- 
sentative of France at Peking, who will have power, if he deems 
rw to decree the dissolution of this body, subject to 
7 of the Government of the Emperor. 

he suspension cannot last lon three months. In 
case of dissolution, a meeting of electors must be called within 
six months from the date when the Council ceased to exercise 
its functions, The Municipal Council is replaced meanwhile 


"interval par une commission provisoire que le Consul Général | by a provisional appointed ‘im-case of need by the 
nomme d’urgence. : Consul General. | 
. ARTICLE IX. 

Le Conseil Municipal délibére sur les objets suivants: The Municipal Council deliberates on the following subjects 

i° Le budget des recettes et des dépenses Municipales. : Ist. The B of Manicipal Income and Expenditure. 

2° Les tarifs de perception des revenus ee 2nd. The tariff for the collection of the Municipal revenue 

3° La répartition des taxes entre les contribuables. 3rd. The division of the taxes among the contributors. 

4° Les demandes en décharge on en rédaction d’impots. 4th. Claims for ex or of imposts. 

5° Le mode de recouvrement de )’impot. 5th. The mode of ing taxes. 

6° Les acquisitions, aliénations, échanges et locations de 6th. The purchase, sale, exchange and renting of Municipal 


Les délibérations du Conseil Municipal ne seront exécutoires 
qu’en vertu d’un arrété du Consul Général. 

Le Consul Général doit: rendre exécutoire dans Je délai de 
huit jours toute délibération relative a l'un des objets Gnumérés 
dans Jes paragraphes 1 a 6 de l’article précédent. 

Le Consul Général ‘peut par décision motivée et sous réserve 
de approbation do Ministre de France a Pékin, qui doit étre 
demandée sans retard, refuser de rendre exécutoire une délibé- 
ration du Conseil Municipal relative a l’an des objets énumérés 
dans les phes 7a 11 de-larticle précédent: 

T/exéeution de la délibération’ demeure suspendue jusqn’a | 
l’arrivée de la réponse de la Légation. 


a ee etme 2 


ARTIC 


Les. séances-du. Conseil Municipal peuvent étre publiques et 
les. débats des.séances. non publiques penyent. étre pnbliés en, 
vertu. des. décisions spéciales. du Conseil, appronvées par. le 
Gonsul Général. | 

Les séances.dans Jesquelles le Conseil arréte le budget annuel 
des recettes et dépenses sont toujours publiqpes 4 moins que la 
majorité du Conseil ne s’y oppose. : 


&, 5 
é tt 


Le Conseil. Municipal est chargé des services administratives 


du plan cadastral, l’établissement et la révision des réles des 
contributions et la perception des revenus Municipaux. I est 
également chargé d’exercer des poursuites contre les contribu- 
ables en retard. ; 

Le Conseil nomme son secrétaire. 

Tl nomme également, sauf l’approbation da Consul Général, 


4 tous les emplois qui rentrent dans le service Municipal. Il | 


suspend ou révoque les titulaires de ces emplois. 


ARTIC 


| of the 


LE X. 


The resolutions of tlie Mimnicipal Council shall be enforced 
_ only in virtue of an order of the Consul General. 
| The Consul. General must render valid within eight davs 
every resolution relating to any of the subjects enumerated in 
paragraphs | to 6 of the preceding article. 
The ul General can for a stated reason and subject to 
of the French Minister'at Peking, whiclr must be asked 
withont ‘delay, refnse to render valid any resolution of'the Ma- 
nicipal Council relative to the subjects enumerated in paragraphs 
7 to 11 of thé preceding article. 
The-carrving out ‘of the resolution remains suspended till ‘an 
answer from the Legation be received, 


LE AL 


The meetings of the Municipal Counvil can be public, and 
the minutes of: the private meetings can be published, in virtue 
of special resolutions of the Council approved by the Consul 
General, 3 

The meetings at which the Council passes the annual Budget 
of receipts and expenditure are always public, unless a majority 
uncil object, » 


ARTICLE XIL. 


| 


concernant la voirie, |’écoulement :et-la-distribation des eaux, | 
Véclairage des rues, la gestion et l’entretien des propri¢étés Mu- i 
nicipales, l’exécution des travaux d’utilité publique; laconfection 


The Municipal Council is charged with the duties of admi- 
nistration of the public ways, the drainage and distribution of 
sewage, the lighting of streets, the care and managefnent of 
Municipal property, the execution of works of public utility, 
the completion of a survey of the settlement, the drawing up 
and revision of'rolis of*assessment, and the collection of Mu- 
nicipal revenues; It.is.also-empowered to proceed against 

ns whose taxes are in arrear. 

The Council appoints its Secretary. 

It-also-appoints, subject to approval of the Consul General, 

rsons to fill all offices connected with the Manicipal service, 
| It suspends or discharges the incumbents of these offices, 


| 


‘ 
: 


. 


ARTICLE XIII. 


Le Consul Général est chargé de tout ce-qui-a pour objet le 
maintiende l’ordre et de la séeurité publique sur la Concession. 


Le corps.de Police dont és dépenses sont a ‘la charge du | 
budget Municipal est_exclusivement placé sous ses ordres. I! | 


en nomme lés agents, les suspend ou les révoque. 


| 


The Consul General-is charged with everything which apper- 
tains to the maintenance of*order and public safety on the 
Concession 


The polite force, the expenses of which area charge on the 
Municipal Budget, is placed: exchisively under his orders, Its 
members are appointed, suspended or discharged by him. 


ARTICLE XIV. 


Les contraventions aux ts de voirie sont jugées 
un délégué du Conseil Mankipal, act recours au be : 


Infractions of Public road Regulations are tried by a delegate 


of the Municipal Council, subject to appeal to the Consul Gen- 

néral, . eral, Infractions of Police Regulations are tried by thé Consul 

Les contraventions aux réglements de police sont jugées General or by an officer of the Consulate Generah 
le Consul Général ou par un officier du Consulat, Général. In case-of proceedings for arrears of taxes, the Munietyiat 

En cas de poursuites exercées pour retard da paiement de | Collector must ‘summon tlie tax-payer’ before the Consular 
’impét le receveur Municipal doit citer le contribnable devant | tribunal. | 
le Tribunal Consulaire. | ; 

- ARTICLE! XV; 


Te, he be bionght 
cle, he must “at once t 
own nationality. 


Par suite d’an accord intervenu sur la base d’une exacte 
réciprocité entre le Consul Général de France et les représen- 
tants des autres puissances, les mandats d’arrét, jugements, or- 
donnances de saisie &a. émanant d’un juge on d’un Tribunal 
étranger et destinés a recevoir leur exécutien dans les limites 
de la Concession Frangaise devront an préalable, sauf le cas 
d’extréme urgence, étre présentés au Consul Général de France 
ou tout au moins au chef de la Police Municipale. Celui-ci 
pourra toujours faire accompagner par un ou plusieurs des 
agents placés sous ses ordres le portenr du jugement ou du 
mandat et il devra, s’il en est requis lui préter assistance. 


[8 J 


ARTICLE XVI. 


‘ 


In pursuance of an agreement entered into on the basis of an 
exact reciprocity between the Consul General for France and 
the representatives of other powers, orders for arrests, judg- 
ments, distress warrants, &c. emanating from a foreign judge 
or tribuna!, and destined to be executed within the limits of 
the French Concession must previously, except in cases of ex- 
treme necessity, be presented to the Consul General for France, 
or at least to the Chief of Municipal Police. The latter shall 
always have power to send one or more of the constables under 
his orders to eign pre the hearer of the judgment or of the 
warrant, and it will be his duty when called upon to render 
assistance. 


ARTICLE XVIL. 


Le Consul Général pourra, lorsqw’il le jugera utile, et aprés 
aveir consulté le Conseil Municipal, convoquer en assemblée 
extraordinaire tous les électeurs et méme tous les Francais et 
étrangers non électeurs demeurant sur la Concession pour re- 
cneillir leur avis sar les questions d’intéret général qu’il croira 
devoir leur soumettre a titre exceptionnel, 


The Consul General shall have the power, when hé shall 
deem necessary, and after having consulted the Municipal 
Council, to convene an extraordinary meeting Of electors, and 
even of all Frenchmen and foreigners not electors who reside 
on the Concession, to take their advice on questions of general 
interest which he shall deem proper to submit to them as an 


| exceptional privilege, 


ARTICLE XVIII. 


En cas de vacance du Consulat Général on d’absence du titu- 
laire, toutes les attributions et prérogatives conférées au Consul 
Général par le présent réglement appartiennent de droit au 


a 


gérant du Consulat Général. 
Shanghai, le 14 Avril, 1868. 


Le Consul Général, 
(Signé) Vicomte Brexrer pe MonrmMoranp, 


In case the Consulate General be vacant, or the incumbent 
be absent, all the functions ard prerogatives conferred on the 
Consul General by the present regulations belong of right to 


_ the person in charge of the Consulate General. 


Shanghai, April 14th, 1868, 


Nore.—The ree is a resumé of the functions and prerogatives of the French Consul General 
I | 


alluded to in Article XVI 


Art. I.—He is a member of the Municipal Council, which is therefore composed of 5 Frenchmen and 4 foreigners. 

Art. I1.—He draws up and revises the electoral list and calls the meetings of electors. 

Arr. V.—In case Chinese are admitted to sit on the Council without a vote, he nominates them in concert with the Taotai. 

Arr. VI.—The Councillors can only meet when convened by him unless half of them call for a meeting. 

Art. VIL—He is dy right President of the Council, As President he has a casting vote. 

Art. VIIL—He can suspend the Council and appoint a provisional Committee to carry on business till the French Govern- 
ment confirms or annuls his action. eee Poa cai 

Arr. [X.—He can call on the Council to discuss matters not otherwise enumerated in this article. 

Art. X.—His sanction is required to every resolution of the Council, and he can suspend action on the most important 
matters till he communicate with the French Minister at Peking. _ < | 

Art. XI.—He can refuse to allow the Ag sge caress eS rap a oa 

at. XI1.—His sanction is required ) appointment of every Municipal officer except the Secretary to the Council, 
- eae, Ullal pons peng wolie the preservation of order in the settlement is in his hands. He appoints, suspends, 
and has sole control over t ce, 
According to the letter of the Regulations, the electors have to bear the expense of the police force without any control over 


Art. XIV and XV.—He has appellate jurisdiction in cases of infraction of hi regulations, and original jurisdiction 
in police and taxation cases, If a foreigner denies his competence the case goes to the proper national court. 
Jurisdiction is thus assumed over all forei who do not contest it. ee : 
ART. X VI.—He, or his immediate subordinate the Chief of Police, can scrutinise all orders or writs from Courts other than 
French which are to be executed on the Concession. | : 
The terms of the alleged agreement between the French Consul General and his Colleagues have never been published, but 
there is reason to presume that the extensive powers claimed by this article were never ceded by the other Consuls. Probably 
none of them proposed to do more than to give such notice of intention to execute writs as would prevent interference by the 


Art. XVII—He can call ex meetings of residents on the French Concession who “as an exceptional privilege” 
will be allowed to give their saris to guctioon of penal Wea which he may think proper to subm ttothem, | 


ie See 
Bi Fa be ea 
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Agreement made between the French Consul at Shanghai, and the local officer 
called Tautai, §c., Se. | 


Sich, seven times recorded for meritorious deeds, and advanced three degrees by Imperial Decree, Intendant of the departments 
of Suchow, Sung-kiang and Taitsang, in the province of Kiangsu, issues this proclamation. Now free commerce having been 
allowed to the French at Shanghai I have lately received from Mr, Montigny, French Cogsul a letter of the following import. 
That in the autumn of 1844 the Imperial Commissioner and Governor General of Kwang-tung and Kwang-si—Keying—and the 
Imperial Commissioner and Plenipotentiary—Lagrené—in behalf of their respective nations, China and France, after due 
deliberation agreed, and it was reported to the Emperor by meinorial, and His Majesty issued an Edict, granting that in conformity 
with the Treaty all people of France coming in accordance with the second Article of the Treaty to reside, no matter as to the 
number, whether few or many, should be permitted to rent houses and factories and also ground on which they might themselves 
bmld houses and factories, also churches, hospitals, alms-houses, colleges and cemeteries, and that the Chinese local officers and 
the resident French Consul shall together consult and determine where it shall be proper for Frenchmen to reside and build. 
In every place where houses and lands are rented both phat must agree on the prices. Chinese officers must prevent their 
people from demanding exorbitant rates, and the French Consul must also take care that the people of his country do not force 
down the price below what is right.. At each of the five ports the extent of ground and the number of houses for the accom- 
modation of Frenchmen shall not be restricted so that the Frenchmen cannot realize profit thereby and that if the Chinese 
destroy or rofane the temples and burial places the Chinese local authorities shall severely punish them according to the laws. 
For a long time the several nations have acted in conformity therewith as is on record. Now, the French not having rented any 
ground, it is proper that we should meet and deliberate in the matter. 

Immediately on receipt of the foregoing communication, 1, the Intendant met the French Consul Mr. Montigny, to confer 
with him in this matter, and it is now agreed that a site beyond the northern gate of the city of Shanghai, shall be set apart, 
and that these shall be the boundaries. — 

On the South—the city moat, 
» » West-—the Kwanti temple and the Chukea bridge. 
» » North—the Yang King Pang. 
» »» Hast—the Canton Hung-Kwan-Yuen. 

Should this district be found insufficient further deliberations may be held to provide for that case. ? 

With reference to this site it is agreed by the Consul that he will take care that Frenchmen renting ground do not force 
down the price below what is right, and should any Chinese contrary raise the price above what is the local current rate the 
Consul may complain to the Tautai, so that they may require the people to conform to the Treaty in this regard. 

Should gems. of other nations wish to rent land within the said limits, they must repair to the said Consul who wil! consider 
and act. 

A special proclamation. Oppose it not. 

Taukwang 29th year, 3rd moon, I4th day. (April 6th, 1849). 


Extracts from the English Land Regulations of 1845. 


XIV.—If individuals belonging to other nations should wish to rent ground and build houses, or rent houses for residence 
or storage of goods, within the boundaries of the ground north of the Yang King Pang, set apart to be rented to English 
merchants, distinct application must first be made to the English Consul, to know whether such can be acceded to, so as to 
prevent ialeundeistaiilltias. 

XXIIl.—Hereafter, should the English Consul discover any breach of the Regulations above laid down, or should any 
merchants or others lodge information thereof, or should the local authorities address the Consul thereon, the Consul must in 
every case examine in what way it is a breach of the Regulations, and whether it requires punishment or not; and he will 
adju.licate and punish the same, in one and the same way as for a breach of the Treaty and Regulations. 


Extracts from the General Land Regulations of 1854. 
CATION TO THE FOREIGN COMMUNITY OF SHANGHAI. 


SHancuat, 5th July, 1854. 


The undersigned Consuls of the Three Powers having Treaties with China, under the instructions of their respective 
Plenipotentiaries; and His Excellency Woo the Chief Local Authority representing the Chinese Government at Shanghai, having 
jointly and severally authorized the issue of a New Code of Municipal and Land Regulations for the better security, and govern- 
ment of all foreigners settled within certain limits, therein specified, a copy of the same is annexed for general information. 
- 7 + . * * * * * o ‘ . 
7 o * * * * * * * * . ‘ 


RUTHERFORD ALCOCK, 
H. B. Mls Consu'. 
ROBERT C. MURPHY, 
Conaul U.S. A, 
B. EDAN, . 
HI. M.'s Cousul, ad interim. 


PREAMBLE. 


Moo-keu, Intendant of Circuit, &c., &c.; and 
whereas having arisen as to the validity of such Regulations in case reigners, not British subjects, are concerned ; 
and as to the power of enforcing them against all persons coming within the limits aforesaid, and it being expedient and 


fa. ® 


[| b0 J 


necessary for the peace, comfort and wel) being of all who reside within the said limits, that a Code of Regulations binding upon 
all foreigners without distinction should ‘be established and subtituted In place and stead of the Code above referred to, the 
following Regulations have been agreed to and settled by the undersigned foreign Ministers, and under their instructions by the 
undersigned Consuls in communication with His Excellency , Intendant of Circuit; in place and stead of the Regulations 
heretofore in force and which are declared null and void, and of no effect from ‘the date hereof. | 

Given under our respective hands and seals of office at the Port of Shanghai in China, this ——— day of 


REGU LATIONS. 


I. Bovunparigs anp Limurs peFrixep.—The boundaries of the land to which these regulations pea dR py Those defined 
in the Land Regulations settled and agreed upon by Captain Balfour, H. B. M.’s Consul, and moo-keu, Intendant of 
Cirenit, on 24th day of September, 1846; and further defined in the agreement entered into between ord Alcock, Esq., 
H. B. M.’s Consul, and Lin, Intendant of Circuit, on the 27th day of November, 1848, and set forth in the copy hereunto annexed 
of the original map attached to the said agreement; and 2dly, Those described in a proclamation issued by Lim, Taoutae, bearing 
date the 6th April, 1849, in consequence of an <a entered inte between His Excellency on the one part, and M. de 
Montigny, the Consul of France, on the other part, for the assignment of a ¢ within which French subjects should be at 
liberty to acquire land and build residences, &c.,—an arrangement subsequently approved and confirmed by the Minister of 
France, M. de Forth-Roven, and the Imperial Commissioner, Seu, such boundaries being as follows:—To the South, the canal 
which extends round the walls of the city from the North-gate; to the North, the Yang-king-pang; to the West, the temple of 
Kwaa-te and the bridge of the family Tchow; to the East, the river Hwang-poo from the Hwuy-kwan or Canton Consoo-house 
to the mouth of the Yang-king-pang, 


185 
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Extract from the British Treaty signed at Mouth of Canton River, October 8th, 1843. 


Axt. VII.—The Treaty of perpetual peace and friendship provides for British subjects and their families residing at the 
cities and towns of Canton, Fuchan, Amoy, Ningpe and Shanghai without molestation or restraint. It is accordingly determined 
that ground and houses, the rent or price of which is to be fairly and pe! arranged for according to the rates prevailing 
amongst the people, without exaction on either side, shall be set a: b local cfficers in communication with the consul, and 
the number of houses built or rented will be reported annually to d local officers by the consul for the information of their 
pre wes viceroys and governors, but the number cannot be limited seeing that it will be greater or less according to the resort 
of merchants. : 


Extract from the U. 8. Treaty with China signed at Whang-hia, July 3rd, 1844. 


Art. XVII.—Citizens of the United States residing or sojoursing in any of the five ports open to foreign trade shall enjoy 
all desirable facilities to obtain houses and lands suitable for their purposes, or to lease of the people, lands on which to build 
houses and warehouses or shops, also hospitals, churches and cemeteries. The local anthorities of the two Governments will 
select in concert the sites, having due regard to the feelings of the people. The parties interested will arrange between 
themselves the rates of rents, the proprietors on the one side not demanding exorbitant prices, the purchasers on the other not 
insisting in an wareasonable manner on certain points but each conducting with justice moderation. 2 


. 


Extract from the French Treaty signed at Whampoa, September 24th, 1844. 


Arr. XXII.—Tout Frangais qui conformément aux stipula- Art. XXII.—Every Frenchman who in conformity with 
tions de l’article LI, arrivera dans l’un des cing ports, pourra |; Article Ll of this Treaty, shall arrive at one of the 
quelle que soit la durée de son ni dom y louer des maisons et des 
magasins pour déposer ses handises, ou bien affermer des 
terrains et y batir lui-méme des maisons et des magasins. 
Frangais pourront de la méme maniére, établir des églises, des 
hopitaux, des hospices, des écoles et des cimetiéres. Dans ce 
but Vautorité locale, aprés s’étre concertée avec le Consul, 
desiguera les quarters le plus convenables pour la residance 
des Francais, et des endroits dans lesquels pourront avoir bien 
les constructions 
sera librement 
autant que faire se 


de violence ou de contrainte pour 

proprietaires. Th est bien entendu d’ailleurs que le nombre set apart for Frenchmen 

des maisons et l’étendue des terrains a affecter aux Frangais | not be restricted, and 
con 


dans les ci ne seront point limités, et qu’ils seront venience of those havi desecrate 
wre ee besoins et les convenances des ayant- or destroy the French charches or cemeteries, the guilty shall 
droits. Si les violaient ou détraisaient des églises ou | be punished with all the rigor of the laws of the country. | 
des cimetiéres Frangais, les coupables seront punis suivant / 
toute la rigeur des lois du pays. | 

For favored nation clause refer to Article LIV of the English Treaty of Tientsin, 
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Tue following memorial was circulated in the cosmopolitan settlement for general 


signature after the publication of the preceding pamphlet, and was signed, as will be 
seen, by the large majority of foreign firms. 

Though they joined in it with the knowledge that it would be bound under the 
same cover with the pamphlet, they refrained from expressing an opinion upon the 
contents of the latter, considering them to belong to a political question with which 
they were not directly concerned beyond its influence in hindering the more perfect 


establishment of their own municipal government. 
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_ Tue Revised Land Reg slations of the cosmopolitan settlement being held in abeyance by the refusal of 


the French authorities to give their approval, the undersigned residents in Shanghai express the opinion 


that it would be well to pass the Regulations without waiting for their assent. 


They think the Regulations could be very well worked without that assent, believing that the few 
Frenchmen concerned would cheerfully bear their fair share of the public burdens of their own free will, 


but even if some would not, the loss would be very slight indeed, and would not interfere with the 


general working of the system. 


Butz, Purpor & Cr. 

Grips, Lrvineston & Co. 

Grover, Dow & Co. 

JarpineE, Matueson & Co. 

Horurpay, Wise & Co. 

Gero. Barnet & Co. 

Suirn, Arcuer & Co. 

Tuk Cuarterep Mercantite Bank, 
W. Jacxson,— Manager. 

OrypHant & Co. 

Branp, Monro & Co. 

R. FRAncis. 

E. Iveson. 

Briar & Co. 

Courts & Co. 

_ Westati, Brann & Co. 

Reiss & Co. 

Gitman & Co. 

Bratey, Wortuineton & Co. 

Taorxe Broruers & Co. 

Hoee Broruers. | eee 

Tae Orntentat Bank Corporation, 
J. McDovati,— Manager. 

J. Asnton & Co. 


Suanenal, July 25th, 1869. 
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H. H. Linpsay, 

For Trustees—J. Asuton. 
Davin Sassoon, Sons & Co. 
Suaw, Broruers & Co. 
Turner & Co, 
WititiaAm Marereaves. 
Rer «& Co. 
Rosert Rei, 

By his Attornies—Reiw & Co. 
P. & O. S. N. Company, 

per pro. J. D. BARNES. 
Frazar & Co. 
TravrTmann & Co. 
E. D. Sassoon & Co. 
Haus. & Horrz. 
LANE, Crawrorp & Co. 
Russet, & Co. 
Apamson, Bett & Co. 
R. T. Txorpurn. 
Avousting Hearp & Co. 
SremssEn & Co. 
CHAPMAN, Kine & Co. 
Overwee & Co. 
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REVISED LAND REGULATIONS 


FOR THE 


FOREIGN SETTLEMENT iy" 


OF 


: SHAN GHAI. 


APPROVED BY THE LAND RENTERS AT A SPECIAL MEETING, HELD | 
ON THE 9ru, 127s, l3ra & 17re MARCH, 1566. 


To the Land Renters, 


It is found necessary again to present the proposed new Land Regulations 
to the Land Renters for further amendments. 

The attention of those principally concerned in framing them has been drawn to them at 
this moment, partly by the recent case in H. B, M.’s Supreme Court, and partly by considerations 
which have presented themselves in the negotiations to obtain the assent of the various foreign 
governments. 

The Council regret that they were not able to offer these amendments sooner, in order that 
there might be time for discussion and reflection before’the meeting. 

That being however impossible, they conclude to present them to the meeting of the 27th, 
as it may be found that the Land Renters will be of but one opinion upon them, and that in their 
favor, in which case much valuable time will be saved. If the contrary proves the case, it is but 
simply <o refer the matter:to another meeting. Some of the amendments are merely verbal, and some 
to supply accidental omissions or to make the sense clearer. The following are those of importance. 


First.—ArticLe I. ‘The omission of the French Ground in designating boundaries. 

This section of the settlement was included by inadvertence, there being no proposition 
to exercise jurisdiction over it by the Council elected under these Regulations. It has been 
clearly understood and accepted, that it would be under its own separate municipal government 
under some form or other, and therefore its inclusion in the boundaries designated for municipal 
control under these Regulations, is clearly a mistake which if not corrected, might lead to 
serious complications and misunderstanding. 

_Srconp.—ArrticLte IX. That the majority of the Foreign Consuls shall be competent to act and 
decide in municipal affairs instead of its being requisite that the whole body should join. As, 
without the amendment, the dissent of a single member of the Consular body, perhaps on some 
trifling point, might bring the public business to a stand still, this provision will no doubt 
meet with general approval. 

‘Tairp.—ArticLte IX. That wharfage dues shall be paid upon exports as well as imports, and 
providing more clearly that entry at the Custom-house shall form the basis of the charge to the 
various parties concerned. ~ 

As there has been no question in the community that payment of wharfage dues on exports 
wus intended, though by chance not expressed, and as the present inability to collect them 
would result, if continued, in the necessity of imposing further taxes upon rentals and real 
estate to the extent of over Tis. 30,000, thereby bringing directly on the residents a burden to 
that amount, which should properly fall on the owners of merchandise in Europe and America, 
the Council think this amendment will be also approved. : 

Fourtu.—Articte X, That the number of the members of the Council shall be not less than five 
nor more than nine, in place of being fixed at nine. 

_ This will allow of the formation of the executive body, when from any cause, so many as 
- nine cannot be found to serve. | 

Firra.—ArticLte XIX, The amount of property qualification both for voters and for members of 
the Council, is reduced in accordance with later experience. | 

The minor/modifications need no observations, as they commend themselves to the Land 

Renters. 


> 
EDWARD CUNNINGHAM,—Chairman. 
R. B. BAKER, Mombeore of 


EAN | MATHEW T. YATES, | “unce. 
Councit Room, 15, Honan Roap, ce 


Suanaual, May 24th, 1869. 


. 


* ‘The amendmenis will be found printed in red ins. 
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Extracr from the Minutes of a Spe ial 
Meeting of Land Reaters, held at H. B. 
M's Consulate, on Friday, the 9th, M n- 
day, the \2th, Tuesday the 13th, and Sa- 
turday, the \7th March, 1866, to consi ter, 
discuss and amend the code of “ Proposed 
Revised Lani Regulations” for the For- 
eign Settlement of Shanghai prepared by 
the Committee appointed at thé Meeting of 
Land Renters of the \5th‘ April, 1865. 

The Cuarrmay, in thanking thé meet- 
ing for their vote so far as he was per- 
soually concerned, said he had done 
much less than the judge, who had de- 
voted a great deal of labour to the re- 
vision. He would ask them also not to 
forget the interest which had been 
shown by the U.S. Consul General. 
Mr. Seward had gone into the country 
that afternoon, but though he was not 
present personally his heart was with 
the meeting. It nowonly remained to 
arrange the alterations which had been 
made so that the whole regulations 
could be understood by the eye running 
over them. When that was done, iit 
would be well that all the foreign Con- 
suls should be requested to assemble, in 
order that they might he consulted re- 
garding them. Especially, before send- 
ing them to Peking, he would wish to 
obtain the opinion of the Consul Gene- 
ral for France. It was not possible for 
the two settlements to live under dis- 
tinct regulations. As soon therefore as 
they were put into shape, he (the 
Chairman) would do his part by send- 
ing them on to the different Consuls. 

Mr. Pearson proposed. 

That the Municipal Council be authorized to 


have the minutes of the meeting printed, to- 
gether with the annexed Land Regulations and 


‘Bye Laws, and to forward copies of the same to 


the different foreign Consuls at Shanghai re- 
questing their co-operation and support in ob- 
taining the sanction of their respective Govern- 
ments to the Bye-laws. 

Mr. Cowie seconded this proposal, 
which was carried unanimously; and 
the meeting separated. 


True extract, 


CHARLES A. WINCHESTER, 
H. B. M. Consul. 


Shanghai, 18th March, 1866. 


Tur following extract is published for 
general information :— 


Misures of the Proceedings of a M:eting of 
Renters of Land in the H my-que Settle- 
ment, held at the Consulate of the United 
States, Shanrhai, at 2 p.m. on the 21st 
September. 1863. 

The Consul of the United States open- 
ed the Meeting by remarking that it 
had been convened to receive the re- 
ports of the Committees appointed at 
the previous meeting, and to enable the 
Land Renters to take such action as 
they might think necessary, in view of 
the state of the settlement. He would 
read to the Meeting the convention 
made by him for the settlement, with 
the local Chinese Authorities. It was 
of importance, as it was the only basis 
upon which the Municipal body which 
the Meeting might create, could claim 
any territorial powers. 

An agreement between His Excellen- 
cy Hwang, imperially appointed inten- 
dant of Circuit for the departments of 
Soo, Sung and Tae, and George F. 
Seward, Consul for the United States 
at Shanghai, concerning the boundaries 
of the Hong-que settlement, and certain 
matters pertaining to the Government 
thereof. 

1st.—The boundaries shall be :— 

The Soochow Creek from a point op- 
posite the entrance of the defence canal 
to the Wangpoo. 

Thence, at low water mark, to the 
mouth of the Creek entering the Wang- 
poo near the lower limit of the anchor- 
age called Yang-tse-poo. 

Westward, three li along the line of 
the creek : 

Thence in a straight line to the puss 
of beginning. 

2nd.—Citizens or subjects of all ne 
tions may rent ground within the boun- 
daries under the terms of Treaty stipe- 

lations, a 
3rd.—The right of jarisdiction of the 

Chinese Authorities over their subjects 

resident withm the settlement, is ack- 

nowledged to be indefeasible, but-no ar- 
rests may be made except on warrants 
stamped by the Municipal Authority. 
5th.—The Municipal Authority may 
lay out roads and streets, and all land 
# acquired subsequent to the date of this 
agreement shall be subject to the pro- 
viso expressed or understood, that the 
renter shall surrender the land requir- 
ed for roads to the public use. 

In case it shall be deemed necessary 
or advisable to open roads while the 
land remains in the hands of Chinese, 
it is understood that the advantages so 
accruing will repay the native owners ; 
but should any person be’ aggrieved in 
property by the opening of roads, they 
may represent the same to the Munici- 
pal Authority, which shall proceed to 
appoint assessors to estimate the dama- 
ges, and the payment of the same if 

any, shall be ari ‘on the public. 
6th.—All F subjects of non- 
treaty powers be liable to be dealt 
with in all things he Municipal om 
thority, Sart individual | of tine 

may exemp' himself from such jridir 

tee by. in the Consulate of any 
reaty eo a written instrument ac- 


tion, which shall be judicated by the 
issue, in each instance, of a document 
declaring to the fact that the above 
named instrument in writing has been 
duly filed, and that the person is entitled 
to the protection of the Consulate. 
7th.—The right of the Chinese Gov- 
ernment and the Municipal Authority 
to tax Chinese residents within the 
boundaries of the Settlement,is mutually 
conceded under the following terms :— 

The terms are as under :— 

Ist. The Toutai shall appoint two or 
three deputies who will assess the rentals 
with the Municipal Countil, but the 
collection of the Tax shall ba carried 
out by the latter. In case of disputes 
arising between the Chinese deputies 
and the Muuicipal Council, the Toutai, 
together with the English and American 
Consul, shall settle them. 

2nd Twenty per cent per annum shall 
be collected, aae half of which shall be 
retained by the Consul for Municipal 
purposes, and the other half handed to 
the Toutai to meet the military expen- 
diture, | 

Srd. The a Council shall bear 
all their expenses, bat the Toutai shall 
pay the Chleas deputies. 

4th. Two sets of books shall be kept, 
one for the Council and one for the 
Toutai. 

5th. It being agreed, now, that 20 
per cent shall be levied on'rentals, there 
shall be no further increase. 

6th. The money collected shall be 
deposited in the Hae-quan Bank, whence 
the Toutai and Council shall draw as 
required. 

7th. This Tax om Rertals having been 
agreed on, the Toutai shall not impose 
a poll or similar tax within the limits of 
the settlement, nor shall any additional 
tax be made to existing ones. 

8th. This tax on rentals shall cease 
as soon as peace is restored. 

9th. The Tax shall be collected every 
three months commencing from the lst 
Jul 

r, me this twenty-fifth day of June, in the 
year of our Lord one thonsand eight hundred 
and sixty-three. 


MEMORANDUM 
ON THE sUGGEsTAD REvIsEeD Land Re- 
GULATIONS AND Bye-Laws. 


A reference to the causes which have 
suggested a revision of the Land Regu- 
lations and the objects which it endea- 

-vours, to attain, may perhaps be usefal. 

The original Land Rebhlations. were 
framed under the authority vested in 
the Superintendent of Trade by an 
Order in Council of the 13th of June, 

1853, and this Order in Council was 
passed under the authority conferred 
o. Her Majesty by two Acts of Parlia- 
ment 7. e. the 5 and 6 Vict. ch. 80, and 
the 6 and 7 Vict. ch. 94. 
S. far as Bvitish subjects are con- - 
_ cerned, every rule for their good gov- 
ernment in China emanates under the 
above Order in Couuacil, or rather now 
under the China and Japan Oder, 1865, 
from the Superintendent of Trade. He 
alone can make Laws for the purpose 
of ensuring such good government, and 
no rules are binding on British subjects 
in China except such as he has directly 
a, ag or sanctioned. 
or the purposes of this Memoran- 
dum it must be assumed that the Ro- 
resentatives of France and the United oe 
tates of America acted under some 
similar authority conferred upon them 
P by their respective. Governments, for 
independently. of the fact that they were | a 
porns to the Land Regulations, it must 
presumed that the Governments 
of these two countries, and indeed the 
_ Governments of other countries haying 
trading relations with and _ establish- 
ments in China, have not neglected to 
provide for the good government of 
their subjects resident in, or resorting 
to. China. 

The source of the authority under 
which the Land Regulations were fram- 
ed being clear, the next point to as- 
certain 1s, whether at the present mo- 
ment they are sufficient to provide for 
the good government of the settlement. 
If they are not, the same authority that 
sanctioned them, can sanction others 
more applicable and better adapted to 
the purpose. 

gees the tenth Section. of the Land 

Hegre ulations the British Superintendent 

| rade and the Representatives of 
: , iia and the United States of Ame- 
| rica (these three countries being then 
the only three Powers having treaties 
with, China). made provision “for the 
“making of Roads, building Public Jet- 
“ ties and Bridges, and keeping them in 
‘repair, Pepa lighting anddraining . 
“the Settlement generally—and esta- 
« blishing a Watch or Police force ;’ 
these being then the most obvious 
pressing Seite of the Communit ty 
They also empowered the Foreign 
_to call annually a Meeting of 
jie agpanssic to devise sage 
; raising the necessary. funds tor t 
: purposes, giving fe to the Lard Renters 


List ce 


US > hoe 


whe 


-intendent of Trade, and of ua Seeaek: 
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It will be seen then, that under this 
Section, the chiet objects of Municipal 
Government were intended to be pro- 
vided for, and in the calling together 
of the Land Renters, to declare an as- 
sessment and impose dues, and the ap- 
pointment of an Executive Committee 
to levy and apply the funds raised, the 
essential forms of Municipal govern- 
ment were alhered to. ) 

The Land Renters were to devise 
means for raising funds for the purpo- 
ses of building Roads, Jetties and 
Bridges and keeping them in repair ; for 
providing for the health of the Set- 
tlement; and for the: security of life 
and property within it, and a Com- 
mittee of them was to take on itself 
the task of collecting the taxes and 
enforcing payment from Defaulters, and 
of applying them when collected. 

In other words, that which the Crown 
in England confers on bodies of indivi- 
duals by Charters of Incorporation for 
Municipal purposes, the British Su- 
perintendent of Trade and the Ministers 
of France and the United States, con- 
ferred, within certain limits, on the 
Foreign Land Renters of Shanghai by 
these Land Regulations. 

Time and experience now show that 
these Regulations do not provide suffi- 
ciently for the government of the 
Settlement. More funds are required 
than can justly be raised by an assess- 
ment on Land and buildings, and by the 
imposition of mere Wharfage dues on 
the goods landed within the limits. 

No departure, however, from the 
original Rules is asked. 

The “purposes” mentioned in the 
Section referred to, have extended them- 
selves—that is to say—a greater nom- 
ber of Roads, Jetties and Bridges are 
required, more funds are necessary to 
maintain and repair them, and more 
efficient and extensive means of clean- 
sing, lighting and draining the Settle- 
ment—in other words, providing for 
the health of the Settlement—are abso- 
lutely necessary. The natural increase 
of the Settlement in population and 
exteut, not only necessitates all these 
additional means, but also necessitates 
more efficient means of providing for the 
security of Life and Property within it: 
and the Land Renters are simply acti 
in argon * with the object which in- 
duced the British Superintendent of 
Trade and the Ministers of France 
and the United States to direct the 
Consuls to convene an annual meeti 
of them, when they dv devise additional 
means of raising fands for the extended 
“purposes” mentioned in the tenth 
Section. 

If the anthority of the British 
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perly raise one tax can also raise others, 
provided that the “purposes” for 
which the funds are required, as well 
as the application of the funds them- 
selves, are within the scope of the Au- 
thority which is only limited by the 
provision to provide for the “ peace, 
“order and good government of the 
oF oreign Residents within the Settle- 
““ ment. 

It has then to be seen whether the 
suggested Revised Land Regulations 
are anything more than an extension 
of the old Regulations, whtthey they 
have any different source from those 
framed in 1854, and whether they as- 
sume or confer any rights or any powers 
inconsistent with the limit imposed of 
providing for the “peace, order and 
“good government of Foreigners within 
“*the settlement. 

It may here be mentioned that the 
Chief Judge of Her Majesty’s Supreme 
Court, in his judgment in the case 
of “ Keswick and others v. C. Wills and 
another,” alluded expressly to the wide 
significance and meaning to be attached 
to the words “ Peace, order, and good 
government,” and to the power and 
authority they conferred, ilustrating 

_ their interpretation by that which has 
been given to them in Colonial Charters 
under which Laws have been enacted, 
taxes levied, and a variety of other 
useful and necessary measures of go- 
vernment provided. 

If it be true that these words do pos- 
sess the value attributed to them, then 
it is clear that the moment the necessi- 
ty is demonstrated for farther provision 
being made for the good government of 
the Settlement, the authority that made 
the Old Regulations can make the New. 

The scheme of Revised Land Regula- 
tions contemplates simply the provision 
of an authority to be derived directly 
from the Representatives of the Powers 
having Treaties with the Emperor of 
China, to whych the assent of the Impe- 
rial Commis#igner through a Diplomatic 
medium should be obtained. 

It does not seek to invest either the 
Rate-payers or the Execntive Council 
to be elected by them, with any original 
or self-emanating Powers. It distinct- 
ly records in the Preamble the source 
of the Power prayed for, and all the 
Rate-payers their Executive Coun- 
cil seek for, is the continuance of the 
delegated Power of self-government 
originally conferred on them. : 

“This 1e auxiety of the Land Renters 
to avoid even a suspicion of a desire to 

for themselves or for others, 

who shall in future 1 ape 
wers or authority whi ir posi- 
ion on @& poceiea tal does not entitle 
them to claim, that has induced them 
to retain the old form of the Land Re- 
ulations in preference to framing a 
scheme of Municipal Government more 


iv 
tion. In so doimg, they desire to 
afford evidence of the spirit in which 
the revision has been made, and of the 
sole object in view—namoly providing 
for the peace, order and good govern- 
ment of the. Settlement, under the an- 
thority of the Diplomatic and Consular 
authorities of the varioas Foreigners 
residing within it-—they themselves 
acting, not by virtue of any assumed or 

original Power, but simply as Delegates 
of these Odicials. 

In sabmitting, then, these revised 
Resolations for. the approbation and 
consent of the Ministers of the Powers 
having Treaties with China, and for 
that of the Imperial Com missioners, the 
Land Renters desire that it shonld be 
borne in mind that the cost of de- 
fraying the expenses of the Governmen ¢ 
of the Settlement is borne exclusively 
by the Roasidents within it, and by. dues 
levied on goods which are landed or 
shipped within its limits—neither the 
national authorities of the Foreign 
Rosidents nor the local authorities 
of the Chinese Residents, contributing 
one farthing towards the Badget of 
expenses; aud not only is this true, 
bat the Residents within the Settle- 
ment, by providing and paying fora 
Police force sufficient for the security 
of life and property, are on the one 
hand performing an obligation which 
the Government of China has by treaty 
taken upon itself, bat which it is 
powerless to fulfil, and, on the other, 
obviating the necessity of Foreign Go- 
vernments incurring the odium and 
cost of insisting on performance of 
an obligation on the part of those who 
have solemnly undertaken a task be- 
yond their powers of performance. 

It will be seen also, that throughout 
the scheme no attempt has been made 
to interfere with, still less to diminish 
the authority of the different Consuls 
over:their countrymen. The whole Ex- 
ecutive or rather co-executive power, re- 
mains where it has been sinee the open- 
ing of the port, in the hands of the 
Consular authorities, and they alone in 

all cases of fine or imprisonment, can 
enforce the of the rales, or 
punish their infraction. Im short, the 
which ‘pervades the whole 
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advisable to be explicit, and to leave as 
little as possible to inference, thus sub- 
stituting specific for general powers. 

Only one other point remains, to 
which it may be as well to advert. 

In what way do the Revised Land 
Regulations affect the Chinese and 
Foreigners ? 

The same argument which demon- 
strated the identity in principle of the 
Revised Regulations with those passed 
in 1854, and which established that 
they are but an extension to meet the 
wants occasioned by the increase of the 
Settlement, is applicable to show that 
they are not more préjudicial to the in- 
terest of either Chinese or Foreigners 
than those which ré¢eived the’ sanction 
of the three Foreign Ministers and of the 
Imperial Commissioner. 

Indeed the Provisional Clause, See- 
tion 14; of the old Regulations, whiich 
provides for the issuing of further 
Rules, shows distinctly that’all the par- 
ties to them contemplated the extén- 
sion which has now become necessary; 
and it would not only be too late now 
but most unfair for either Chinese or 
Foreigners to take advantage of the 
present suggested Revised Regulations, 
to object to the Principle involved in 
the old Regulations, and to which all 
parties then pone vant 

It is not to be supposed that those 
Foreign Governments which in 1854 
had not Treaties with China, and who 
from their not being there represented, 
did not sign the Land Regulations 
passed in that year, would now repndi- 
ate on the part of their Subjects who 
are or may become resident in the Set- 
tlement, their liability to contribute 
their quota to its Revenue, or to conform 
themselves to the Rules which have 
been framed for, and upon which de- 
pends, its good government. Such a 
_ supposition would be a reflection on the 
good faith of Foreign Governments, and 
be a slur on those of their subjects 
who have acquired Land or have be- 
come resident within the settlement, 
and participated in all the advantages 
which the system of self-government 
sanctioned by the Regulations, has pro- 
duced. Having voluntarily domiciled 
themselves in a place where certain 
Laws and Regulations prevailed, they 
are upon every principle of equity, and 
what may be not inaptly termed Comi- 
ty, bound to conform themselves to them. 

Indeed as a matter of strict Law, the 
Land Regulations embody in themselves 
the terms upon which the Emperor of 
China, being the Lord of the soil, has 
admitted Foreigners—at that time li- 
mited in strictness to the nationalities 
of the three Treaty Powers—to reside 
on the Land set apart for their use; 
and all other Foreigners who with 
the sanction of their Governments,—as 
evidenced by the appointments of Con- 
sular officers to look after their interests, 
have located themselves in the Settle- 
ment, have by the fact of their resi- 
dence bound themselves to conform to 
those terms, in the same manner as the 
Subjects of the three Treaty Powers 
conform to them. 

The advantages conferred on all fu- 
ture treaty Powers by what is common- 

+ known in Diplomatic as 
he “most favoured nation damia. and 
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under which Foreign nations have actu- 
ally availed themselves of the privilege 
of trading and residence, carry with 
them also the obligations which the ori- 
ginal Treaty Powers themselves incur- 
red, amongst the most important of 
which was the implied undertaking, in 
exchange for the privilege of exclusive 
jurisdiction, to make due provision by 
necessary laws and regulations for the 
good government on Chinese soil of 
foreign residents. . : 

By most, if indeed not by all, systems 
of laws the obligations incurred by 
treaties form part of the Municipal 
Law of all countries, and itis thus— 
even where express enactments are 
wanting,—that the foreign Consular 
authorities in China have power and 
jurisdiction over their countrymen in 
this country; power to consider the 
Laws and ‘Regulate existing on the 
spot where their nationalists reside as 
_ binding on them by the fact of their 
residence, and jurisdiction to enforce 
their observance. 

JaMES Hoae, 
Chairman. ' 
H. W. Dent. 
T. Hanpury. 
W. Keswick. 
Wa. Prost. 
Geo. Tyson. 
Shanghai, 22nd January, 1866. 
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LAND REGULATIONS. 


I.—Boundaries and Limits defined. 

II.—Mode of acquiring Land. 

I1I.—Final Settlement and Title Deeds, 

IV.—Registration of Land and charges thereon. 

V.—Transfer of Lots. 

VL—Land surrendered to*Public use. 

V1Il.—Boundary stones to be placed. 

VItL—Chinese Government Land Tax. 

IX.—Road and Jetties, Assessment on Land and Houses—Rates— 
Dues—and Taxes. Consuls to convene meetings of Renters— 
and other persons entitled to vote. 

X.—Land Renters and others, &c. to appoint Committee or Council. 

XL—Committee or Council to have power to make Bye-Laws. 

XI1.—Accounts how to be audited, 

XIIL—Defaulters how to be sued. 

XIV.— How Penalties, Forfeitures on Licenses, Fees, &c. under Bye- 
Laws are to be recovered. 

XV.—Consuls may at any time call meeting of Land Renters &c. 

XVL—Cemeteries for Foreigners, Chinese Graves, &c. 

XVIL—Breach of Regulations. 

XVIIL—Nomination and voting for Council. 

XIX.—Election of Council, and qualifications of voters at Public 

Meetings. 

XX.—Vacancies. 

XXL—Tenure of Office, 

XXIL.—Questions and Quorum. 
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XXVL—Persons acting in execution of these Regulations not to be 
personally liable. 

XXVII.— 

3 XXVIIL.—Alterations in Regulations hereafter. 
XXIX.—That Land Renters and Rate Payers shall be taken to 
- thean “ Electors,” 


LAND REGULATIONS. 
PREAMBLE, 

WHEREAS certain Regulations, en- 
titled Land Municipal Regulations, 
for the peace, good order and goyern- 
ment of all persons residing on the 
land set apart by the Chinese anthori- 
ties for the residence of Foreigners, 
were settled and agreed apon by the 
Representatives of England, France, | 
and the United States of America, then 
being the three Treaty powers, and 
under their instruction by the Consuls. 
of the above mentioned States, in com- 
munication with His Excellency Woo, 
the chief local authority representing 
the Chinese Government at Shanghai; 
wnd whereas it was therein provided” — 
that, hereafter, should any corrections 
be requisite in the aforesaid regula- 
tions, or should it be necessary to de- . 
termine on further rules, or should 
doubts arise as to the construction of, 
or powers conferred thereby, the same 
should be consulted upon and settled 
by the Foreign Consuls and Intendant 
of Cireuit in communication togethet, 
who should equitably decide thereon, » 
and submit the same for confirmation 
to the Representatives of their respec- 
tive countries in China, and to the 
Chinese Imperial Commissioner, man- 
aging the affairs at the’ five ports. 
AND WHEREAS it is expedient that 
the said Regulations should be revised, 
and that further and better provison 
should be made for the peace, good 
order-and government of all persons 
residing on the Land so set apart as 
aforesaid; be it ordered that the fol- 
lowing revised Regulations whichhave 
been agreed to and settled by the un- 
dersigned Consuls in communication 
with His Excellency the Intendant of 
Cireuit, and the Bye-Laws annexed 
thereto, shall have effect and be bind- 
ing upon all persons residing or being 
within the limits of the said Land so 
set apart, as to all matters and things 
comprised therein from and after the 
expiration of one month after the same 
shall have been affixed and kept ex- 
hibited at the offices of the various 
Foreign Consulates, 

Given under our respective hands 
and seals of office, at Peking, China, 
this —-——. day of ——— 186 . 
the words mt esoveding + csalh bare hoe oer 
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8 certain Regulations, entitled Land 
Municipal Regulations, for the peace, good order 
and government of ali persons residing on the 
land set apart by the Chinese authorities for the — 
residence of Forigneers, were settled and agreed — 
upon, by the Representatives of England, France, 
and the United States of America, then being the 
three Treaty powers, and under their instruc- 
tion by the Consuls of the above mentioned 
States, in communication with His Excellency. 
Woo, the vhief locai authority representing the 
Chinese Government at Shanghai; and whereas 
it was therein provided that, hereafter, should. 
any corrections be requisite in the aforesaid re- 
guiations, or should it be necessary to determine 
on further rules, or shontd doubts arise as to 
the construction of, or powers conferred there- 
by, the same should be consulted upon and 
settled by the Foreign Consuls and Intendant of 
Circuit im communication together, who should 
equitably decide thereon, and submit the same 
for confirmation to the Representatives of their 
respective countries in China, and to the Chinese 
Imperial Commissioner, managing the affairs at 
the five porte. AND WHEREAS itis expedient 
that the said Regulations should be revised, and 
that further and better provision should be made 
for the peace, good order and government of all 
persons residing on thé Land so set apart as 
aforesaid; be it ordered that the foltowing revised 
Regulations, and the Bye-Laws annexed thereto, 
hall have effect and be binding upon all petsons 
residing or being within the limits mentioned in 
the folowing: reguiation®, as to all matters and 
things comprised therein from and after the ex- 
iration of one month after the same shall have 
oem affixed aud kept exhibited at the offices of 
the various Foreign Consulates, 


Given under our respective hands and sealaof =—— 
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office, at Peking, China, this 
186 
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these regulations apply, are : 


ist ; those defined in the ‘Bend Regula- | 


tions settled and agreed wpon by Captain | 
ralfour, H. B. 3L’s Consul, and Kang-Moo- 
Ken, Intendant of Circuit, on 24th: day of 
September, 1846; and further défined in 


the agreement ouiered inte. betwven Ru- / 
therford Alcock, Esq., H. B. Ms <’onsul,— 


and Lin, Intendant of Cirenit, on the 27th. 
day of November, 1846, and set-forth in: 
the copy hereunto annexed of the: original 
map attached to the said agreement, 

2nd ; those described in a proclamation - 
issued by Lin, Taoutae, bearing date the 
Gth day of April. 1849, in consequence of | 
an arrangement entered into between His. 
Excellency on the one part,.and M. de. 
Montigny, the Consul of France, on, the 
other part, for the assignment of a space 
within which French subjects _ should 
be at liberty to acquire land and -bnild 


residences, &c.—an arrangement subse- . 
quently approved and confirmed by the 
Minister of France, M. de Forth-Rouen, and — 


the Imperial Commissioner, Seu ; such boun- 
daries being as follows :—To the Seuth, the 
canal which extends round the walls of the 
city from the North-gate ; to the North, the 
Yang-King-Pang ; to the West, the Teimple 
of Kwan-te and the bridge of the family 
Chow ; to the East, the river Hwang poo 
from the Hai-Kwan or Canton Consoo- 
house to the mouth of the Yarig-King-Pang. 

And 3rd; on the American side ;—North, 
the line from Yang-tsze-poo to the point op- 
posite the Defence Creek ; Séuth the Hwang- 
poo from the mouth of the Soochow Creek to 
the mouth of the Creek entering’ the Hwang- 
poo near the lower limit of the Anchorage, 
called the Yang-tsze-poo ; West, the Soochow 
C'reek from a point opposite the entraice of 
the Defence Creek to the Hwang-poo ; East 
the bank three li along the line of the 
Y ang-tsze-poo. 

Within the boundaries’ defined in the. 
map above referred to under the first head 
are certain sites, namelyy'the New Cns- 
tom-house, and the Temple of Rewards, 


- together with the land set apart for the use 


of H. B. M.’s Government, known as ‘the 
British Consulate site, whieh are exempted 
from Municipal control, as well'as any land 
hereafter to be settled or acquired by the 


Governments of France, or ‘the United - 


States of America or other Govertiments 

having treaties with China for Government 

purposes only : but the British and ‘Foreign 

Consulate sites, the Custom House and any 

lands acquired as above, shall bear their share 

of the public burdens and Municipal taxes. 
IL. 

Any person desiring to rent ‘land: or 
purchase houses from the Chinese Proprie- 
tors, within the said linvits, shall do 80 in ac- 
cordance with the provisions* laid ‘down in 


the ‘Treaties of Foreign Powers with Okina: 


LIL 
It having been ascertained thet no 
impediment exists to the renting of ‘the 
and, the parties interested «may ‘settle 


with the Chinese proprietors the price «aud 
p Se ee ae: | 


“The boundaries of. the’ kind to which | 


Se 


the point opposite the Defence C bee Rag South. the 


\ 
“* 
Ist; those re in the Land ons 
settled and by Captain Balfour, H. 
B. M.’s Cons ‘ang-Moo-Kew, Intendant of 


Cireuit, on the he day of September, 1846; and 
further defined in the agreement entered into 
between Rutherford Alcock, , H. By M.’s 
Consul, and Lin, Intendant of ircnit, on the 
27th day of November, 1848, and set forth in the 
copy hereanto annexed of the original map at- 
tached to the said agreement. 


And 2nd; on the north side of the Soochow 
Creek ;—North, the line from Yan poo to 


Ei wang-}00 the mouth of the Soochow Creek 
to the mouth of the Creek entering the Hwang-poo 
near the lower limit of the Anchorage, called the - 
Yang-tsze-poo; West, the Soochow Creek from a 
point opposite the entrance of the Defence Creek 
to the Hwang-poo; East the bank three li along 
the line of the ang-tsze-poo. 


- 


2. 


Wilkie the boundaries defined and above re- 
ferred to under the first head are certain sites, 
namely, the New Custom-honse, and the Temple 
of Rewards, er with the land set apart for 
the use of H. B. M. 8 Government, known as the 
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19 
the transaction to their Consular Representa- 
tive, and lodge with him the Chinese pro- 
prietor’s agreement or deed of sale, in 
duplicate, accompanied by a plan clearly 
marking the boundaries, The said Consular 
representative shall then trarismit the same 
to the Intendant of Cireuit, for examination. 


if the sale be regular, the deeds will be re- 


turned to the Consul sealed by the Inten- 
dant of Cireuit, and the. purchase money 
cah then be paid. If there are graves or 
coffins on the land rented, their removal 
must be a matter of separate agreement, it 
being contrary to the custom of the Chinese 
to include them in the agreement or deed 
of sale. 
IV. 

All such conveyances or Leases of Land, 
so purchased as aforesaid shall within one 
month from the time of the completion of 
the sale be registered in the office of the 
Consular Representative of the purchaser ; 
and all charges by #way of mortgage, 
whether of a legal, or equitable character 
shall also be registered in the like manner, 
and within one month of their execution. 

V. 


That all transfers of Land shall be made 
at the Consulate where the deeds are re- 
gistered, and also be registered at that of 
the vendee or assignee. 

VL. 

It is understood and agreed that land 
heretofore surrendered by the various fo- 
reign renters to public use, such as roads 
and the beach grounds of tife rivers within 
the aforesaid limits, shall remain hence- 
forth dedicated to the same uses ; and as 
new lots are acquired, such parts thereof 
as are beach ground shall be held under and 
subject to similar uses ; and due provision 
shall be made for the extension of the lines 
of roads at present laid down as means of 
communication in the settlement. To this 
end the Council appointed by the Land 
Renters and others entitled to vote on the 
terms and in the manner hereinafter men- 
tioned within the boundaries referred to, 
will at the beginning of each year, examine 
the map, and determine what new lines of 
road are necessary ; and all land subse- 
quently rented shall only be rented on the 
terms of the renter surrendering to the 
Public use the beach ground aforesaid, if 
any, and the land required for such roads ; 
and in no case shall land so surrendered or 
which shall now be dedicated to the use of 
the public be resumed, except with the 
consent of the proper majority of Land 
Reuters and others who may be entitled 
to vote as aforesaid in Public meeting 
assembled, nor shall any act of ownership 
be exercised over the same by the renters 
thereof, notwithstanding any payment by 
them to the Chinese Government of any 


Vv. 


All transfers of Lend shall be made at the 
Consulate where the deeds are registered, and 
aiso be spemenre os Spec ye Fender Satnene 


and notice of the same shall be lodged by the 
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public properties which they intend to set 
aside in. the general interest ; and should, 
any citizen or subject of a Treaty power, 
who may previously have acquired iand: 
within such tracts, object to any part of the 
reservation thus notified, he must, within 
fourteen days after the issue of the notice, 

warn his own Consul, or the Municipal 

Council of his objection, in order that steps 

may be taken to adjust the claim. Provided 

always that in the event of a failure to 

effect such adjustment on terms which may 

appear reasonable to the Consul, the 

Council shall have the option of declining 

to accept jurisdiction over the proposed 

annexation, which consequently cannot take 

place. It shall also be lawful for the Land 

Renters and others who may be entitled to 

vote as hereinafter mentioned, in- Public 

Meeting assembled, to purchase land lead-. 

ing or being out of the Settlement, or to 

accept Land from Foreign or Native owners 

upon terms to be mutually agreed upon be- 

tween the Counciland such Foreign or Native 

owners, for the purpose of converting the 

same inte roads or public gardens and places 

of recreation and amusement, and it shall be 

lawful for the Council from time te time 

to apply such portion of the Funds raised 

tnder Article LX of these Regulations, for 

the purchase, creation and maintenance of 

_ such reads, gardens, &c., as may be neces- 

sary and expedient. Provided always that 

such road and gardens shall be dedicat- 
ed to the public use, and for- the health, 

amusement and recreation of all persons 

residing within the Settlement. 


° 


VIL. ) 
Renndary Stones When land is rented, stones having the 
be placed. number of the lot distinctly.cut thereon, 


in English and Chinese must be placed to 
define the boundaries thereof, under the 
supervision of the Consul applying 
for the land, and of the Chinese local 
authorities. A time will be named for the 
boundary stones to be fixed, in the presence 
of an Officer deputed by the Consul, of the 
Tepaou of the district, and of the Chinese 
proprietors and the renter, in such manner 
that they may not interfere with the lines 
of road or the boundaries ; or in any other 
way give cause for litigation and dispute 
hereafter. ™ 
| VILL. 
Thinese Land The Annual Rent on all lands leased by 
Tag chen pee Foreigners, reserved to the Chinese Govern- 
ment, shall be payable in advance on the 
15th day of the 12th moon of each year. 
And all rent in arrear and unpaid on that @ 
day shall be recoverable in a summary — 
manner, on the complaint of the Intendant 
of Circuit in the Court of the Consular 
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aforesaid, the foreign Consuls shall so soon: 
tiene 4a aun after the first day of April in each year, 
wene Meatings C or vsogge am may Soon Pe amg hae ote! 
or on the requisition e Municipal 
a ae Council, or of the ‘Renters of Land 
and others entitled to vote on the ‘terms 
hereinafter mentioned, convene a meeting 
of such persons to devise ways and means’ 
of raising the requisite funds forthese pur 
poses ; and at such meeting it sliall be com- 
petent to the said persons or a majority of § P o r 
them in public meeting duly assembled to:9 
declare an assessment in the form of a rate 
to be made on the said land or buildings, 
provided always that the proportion be- 
tween the tax on land, and on houses or 
buildings shall not exceed one-twentieth of 
one per cent on the gross value of land to one ~ 
per cent on the annual rental of houses ; moe 
and it shall also be competent for the soit @ 
persons, or a majority of them as aforesaid, 
to impose other rates and taxes in the 
form of dues on all goods landed or shipped 
or transhipped through the Chinese Custom — 
House at any place within the said limits; ~ 
provided the said rates or taxes levied in the. pS 
form of dues shall im no case exceed a 
amount of!one tenth of one per cent on the . 
value of the goods landed, shipped or tran-_ 
shipped, and in such other forms as may ap- — 
pe sonniaite and necessary for the pur- 
poses aforesaid. 
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Land Renters And whereas it is expedient that the said’ 


and others te ap- Land Renters and others as aforesaid in’ 
— Committee 


on Cena public meeting duly assembled, under and’ 
in accordance with the provisions of the 
preceding article, should appoint in the 


> 


mode hereinafter provided an Executive ~ # win rb ed, ander and Im Aci edge . 


Committee or Council, to consist of not 
more than NINE PERSONS, for the pur- ~ 
pose of levying the rates, dues and taxes” 
hereinbefore mentioned, and applying the 
funds realized from the same for the pur- 
poses aforesaid, and for carrying out the re_ 
gulations now made ; Be it further ordered 
that such Committee when appointed shalt 
have full power and authority to levy and 
apply such rates, dues and taxes, for pur- 
poses aforesaid, and shall have power and™ 
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dues and taxes, and recover, the same from 
all defaulters in the Courts under whose 
jurisdiction such defaulters may be. 
XL. 
Committee to When in pursuance of these 
wie BeeLaws, the above mentioned Committee or Coun 
cil shall be duly elected, all the power, a 


22 
Committee, under the authority of these 
regulations, except.such as relate solely to 
their Council, or their officers or servants, “ 
shall come into operation until passed and 
approved by the Consuls and Ministers of 
Foreign Powers having treaties, and the 
rate-payers in special Meeting assembled ; 
of which Meeting and the object of it, ten 
days notice shall be given. 
XII. ; : 
Pe Oe And whereas it is also expedient that due 
> be audited. provision should be made for the auditing 
of the accounts of the said Committee and 
for the obtaining the approval and sanction 
of them by the rate-payers in public meet- 
ing duly assembled. Be it ordered that the 
result of the said audit shall be made 
known and the said sanction and appro- 
val shall be made at the Annual Public gee 
Meeting convened by the Consuls as here- | 
imbefore mentioned. ee oe 
0 ae : XIL. _ sad 
i bar cde: And be it further ordered that it shall be? j 
lawful for the said Committee, or their Se-"  ™® 
eretary, to sue all Defaulters in the pay- i R 
ment of all Assessments, Rates, Taxes and) thes 
Dues, whatsoever, levied under these Regula-* — 
tions, and of all Fines and Penalties leviable | 
under the Bye-Laws annexed to thém,’ 
in the Consular or the Courts under whose 
jurisdiction such Defaulters may be and to — 
obtain payment of thesame by such means as - 
shall be authorized by the Courts in which 
such Defaulters are sued, Provided that in _ 
case any One or-more of the said Defaulters ais’ 


or Owners, Shippers or Consignees of goods | POTS OF lar Hepresentative a Shaugha , have 
ttee : 


- 


j : Gee Re : , . \ ad 
refusing to pay, have no Consular Repre- ~ os Consular oH tative at Sha , the sal 


sentative at Shanghai, the said Committee <A ities, be at liberty to detain and sell such 
shall, with the consent of the Local An- | ) » Or t other 
thorities, be at liberty to detain ‘and sell 
such portion of the goods, or use such’ — 
other means as, with the consent of the Lo- . 
eal Authorities, may be necessary to obtain 
such payment of such Assessments, Rates, 
Taxes, Dues, Fines, and Penalties or in 
respect of Land or House Assessment to 
distrain on the Land or Houses to such 
extent as may be required te satisfy such 
assessment or dues. 

XIV. 

How penalties, Be jt also further ordered that any penal- 
a a ty or forfeiture or fees on Licenses provid- 
recoveded. ed for in the Bye-laws framed under the au- 

thority of these Regulations, and imposed 
in pursuance of such Bye-laws, may be re- 
covered by summary proceedings before the 
proper Consular or other authority, and ig 
shall be lawful for sucl¥ authority upon con- 
viction té adjudge the offender te pay the 
penalty or incur the forfeiture as well as the 
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nicipality, provided al ways such requisition 
shall be signed by not less than ten of the — 


said electors, and that it set forth satisfactory hess, 


ground for such request. And all resolu- | 
tions passed by a majority at any such — 
public meeting, on all such matters aforesaid 
shall be valid and binding upon the whole — 


of the said electors, if not less than one-third — i ; 


of the said electors are present or represented. . 
At such meeting the Senior Consul present 
shall take the chair, and in the absence of — 


a Consul, then such elector as the major- - 


matter or thing connected with the Mu- : 


Bb gt Hse hai 2 


vn Nae Mee oe a 


ity of voters present may nominate. In all re 7 a omi 


cases in which electors in public meeting 


any matter of a Municipal nature, not” 
already enumerated, and affecting the 
general interests, such decision shall first 


be reported by the Chairman to the Consuls; _ : : 


for their concurrence and approval, and 
unless such approval be officially given, 
such resolution shall not be valid and 
binding. Provided always that a term of. 
ten days shall elapse between the date of 


the Resolution, and the signification of 


approval by the Consuls, during which time 
any person considering himself prejudiced 
in property or interests by the Resolution 
may represent his case to: the Consuls for 
their consideration. After the expiration 
of the term of two months the Consular ap- 
proval, if signified, shall be considered bind- 
ing. 
Cemeteries for XVL. 

ene Graves ete, Within the said limits, lands may be 
set apart for Foreign cemeteries. In no 
case shall the graves of Chinese on land 
rented by foreigners be removed, without 
the express sanction of the families to 
whom they. belong, who also, so long as 
they remain unmoved, must be allowed 
every facility to visit and sweep them at 
the established period, but no coffins of 
Chinese must hereafter be placed within the 
said limits, or be left above ground. 


XVIL. 
Breach of Re- Hereafter, should information of a breach 
gulations, of these regulations be lodged with any Fer- 


eign Consul or should the local authorities 
address him thereon, he may in every case 
within his jurisdiction summon: or cause 
to be summoned the offender before 
him, and if convicted, punish him or 
cause him to be punished summarily, either 
by a fine not exceeding THREE HUN- 
DRED DOLLARS, or by imprisonment not 
exceeding SIX MONTHS, or in such other 


assembled as herein provided decide “pon | | pon 


24 
fonder as also the assent in writing of the 
candidates proposed that they will serve if 
elected, at least fourteen days before the day 
Afipointed for the election, to the Secretary 
of other officer appointed by the existing 
Council to receive such nomination. 

On the day after the expiration of the time | 
allowed for sending in such nominations, as | 
aforesaid, the existinig Council shall cause a 
’ jist of the Rate Payers proposed for election 
to be advertized in the Public Journals, and | 
shall likewise cause such list to be exhi- | 
hited thenceforward wutil the day of elec- | 
tion in some conspicuous place ir. the Coun- 
cil Room bet veen the hours of 10 a.m. and 
4 P.M. 

On the day appointed for the election 
should the number of Rate Payers proposed — 
for election as Couneillots exceed nine, two 
officers appeinted by the existing Council. 
for the purpese shall attend at the plate ap- 
pointed for the election to receive the votes 
. of the Rate Payers. These Officers shall 
be provided with a list of all the Rate Payers 
duly qualified to vote and shall give to each 
such Rate Payers dsmay be present® and may 
require it, a voting card or paper contain- 
ing a list of the Rate Payers proposed for 
election. The voter shall then mark on 
such voting lists the names of any number 
of persons, not exceeding nine. for whom he 
intends to vote, and shiall deposit the list, 
signed by himself with his own name so 
marked, in a closed Box provided for the 
pur pose of receiving such list.- 

The Poll shall remain open for two conse- 
entive days from 10 A.M, to 3. P.M. at which 
hour on the second day, the Poll shall be 
closed. Immediately upon the close of the 

Poll two serutineers appointed by the Coun- 
cil shall without delay proceed to open the 
Box or Boxes, examine the voting lists and 
declare the names of the nine Rate Payers 
who have the greatest number of votes and 
who shall thereupon be considered duly 
elected as the Council for the poaning Mu. 
nicipal year. 

Should the number of names proposed for 


election be exactly nine is shall not be ne-— 


cessary to have a poll, but, on the day after 
the expiration of the time appointed for 
sending in nominations, the existing Coun- 
cil shall advertize and make known the 
names of nine Rate Payers proposed, and 
they shall be considered to be duly elected — 


as the Council for the ensuing Municipal _ 


year, f 


Should the number of names proposed for | 
election be less than nine, then on the day _ 


after the expiration of the time appointed 
for sending in nominations the existing 
Council shall advertize and make known the 


names of the 
day nciabad for the election, at which 

mesting the Rate Payers present shall pro- 
ceed to elect either by ballot or otherwise as 
they may then decide as many more Rate ~ 
Payers as may be requisite to make the wam-. 
ber before proposed up to nine, and such 
nine Rate Payers shall be pease duly 
elected as the Council for the suing M: 
nicipal year, eat cs 

* Under these Bepulations voting les ery is 
preetiralty preven'ed’ a> THE kare it bea mut be 


ee ie 
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On the day aiter tp expiration oe the time 


allow on for senel ns iw 6S sch aT) weblion, ae 
gforesaid, the existing Counc shall eM a ligt 
of tha i ate } AYOIS PTODOSET he ¢ @laction fo be 
Sdvértiged in the Public Jour ais, eed soot) hiee 
Wike CAUSE EGC Lat we be &) yhibited iLDon 3 rvaré 


ap € gee 


' Ghtil the day « 
and other Public places, 


in in th e Council boom, 


Should the number of names proposed for elec} 
tion be exactly nine or less than nine and more 
than four, it shall not be nex essary to have a 
but, on the day after the expiration of the time 
eppointed for sending in nominations, the exist- 
ing Council shall advertize and make known the . 
names of the nine or less a number of Rate 
Payers proposed, and they shall be considered to 
be duly elected as the Council for the ——— 
—!* year, ; 


election be less than vi then on the da day after | 
inted for send me | 
vuncil shall advere — 
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XIX. 
Every foreigner, either imdividually or as: 


Counci’ and qua'l- a member of a firm, residing in the Settle - 
ment, having paid all taxes due, whose , 


annual payment ef assessment on land or 
houses or both, exclusive of all payments 
in respect ef lieenses, shall amount’ to the 
sum of Tis. 20 and upwards, or who shall 
he a householder paying a rental of not less. 
than Tls. 760-per annum and upwards, | 


shall be entitled to vote in the election of 


the said members of the Council and at the . 
public meetings, and none shall be qualified 
to be a member Of the said Council unless | 


he shall pay annual assessment, exclusive 


ef licenses, of Tls. 50, or shall be a househol- - 
der paying a rental of Tis, 1,500 perannum. 
Provided always that this clause shall not 
entitle any firm to more than one vote. 

A list of persons duly qualified to vote 
according to the Regulations to which these 
Bye-Laws are appended shall be kept at 
the office of the Council, and such list:shall 
be revised and corrected by the Secretary 
of the Couneit-en the first day of March 
in each year, or so soon ‘after as may be 
convenient, and published for the inform- 
tion of the public in ‘such manner ‘as the 
Council for the time being shall think 
proper. 

XX. 
Ir case of a vacancy or vacancies occur- 


ing during the Mtmicipal year, the’existing — 


Council shall have the power to fill up such 
vacancy or vacancies by the vote of the 
majority of the Council, providing such 
vacancies do not exceed three in number. 

Should the vacaneies exceed three an 
election of the whole number of new mem- 
bers who have not been originally elected 
shall be called,an the tanner previously 
provided in respect of an election when the 
numbers proposed were less than nine. 

XXL. ) 

The Council shall enter upon their office © 
so soon after the accounts of the retir- 
ing Committee shall Rave been audited and — 
passed at the annual meeting in April, men- 
tioned in Article IX ; and at their first meet- 


ing the new Council shall elect a Chairman — 


and Vice Chairmin, who shall hold office — 
for one year. In their temporary absence, 
the members present at any meeting of the 


Council, shall elect their Chairman for such — 


meeting. 
XXIL. 
Om all questions in which the members 
of the Council present are equally divided 


xr. 


‘Every roa, bond r either individually or as a 
member of a firin, 


| residing in the Setttlement 
having paid all taxes due, and being an owner of. 


. land of not leas than Tis. 500 in value whose 


= 


annual payment, of assessment on land or honses 
or both, exclusive of all payments in respect of 
licences, shall amount to the sum of Tis. 10 and 
upwards, or who shall be a householder paying 
on an assessed rental of not less than Tis. 500 per 
annum and upwards, shall be entitled to vote in 
the election of the said members of the Council 
and at the public meetings, and no one shall be 
qualified to be a member of the said Conncil 
unless he shall pay annual assessment, exclusive 
of licenses, of Tls. 50, or shall be a honscholder 
paying om an assessed rental: of Tis. 1,200 per 
annum. Provided always that this clause shall - 
not entitle any firm to more than one vote, 


: bo a 
Tn case of cy or vacancies ocenring diiting ~~ 
their tenure of office, the existing Council shall 


have the power to fill up such v or vacan- 
cies by ae vote of the wajetie of the Council, 
providing such vacancies do not exceed three in 


number. 


Shonld the vacancies exceed three, an election 
f the whole number of new members who have 
not been originally elected shall be called in the 


8 


‘manner previously provided by article 18. 


s00n 


in opinion, the Chairman shall have a 


second or casting vote. Five members of — S Khan embers of 
the Council shall constitute a quorum for 


the despatch of business. : 
Ct ae 62 : 
The Council may from time to time 
appoint out of their 


own body suchand so 
metal, fers boa 


The Council 


as the accounts of the retiring Committee 
at the annual 


Funds. 


regulations, and fix the salaries, wages and | 
allowances of such officers and servants and: 
may pay the same out of the Municipal 
Funds, aud make rulesand regulations forthe’ 
government of such officers and servants, 
and may discontinue or remove any of them 
from time to time as they shall think fit, 
. XXV. 
The Council shall administer the Mani-. 
cipal Funds for the public use and: 
benefit, at their discretion, provided they 
do not exceed the sum voted at the annual. 
meeting, or any special meeting called: 
to vote expenses, and a statenrent shall be 
drawn up by them at the end of each year’ 
_fer—-which the Council has been elected, 
“sheéwing the mature and amount of the-re- | 
ceipts and disbursements of the Mupicipal | 
Fund for that year, and the said. statement | 
shall be published for general information. | 
XXVL. 


Persons acti-g No matter or thing done, or contract | 
in executor of entered into, by the Council, nor any 


ete A matter or thing done by any member, 
* thereof, or by the Secretary, Surveyor, 


liable. 


Superintendent of Police or ether officer — 


of person whomsoever, acting under the 
direction of the Council, shall, if the matter 
or thing were done, or the contract entered 
into bona fide, for the purpose of executing 
these regulations, subject them, or any of 
them, personally to any action, liability, 
elaim or demand whatsoever ; and any ex- 
pense properly aud with due authority, 
ineurred by the Council, Member, Secretary, 
Surveyor, Superintendent of Police or other 
officer or person acting as last aforesaid 
shall be borne aud repaid out of the rates 
levied under the authority of these re- 
gulations, 


XXAVIL* 


And be it further ordered that the executive 
Committee or Council may sue and be sued in 
the name of their Secretary for the time being 
or in their corporate capacity or character as 
“Council for the Foreign Commanity of Shang- 
hai”? and such Committee, Courici] or Secre 
shall have all the rights and privileges which pri- 
vate complainants have to recover and enforce 


the obligations which private defendants have in 
proceedings af law or suits in equity commenced 
against them, provided that the individual mem- 
bers of the Council or their Secretary shall not 
be personally responsible, but only the pr of 
all proceedings against said 
and prosecuted in Her Britannic Majesty’s Su- 
preme Court for China and Japan. 


| * That it is the opinion of the meeting that 
some provision should be made under which 
the Municipal Council may be sued as a body, 
and that the Consuls should take the matter 
tnto consideration in their examination of 


the rules, with a view to effecting this object 


AAIV. 


The Council may from time to time appoint 
such officers and servants as they think necessary 
for carrying ont these regulations and fix the 
salaries, wagea and allowances of such officers 
and servants and may pay the same out of the 
Municipal Funds, and make rules and regulations 
for the government of such officers and servants 
and may discontinue or remove any of them from 
time to time as they shall think fit. Provided 


always that no officers shall be appointed for any ; 
‘longer period than three years unless the said 
appointment together with the salary apper- _ 


taining thereto be sanctioned by a public meeting 
of the electors duly convened, J 
XXV. 


The Council shall administer the Municipal 
Funds for the public use and benefit, at their 
discretion, with due regard to the Budget passed, 
provided they do not exceed the sum voted at 
the annual meeting, or special meeting called 
to vote expenses, and a vent shall be drawn 
up by therm at the end of each year for which 

e Council has been elected, shewing the nature 
and amount of the receipts and disbursements 
of the Municipal Fund for that vear, and the said 
statement shall be published for general informa- 
tion, at least ten” days previous to the annual 
meeting hereinbefore mentioned, eae 
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XXVIIL 
Amendment of Hereafter should any corrections be 

a here- requisite in these regulations, or should it 
be necessary to determine on further rules 
or should doubts arise as to the construction 
of, or powers conferred thereby, the same 
must be consulted upon and settled by the 
Foreign Consuls and Intendant of Circuit in 
communication together, who shall equitab- 
ly decide thereon and submit the same for 
confirmation, to the repr esentatives of their 
respective countries in China, and for the 

That Tand Ren- sanction of the Chinese government. 

ters and Rate pay- XXIX. 

ers shall be taken That the words “ Renters of Land and 

to mean * Elec- ‘s ; 

tors.” Kate payers,” wherever they occur ir the 
foreging Regulations shall, where not 
otherwise indicated by the connection in 
which they occur, be taken to mean 
ELEcToRS entitled to vote according to the 
terms of Art XIX, 


y 
settled 


yy the Foreign i 
ject to confirmation by the 


A 


ao BYE LAWS. 


Powers to make Seneve and Drains. —On the 22 a 
 gdd “as aforesaid.” 

IX. Council shail be Surveyors 
usually invested” pagel tha 
XXIV. Obstruction of Streets.—Read the 27 line thus “ fi: 


_ 


— BRRATA. 


nd 23 line after the words “ making compensation” 


~Qn the 7 \line read “ Surveyors of Highwa as are 
Highways asar¢iuvested.” - = ag 


at a Meeting of the Electors.” 


XXV. Cleansing Streets.—On the 4 line insert after the words “ shall require,” and “after the receipt of 
notice served upon them.” 

XXVIII. Stagnaxt Pools.—On 8 line after the word “ Sett 

| the words, said limits, add *- so as to be a nuisance.” 

XXXIV. Licenses.— 

regulati 


” add “sous to bea nuisance,” on 27 line after 


mt 


Per line 15 read “maybe autho 


j 


; 


at the. lawful meetings held under the 


BYE-LAWS. 


I.—Control and management of sewers 
and drains. 
1I.—Power to make sewers and drains. 
III.—Power to enlarge and alter sewers 
| and drains. 
padistuang on any unauthorized per- 
or making any drain flow 
into public sewers without con- 
sent of Council. 
V.—No person to build over any public 
sewer without consent of Council. 
Vi—Sewers and drains to be provided 
with traps. 
VIl.—Expense of maintainingand clean- 
sing sewers and drains. 
VIIl—No one to build or rebuild a 
house until a covered drain be 
- constructed. 
1X.—Council shall be Surveyors of 
high ways. 
X.—Management of streets and the re- 
irs thereof to vest in Council. 
XI.—Council may stop up any street 
pending construction, &., of a 
sewer. 
XII.—Penalty on making unauthorized 
* alterations in streets. 
XIII.—Council may alter situation of 
Gas or Water Pipes. 
XIV.—Water spouts to be affixed to 
houses or buildings. 
XV.—Penalty for not lighting deposits 
of building materials or excava- 


a 
goon 4 for continuing deposits 
a building materials or excava- 
tions an unreasonable time. 
xvi —Dangerous ~~ to be repair- 
ed or enclose 
XVIII.—Cleansing streets—Council to 
cause streets to be cleansed, and 
dust and ashes to be removed 
from the houses. 
XIX.—Council —— compound for 
sweep footways. 
XX —Reinvan Buildings 
XXI.—Expenses of removal. 
XXII.—W hen owners cannot be found. 
XXIITI.—Projections of Houses, &c., to 
be removed on notice. 
XXIV.—Obstruction of Streets. 
XXV.—Cleansing Streets. 
XXVI.—Conveyance of offensive mat- 
ter. 
XXVIL—Stagnant Pools. 
XXVIII.—Regulation to prevent accu- 
mulation of Dung, &c. 
XXIX.—Certificate of the Officer of 
Health, Filth to be removed. 
.— Houses to be whitewashed and 
purified, on Certificate of Officer 
r Health, &. 


—Penalty for disobedience of 
. Order in Counoil. 


< 
I 
< 
! 
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BYE-LAWS. 


Aywexep to the Lanp Montcreat Reav- 
LaTions for the Fornran Quarter of 
Suanenar, This day of 
186 . 


L. 

Thd entire control and management 
of all public sewers and drains within 
the limits of these Regulations, and all 
sewers and drains im and under the 
streets, with all the. works and mate- 
rials thereunto belonging, whether made 
at the time these ulations become 
valid or at any time thereafter, and 
whether made at the cost of the Coun- 
cil or otherwise, shall vest in and be- 
long to the ee. ; 

The Council shall, from time to time, 
cause to be made under the streets such ““ 
main and other sewers as shall be ne- 
cessary for the effectual draining of the 
town or district within the limits of the 
Settlement and also all such reservoirs, 
sluices, engines, and other works as 
shall be necessary for cleaning such 
sewers, and if needful they may carry 
such sewers through and across all or 
any of the diel doing as little da- 
mage as may be, and making compen- 
sation to be determined by arbitra- 
tion or recoverable in the manner pro- 
vided by the Land Regulations, for 
any damage done; and if for com- 
ug any of the aforesaid works it 

found necessary to carry them in- 
to or through any inclosed or other 
lands, the Council may after reasonable 
notice carry the same into or through such 
lands accordingly, making compensa- 
tion to the owners and occupiers thereof, 
and they may also cause such sewers to 
communicate with and empty them- 
selves into the river, or they may cause 
the refuse from such sewers to be con- 
veyed by a proper channel to the most 
convenient site for collection and sale 


Control and manage- 
ment of sewers and 
divina, 


Be ye ae: to ‘nai sewers 


for agricultural or other Pat roe as 


may be deemed most expedient, but so 


that the same shall in no case become a | 


nuisance. 


IL. ‘ 

Ba. Council may from time to time 
gee oa enlarge, alter, arch over 
rove all or any ef the 
pr ara ag m; and if any of such 
sewers at any time appear to them to 
have become useless, the Council, if they 
think fit to do so, may demolish and dis- 
continue such sewers, provided that it 

ee ee 


Every person, not being — 


for that he U Tho a 
or purpose the Uo 
shall =f 


who 


Power to enlarge and 
alter sewers and drains, 


os Poovibny Reena nak 
ing any any drain ‘aan ow inte 


sewers or drains so vested in the 
ae shall cont Ag a ve * 
sum not exceeding unpRED Dot- 
wars, and the Council may cause such 
Scat a tos poms nner Tests 


Sewers and drains to be 
provided with traps, 


Expense.of meintain- 
ing and cleansing all sew- 
ers and draina, 


No one to build or re~ 
Build a house until a cov- 
ered «lrain be constructed. 


same, and the expenses incurred thereby 
shall be paid by the person erecting 
such building,. and shall be recover&ble: 


as damages. 
¥io 


All sewers and drains within the 
limits. of these Regulations, whether’ 
public or private, shall be provided by 
the Council or other persons to whom 
they severally belong, with proper traps 
or other coverings or means of ventila- 
tion, so as to prevent stench, 

VIL. 

The expense of maintaining and 
cleansing all sewers, not. hereinbefore 
provided for, shall be defrayed out of 
the rates and taxes to be levied under 
Article [X. of the Land Regulations. 

VILL 

It shall not be lawful to erect any 
house: in the: Settlement, or to re-build 
any house in the Settlement, until a 
drain or drains be constructed of such 
size and materials, and at such level, and 
with such fall,as upon the reportof the 
Surveyor made to the Councibshall ap- 
pear to be necessary and sufficient 
for the proper and effectual drainage 
ef the same and its appurtenances ; 
such Report to be made within FOU R-. 
TEEN DAYS after notice is given to 
the said Surveyor of the proposed 
erection or re-building, and in default 
thereof all parties shall be at liberty 
to proceed with any such erection or 
building as if no such report were re- 
quired; and if a sewer of the Council, 
or a sewer which they are entitled to 
use, be within one hundred feet of any 
part of the site of the house to be 
built or rebuilt, the drain or drains so 
to be constructed shall lead from and 
eommunicate with such sewer as the 
Council shall direct; or if no such 
means of drainage be within that dis- 
tance, then the last mentioned drain 
or drains shall communicate with and 
be emptied into such covered cesspool 
or other place not being under any 
house and not being within such dis- 
tance from any house,as the Council 
shall direct; and whosoever erects or 
rebuilds any house, or constructs, any 
drains contrary to this sage shall 
be liable for every such offence to a pe- 
nalty not exceeding TWO HUNDRED 
AND FIFTY DO RS ; and ifat an 
time, upon the report of the Surveyor, it 
appear to the Council that any house 
whether built before or after the passing 
ef this Bye-Law is without any drain,or 
without such a drain or drains commu- 


age of the same and its appurtenances, 
uncil, or 


frayed b 7 the Council, and by them be 
recovered from the owner of the house 
in the same manner as a penalty under 
these Bye-Laws is recoverable. 


‘The Council and none other shall Council shal be Sur- 
be Surveyors of all highways within gratia 
the limits of the aforesaid Regulations 
gnd within those limits shall have all 
such powers and authorities, and be 
subject to all such liabilities, as any 
Surveyors of —o are invested 
with. 


The management of all the public Management of streets 
streets and the ene: out and a ~ecttng Toor gigs 
thereof on passing of the Revised Re- 
gulations, or which thereafter may be- 
come public highways, and the pave- 
ments and other. materials, as well 
in the footways as carriage ways of 
such public streets, and all buildings, 
materials, implements, and other things 
provided for the purposes of the said 
highways shall wt to the Council. 


The Council may stop any street, Council may stop up 
and prevent all persons from passing sastuction, do, of « tower 
along and using the same, for a reason- 
able time during the construction, alter- 
ation, repair er demolition of any sewer 
or drain in or under such street; so 
long as they do not interfere with the 
. ingress or egress of persons or foot to 
or from their dwellings or tenements. 

XII. 


Every person who wilfully displaces, Penalty on making un- 
takes ae makes any sthialion te the — 
pavement, flags or other materials of 
any street under the management of the 
Council, without their consent in writin 
or without other lawful authority, sh 
be liable to a penalty not exceeding 
TWENTY-FIVE DOLLARS and also 
a further sum not exceeding ONE 
DOLLAR for every square foot of the 
pavement, flags or other materials of the 
street 80 displaced, taken up or altered. 

For the purposes of the aforesaid re- Council may alter situ- 
gulations, if the Council deem it neces- reli ee ecaagees 
Mi dahon of cay otherwise alter : 


re, opaig the | person or persons to whom 
belong, taps cause 


Water spouts to be af- 
fixed to houses gr build- 
ings. 


Penalty for not light- 
ing, deposits of building 
material or excavations, 


Penalty Yor continuing [pn no case shall an 


vided that snch works be not perma- 


nently injured thereby, or the water or 
gas prevented from flowing as freely 
and conveniently as before. 


XIV. 


The occupier of every house or build- 
ing in, adjoining, or near to any street, 
shall within fourteen days next after 
service ofan order of the Council for 
that purpose, put up and keep in good 
condition a shoot or trough of the 
whole length of such house or building 
and shall connect the same either with 
a similar shoot on the adjoining house 
or with a pipe or trunk to be fixed to 
the front or side of such building from 
the roof to the ground to carry the 
water from the roof thereof in 5 
manner that the water from such house 
er any portico or projection therefrom 
shall not fall upon the persons passing 
along the street or flow over the foot- 
path, and in default of compliance with 
any such order within the period afore- 
said, such oceupier shall be liable to a 
penalty not exceeding TEN DOLLARS 
for every day that he shall so make 


default. 


When any buil 


XV 


ding materials or other 


things are laid, or any hole made in 
any of the streets, whether the same be 
done by order of the Council or not, the 


to be 


ns causing such materials 


person or — 
er other things 


so laid or such 


hole to be made,shall at his own expense: 
cause a sufficient hght to be fixed in 
a proper place upon or near the same 
and continue such light every night 
from sun-setting to sun-rising while 
sach materials or hole remain ; and such 
person shall at his own expense cause 
such materials or other things and such 
hole to be sufficiently fenced and inclos- 
ed until such materials or other things 
are removed or the hole filled up or 
otherwise made seeure; and every such 
person who fails so to light, fence or in- 
close such materials or other thmg or 
sueh hole shall for every such offence 
be hable to a 
TWENTY-FIVE DOLLARS and a fur- 
ther penalty not exceeding TEN DOL- 
LARS for every day while such default 


is continued. 


XVL. 


penalty not exceeding” 


y sach building 


terials ee materials or other things or such lfole be 
unreasonable time. 


allowed to remaim for an unnecessary 


SE ope not 
DO. to be paid 


for every sach offence by the person who 


time under 
__._TWENTY-F 


eauses such materials or ether th 
laid or such hole to be made and 


exceeding” 


be 
a farther 


pouty not exceeding TEN DOLLARS 


or every day 


during which such offence 


is continued after the conviction for such 
offence, and in any such case the proof 
that the time has not exceeded the ne- 
eessary «time shall be upon the person so- 


such 


made 


materials or other thi 
er causing such hole to 


XVIII. 


The Council shall cause oo the streets sess 


together with the foot pavements from 


cleansed, and 


dust and . 


time to time to be properly swept and ng ened memati en 


cleansed, and all dust and filth of every 


sort found thereon to be collected and re-— 


moved, and shall cause all the dust, ashes 
and rubbish to be carried away from the 
houses and tenements of the inhabi- 
tants of the town and district within the 
limits of these Regulations at convenient 
hours and times, and shall cause the 
privies and cesspools within the said 
town or district to be from time to time 
emptied and cleansed in a sufficient and 
proper manner ; provided always thatthe 
occupier of any house or tenement with- 
in the limits of these Regulations may 
keep and remove any such soil, ashes or 
rubbish as shall be made on his own 
premises, and shall be kept for manure 
so that the same be not a nuisance to 
the inhabitants residing near such pre- 
mises, and that the same be removed at 
such times and in such manner as shall 
be approved of by tle Council. 
XIX, 

~The Council may compound for such 
time as they think fit with any person 
liable to sweep or clean any footway 
under the provision of these Regulations 
for sweeping and cleaning the same in 
the manner directed by these Regula- 
tions, 


XX. 


Council may compound 
for swevping footways., 


If any building or wall be deemed by Ruinows Building 


the Surveyor of the Council to be in a 
ruinous state, and dangerous to passen- 
gers or to the occupiers of the neigh- 
bourhood, such Surveyor shall immedi- 
ately make complaint thereof to the 
Consul of the nation of the person or 
persons to whom the building belongs, 


and it shall be lawful for such Consul 


to order the owner, or in his default 
the occupier (if any), of such building, 
wall, or other thing, to taken down, re- 
build, repair, or otherwise secure to the 
satisfaction of such Surveyor, within a 
time to be fixed by such Consul, and in 
case the same be not taken down, repair- 
ed, rebuilt, or otherwise secured within 
. the time so limited, or if no owner or 
occupier can be found on whom to serve 
such order, the Council shall with ail 
convenient speed cause all or so much 
of such building, wall, or other thing, as 
shall be in a ruinous condition and dan- 
gerous as aforesaid to be taken down, 
repaired, rebuilt, or otherwise secured, 
in such manner as shall be requisite, 
and all the expenses of putting up every 
such fence, and of taking down, repair- 
ing, rebuilding, or securing such build- 
ing, wall, or other thing shall be paid by 
the owner or owners thereof. 


XXI. 


perenne 


If such owner or owners can be found Expenses of Removal, 


ee hows ten Sa eons or 
the expenses aforesaid, he ect or 
refuse to pay the same, then such 
expenses may be levied by distress, 
and the Consul on the application of the 
sonnel may issue his warrant accord- 
“ied XXII. 


rt ee oueee: soanct be fod 


be found, 


When Onn: tne 


under the head of Municipal Notifica- 
tion, may take such building or land, 
sell the same by.. Public anction, and 
from and out of the proceeds of such 
sale may reimburse themselves for the 
outlay incurred, or the Council may sell 
the materials thereof, or so much of the 
same as shall be pulled down, and apply 
the proceeds of such sale in payment of 
the expenses incurred in respect of such 
house or building ; and the Council shall 
restgre any overplus arising from such 
sale to the owner of such honse or 
building, on demand ; nevertheless, the 
Conncil, although they sell such mate- 
rials for the purposes aforesaid, shall 
have the same remedies for compelling 
the payment of so much of the said 
expenses as may remain due after the- 
application of the proceeds of such sale 
as are hereinbefore given to them for 
compelling the payment of the whole: 
of the said expenses. 


XXIII. 


Projections of Houses ‘The Council may give notice to the 


are to be removed 


notice, 


occupier of any house or building to 


remove or alter any porch, shed,. pro- 
jecting window, step, cellar, cellar door 
or window, sign, sign-post, sign iron, 
showboard, window shutter, wall, gate, 
or fenee, or any other obstruction or 
projection ereeted or placed against or 
in front of any house or building within 
the limits of the settlement, and which 
is an obstruction to. the safe and. con- 
venient passage aleng any street; and 
such occupier shall, within fourteen 
days after the service of such notice 
upon him, remove such obstruction or 
alter the same in such manner as shall 
have been directed by the Council, and 
in default thereof shall be lable to a 
penalty not exceeding TEN, DOLLARS,,. 
and the Council in such case may re- 
move such obstruction or projection,,. 
and the expense of such removal shall 
be paid by the occupier so making” de- 
fault, and shall be recoverable as. da- 
mages. Provided always, that in the 
case in which such obstructions or pro- 
jections were made or put up by the 
owner, the oceupier shall be entitled to 
deduct th®é~expense of removing the- 
same from the rent payable by him to- 
the owner of the house or building. 


EST. 


Obstructions of Streets No person shall obstruct the public 


ee 


roads or foot paths with any kind of 
goods or building-materials under a pe- 
nalty of TEN DOLLARS for every 
TWENTY-FOUR HOURS of continu- 
ed obstruction, and after the first 
TWENTY-FOUR HOURS notice of 
removal shall have been given to the 
ewner of the same or the person using, 
employing or haying control over the 
same, or in the absence of any such 
person or inability on the part of the 
Agents of the Council, shall remove the: 
same and retain the same until the ex- 
pense of such removal shall have been 
repaid, or may recover the expense of 
such removal as damages, and may after 

i e same, holding 


by giving notice in the local newspapers’ 
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_XXV.. 
All occupiers of Land and Houses Cleansing Streow. 


shall cause the foot pavements in front 
of their Houses to be swept and cleans- 
ed whenever o¢gcasion shall require, and 
they shall also cause to be swept and 
cleansed all gutters, surface drains in 
the front, side, or rear, of their Premi- 
ses, and remove all accumulations of 
sil, ashes, or rubbish; and every such 
occupier making default herein shall 


for eve 


of FIV 


offence be liable to a penalty 
DOLLARS, and for the pur- 


pose aforesaid when any House shall be 
ict in apartments the person letting the 
same shall be deemed the occupier. 
XXVL. 


The Council may, from time to time, Convevance of oTensive 
fix the hours within which only it shall ™** | 


be lawful to empty privies or remove 
offensive matter within the limits of the 
settlement, and when the Council have 
fixed such hours, and: given public no- 
tice thereof, every person who within 
the said limits empties or begins to 
empty any privy, or removes along any 
thoroughfare within the said limits any 
offensive matter, at any time except 
within the hours so fixed, and also every 

rson who at any time, whether such 
hours have been fixed by the Council or 
not, use for any such purpose any uten- 
- sil or pail or any cart or carriage not 
having a covering 


ing the escape of t 


eres for prevent- 
contents of such 


cart, or of the stench thereof, or who 
wilfully slops or spills any such offensive 
matter in the removal thereof, or who 
does not carefully sweep and clean every 
place in which any such offensive mat- 


ter has been 


waste or s 


laced, or unavoidably 
slopped or spilled, shall be liable to a 
penalty not exceeding TEN DOLLARS, 
and in default of the apprehension of the 
actual offender the driver or person 
having the care of the cart or carriage 
employed for any such purpose shall be 
deemed to be the offender. 

XXVIT. 

No person shall suffer any offensive 


tagnant water to remain in  Stagnant Pools, 


any cellar or other place within an 

house belonging to or occupied by him 
so as to be a nuisance ; within or upon 
pe waste land belonging to or in his 
ition within the boundaries of the 


Settle 


suffer any 
Forty- 


ement, and every person who shall 
such water to remain for 
eight howrs after receiving notice 


of not less than forty-eight hours from 
the Council to remove 5 re and 
every person who allows the tontents of 
any privy or cesspool to overflow or 
‘soak therefrom, to the annoyance of the 

of any adjoining property, or 
eeps any pig or pigs within any 
dwelling-house within the said limits so 
as to be a nuisance, shall for every such 


occu 
who 


offence be liable to a penalty not exceed- 
ing ‘TEN DOLLARS, and to a further 
ty not exceeding TWO DOLLARS 
or every day d which such nui- 
sance continues ; the Council may 


“drain. and. cleanse out any stagnant 


ols, ditches, or ponds of water with- 
in vg tar sl and abate any such 


and for that pur- 
Bawden cic tones 


land whence such annoyance proceeds, 
and if there be no occupier, by the 
owner of such building or land, and 
shall be recoverable as damages. 
XXVIII. 
Regulation to prevent If the dung or soil of any stable, cow- 
accumulations of Dung, house or pigstye or other collection of 
refuse matter, elsewhere than in any 
farm-yard, be at any time allowed to 
accumulate within the limits of the 
Settlement for more than seven days, or 
for more than two days after a quantity 
exceeding one ton has been collected in 
any place not allowed by the Council, 
such dung, soil or refuse, if not removed 
within twenty-four hours after notice 
from any officer of the Council for that 
purpose, shall become the property of 
the Council, and they, or any person 
with whom they have at the time any 
subsisting contract for the removal of 
refuse, may sell and dispose of the same, 
and the money thence arising shall be 
‘applied towards the purposes of the 
ouneil, or they may recover the ex- 
pense of such removal from the o¢ceupier 
of the building or land as damages. 
| XXIX. 
Certificate of the om- If any time the Officer of health, or if 
sor of Health, Filth tobe for the time being there beno Officer of 
health, any two Surgeons or Physi- 
cians, or one Sargeon and one Physi- 
cian’ residing within the limits of the 
settlentent, certify: under his or their 
hands to the Council that any aecumu- 
lation of dung, soil, or filth or other 
noxious or offensive matter, within the 
said limits ought to be removed, as be- 
ing injurious to the health of the inhabi- 
tants, the Secretary of the Council shalb 
forthwith give notice to the owner, or 
reputed owners of such dung, soil or filth, 
or to the eecupier of the land where the 
same are, to remove the same within 
twenty-four howrs after such notice : and, 
in case of failure to eomply with such 
uotice, the said dung, soil or filth shall 
thereupon become vested in the Council 
and they, er any person with whom 
they have at that time contracted for 
the removal of all such refuse, may sell 
and dispose of the same, and the money 
thence arising shall be applied towards. 
the purposes of the Council, and they 
may recover the expence of such remo-~ 
val from sach occupier or owner in the 
same manner as damages. 


bei and perifed on If at any time the Officer of Health 

w an 1 on atany time e cer 0 e y 

“ page Omicer of or, if for the time ae there be no 
Officer of Health, any Two Surgeons 


or Physicians, or one Surgeon and One 
Physician, residing within the said 
limits, certify under his or their hands 
to the Council that any house or part of 
any house or building within the limits 
of the settlement is im such a filthy or 
unwholesome condition that the health 
ef the inmates or of the neighbours is. 
thereby affected or endangered, or that. 
the whitewashing, cleansing, or purify- 
mg of any house or building or any 
part thereof would tend to prevent or 
| check infectious or contagious disease: 
4 | | therein, or that any drain, privy or 
3 = is in such a defective state 


occupier or owner do not comply with 
such order he shall be liable to a penalty 
not exceeding TEN DO for 
every day’s neglect thereof; and in 
such case the Council may cause such 
house or any part thereof, to be white- 
washed, cleansed and purified, or the 
ndition of such drain, privy or cess- 

1 to be amended, and many recover 
the expense thereof from such occupier 
or owner in the samo manner as da- 


XXXT. 

If any candle-house, melting-house 
melting-place or soap-house, or any 
slaughter-house, or any building or 

lace for boiling offal or blood, or for 
boiling or crushing bones, or any pig- 
stye, necessary house, dunghill, manure 
heap, or any manufactory, building, or 
place of business within the limits of 
the settlement be at any time certified 
to the Council by the I tor of 
Nuisances, or Officer of Health, or if 
for the time being there be no Inspector 
of Nuisances or Officer of Health, by 
any two Surgeons or Physician, or 
one Surgeon and one Physician to be 
@ nuisance or injurious to the health of 
the inhabitants, the Council shall direct 
complaint to be made before the Consul 
of the nation of the person by or on 
whose behalf the work complained of 
is carried on, and such Consul shall en- 
quire into such complaint, and may by 
an order in writing under his hand, 
order such person to discontinue or re- 
medy the nuisance within such time as 
to him shall appear expedient. Pro- 
vided always that it appear to such 
Consul that in carrying on any business 
complained of, the best means then 
known to be available for mitigating 
the nuisance, or the injurious effects of 
such business have not been adopted, 
they may suspend their final determi- 
nation, upon condition that the person 
so complained against shall undertake 
to adopt within a reasonable time such 
means as the said Consul shall judge to 
be practicable and order to be carried 
into effect for mitigating or preventing 
the injurious effects of such business. 
XXXII. 


Council may order Nai- 


? sances to be abated, 


e * 3° Obe 
Every occupier of any building or , Obstruction of Sca- 


land within the said limits, and every 
other person, who refuses to permit the 
said scavengers to remove such dirt, 


ashes, or rubbish as by these Bye-laws © 


they are authorized to do, or who ob- 

structs the said scavengers in the per- 

formance of their duty shal] for every 

such offence be liable to a ty not ex- 
ceeding TW ENTY- DOLLARS. 

| | XXXITL. 


No Straw Shed, Bamboo Houses or 
Buildings of like inflammable material 
shall be erected within the settlement, 
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Council whose duty it will be to assign 
the locality or place within which such 
goods may be safely stored, and every 
refusal to obey, or lience of the 
order of the MP cen in this behalf 
shall be visited with a penalty of TWO 
HUNDRED AND F DOLLARS, 
and a penalty of ONE HUNDRED 
DOLLARS for every TWENPY-FOUR HOURS 
of continued disobedience, and such pe- 
nalty er with the preceding pen- 
alty and all other fines and penalties 
declared by these Bye-Laws shall be 
recoverable in a snmmary manner before 
the Consul or Court having jurisdiction 
over the offender or defaulter. 
XXXIV. 
Livenses. No Foreigner or Chinese shall vend 
Spirits or Liquors of any kind or des- 
cription, or open a house of public en- 
tertainment, Music Hall, Theatre, Circus 
or Dancing Saloon within the limits of 
the Settlement, without a Licence first 
obtained from the Council, and in the 
case of foreigners, countersigned by the 
Consul of the nationabity to which the 
—— belongs, and upon good and 
sufficient security given for the mainte- 
nance of order m such «stablishment, 
and in respect of such Licenses the 
Council may charge on such scale as 
may be authorized at the usual meetings 
of rate-payers:— 
For every Wine and Spirit ; 
Shop annmally, ........... 
For every Beer Shop. siedes 
For a House of Entertain- 
ment, Hotel or Tavern, 


Music Hall, 

Theatre ....{ For every 

Circus, ...... : 

DancingSa- | night open, 
loon ...... 


And any person opening or ca 
or holding, any such Shop, Store, House 
of Entertainment, Music Hall, Theatre, 
Circus or Dancing Hall without havin 
first obtained the License of the Counci 

. Shall over and above the cost of the 
License and Summons, be liable to a fine 


Disturbance'inStrests, persons firing Guns or Pistols, 
. Pee aniien’s Noise or Disturb- 
ance, and all guilty of furious 
or improper riding or driving, or the 
leading of Horses up and down an 
thoroughfare for exercise, or who 
commit any act which may legitimately 
come within the meaning of the term 
Nuisance, shall be liable to a penalty of 
XXXVI. 


Lampe All persons "driving carriages or carts 
of any descripti one hour 
after sunset and one hour before sunrise, 
must affix lighted lamps to their vehi- 
cles, under penalty of FIVE DOLLARS 
for each omission. 


ie 


Provided that nothing in this Bye- 
Law be coustructel to extend to the 
carrying of Fowling-pieces for the pur- 
pose of shootin rame, 


VIL 
CU shall be lawfal for any officer or T*snslent offender, 
azent of the Council and all persons +. a 


called by him to his assistance, to seize 
aud detain any person who shall have 
committed any offence against the pro- 
visions of these Bye-Laws, and whose 
name and residence shall be unknown 
t» such officer or agent, and convey 
him, with all convenient despatch, be- 
fore his proper Consul, without any 
warrant or other authority than these 


By-Laws. 
XXXIX. 

If any such nuisance, or the cause Penalty for Disobe- 
of any such injurious effects as aforesaid, “n°? % Onde of Con 
be not discontinued or remedied within : 
sach time as shall be ordered by the said 
Consul, the person by or on whose be- 
half the business causing such numance 
is carried on, shall be liable to a penalty 
not exceeding TWENTY-FIVE DOL- 

LARS tor every day during which such 
nuisance shall be continued or unreme-— 
died after the expiration of such time as 
aforesaid. 

XL. 


Nothing in, these Bye-Laws con- Bye-Lews. 
tained shall be construed to render law- | 
ful any act or omission on the, part of 
auy person which is, or would be deemed 
tu be a nuisance at common law from 
prosecution or action in respect thereof, 
according to the forms of proceeding at 
_ Common law, nor from the consequences 
upon being convicted thereof. 

LL. 

Every penalty or forfeiture imposed _ Penalties to be summa- 
by these Bye-Laws made in pursuance ™ ™°"*T* 
tuereof, the recovery of which is not 
otherwise provided for, may be reco- 
vered by summary proceeding before the 
proper Consular representative, and it 
shall be lawful for such Consular repre- 
sentative upon conviction, to adjudge 
the offender to pay the penalty or for- 
fviture incurred, as well as such costs 
attending the conviction, as such Con- 
sular representative shall think fit. 

XLII. 

These Bye-Laws shall be printed, and | Publication of Bye- 
the Secretary of the Council shall de- * 
liver a printed copy thereof, te every 
rate payer applying for the same, with- 
out charge ; and a copy thereof shall be 
hung up in the front, or in some con- 
eyes 2 part of the principal office of 
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ERRATA. . 


Tientsin Report, Page 6, near the bottom of second col., for “Zu Wén-hsin” read— 
“Tu-Wén-hsiu.” In the next line for “Hsi-pu Kwo wang” read— “ Hsi-mi- 
kuo-wang.” 


Chefoo Report, Page 3, top of second col., for “ Jamcronete lead ore,” read— 
“Jamesonite lead ore.” | 
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FORHIGN TRADE WITH CHINA, 


For the Year 1868. 


er Majesty's Envoy Extraordinary and Minister Plenipotentiary in China 


Seva 


is pleased to direct that the Trade Reports from the several Consulates for the year 


Le 


1868, together with such of the Tabular Returns as seem likely to be of interest to 


\ 


Merchants, shall be published for general information. 


yo HUGH FRASER, 


Secretary of Legation. 


6th 1869. | ‘ sas ais ) 
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TAMSUY AND KELUNG. 


No. 17.—P. 


British Vick Consv.atTE, 
Tamsuy, 3lst December, 1868. 


Sir, 


I have the honor to hand you 
herewith the following Trape Returns 
for the Ports of Tamsuy and Kelung, 
and my commercial. report thereon for 
the year ending at date. 


1. General Return of British Shipping ut 
Tamsuy and Kelung. 

2. Return showing the shipping opera- 
tions at Tamsuy and Kelung re- 
spectively. 

3. Return of Foreign Shipping (not Brit- 
ish) at the ports of Tamsuy and 
Kelung. 

4. Return showing Foreign Imports in 
Foreign vessels for the two ports. 
Return of Chinese Produce imported 
in Foreign bottoms to the two 

ports. 

Return of Chinese Produce exported 
in Foreign bottoms from the two 
ports. 

Upon these Returns I now venture the 

few following remarks :— 


Tue Surpprinc.—Referring to British 
vessels alone, shows, [ am happy to say, 
a large and remarkable increase. It is 
true that the number and tonnage of 
steamers is slightly below that of last 
year ; but that is a question of no mo- 
ment, as they come only to bring opium 
and piece goods, or to coal,—lying in the 
former case off the port but for a few 
hours; and it is mere chance work 
whether a large steamer like the Glengyle 
of 1265 tons, or the Undine of only 386 
tons, brings the drug. As regards trade 
interests, therefore, as judged by the 
number and tonnage of the steamers 
visiting the port, there has been no fall- 
ing off. On the other hand, the very 
large increase—speaking as I do, com- 
paratively, of small ports—in the sailing 
vessels, is worthy of note. Last year we 
had but 24 of these visiting this Vice- 
Consular district, of the tonnage of 6,784 
tons ; and of these, 15 of 4,628 tons took 
coal from Kelung. We have now 62 
vessels of 16,140 tons trading here, of 
which 44 of 12,394 tons traded in coal 
at Kelung, showing an excess of 38 ves- 
sels of 9,356 tons, for 1868 over 1867, I 
am not, however, inclined to regard this 
sudden increase as be! nt. I 


* 


= 


necessarily bring forward British ship- 
ping; and I should not be surprised 
were the Returns of 1869 to shew a fall- 
ing off, as it cannot be doubted that 
there is a general preference, as regards 
coasting trade, for foreign (t.¢., not 
British) vessels of the class of schooners 
and barques. Yet, however, I do not 
anticipate any diminution in the actual 
foreign tonnage, but, on the contrary, a 
steady increase. 


Foreien Surprinc.—In this also there 
is an increase, but only a slight one, 
there being only two or three vessels of 
some 3,000 tons in excess of last year’s 
Return. It is, however, worthy of ob- 
servation that the Danish ships have 
supplanted those of Holland, there being 
6 of the former and none of the latter 
this year, against seven of the latter and 
none of the former last year. We have 
also had vessels from Japan, Siam and 
Norway ; while Russia remains unrepre- 
sented. 


Forrien Imports.—The sum total of 
these shews a decided decrease. It must 
not, however, be judged from this that 
there is any falling off in trade. Prima- 
rily, I put this decrease to the fact of the 
merchants having large stocks of various 
goods on hand at the close of 1867, which 
has necessarily not called forward sup- 
plies from other places. An examina- 
tion of the Return will, however, shew 
that the decrease is confined to a few 
unimportant items, or to other costly 
ones, a slight decrease in the importation 
of which would make a perceptible dif- 
ference in the figures of the Returns of 
a small district like this. This falling 
off will chiefly be noticed in Opium and 
Woollen piece goods, but, as before stated, 
there is reason to attribute it to heavy 
stocks on hand at the beginning of the 
year. Another cause to account for the 
falling off of Opium consignments, is to 
be found in the almost undoubted fact 
that Chinese merchants import it in 
native vessels’ to Tenkcham and other 
places on the West Coast, where it evades 
the Foreign Customs dues and has but 
to defray the “ Lekin” tax, which in it- 
self is lighter than it is at Tamsuy. This 
Lekin tax question, although one very 
difficult to deal with, concerning, as it 
apparently does, only Chinese officials and 
merchants, should yet be made the sub- 
ject of remonstrance, as it actually does 
great harm to foreign trade, and is, con- 
sequently, opposed to the wording of the 
Treaty. Here the “ Lekin” tax on Opium 
is as much as $60 per chest. 


Native Imports In Foreien Bortoms. 
—Here also is a marked falling off, 
amounting to about £7,000. It is not, 


tive trade, and it is impussible to account 


ee 


for it. The shortcomings will be noticed 
rn in Cotton, Nankeens, Paper, 
| es and Sugar candy, of which ab- 
solutely none has come forward against 


about £700 worth last year. 


NATIVE PRODUCE EXPORTED IN ForEIGN 
Borroms.—I now come to the Return 
which I consider, with that of Foreign 
shipping, as shewing more conclusively 
than any others, whether there is relaxa- 
tion of, or progression in Foreign trade. 
I have shewn that the Foreign Import 
trade holds its own, that foreign 
shipping has greatly in during 
the past year. The ca of the falling 
» off in the quantity and value of Chinese 


ea produce im ported, can be known only to 


the native merchants, who, in almost every 
case, import it. As regards Chinese ex- 
ports, however, the case is different, the 
most valuable of them being in a great 
measure in the hands of foreign mer- 
chants. And it is therefore with, consid- 
erable satisfaction that [ am‘ able to 
report an increase on last year’s return of 
more than £38,000, a sum more than 
-sufficient to counterbalance any deficit 
which may appear in regard to native and 
Foreign Imports. 

I now proceed to mention some of 
the principal articles of export, and to 
offer a few remarks on each. 


CampHor.—In view of the apparent 
complete extinction of the monopoly 
which has existed for some time past in 
this important product, it may not prove 
uninteresting to take a comprehensive 
retrospective view of the causes which 
led to its formation and decline. It orig- 
inated with certain Cantonese Compra- 
dores, who had been in the employ of 
Foreign merchants some years ago, when 
they turned their attention to transac- 
tions in the article in question. When, 
from causes which I have already sub- 
mitted to your Excellency, camphor was 
neglected, these compradores left the 
firms which had employed them, co-oper- 
ated, and by means of bribery and 
the powerful influence which they were 
enabled to command in the Fuhkéeii 
province, obtained from the Viceroy a 
concession of monopoly in dealing in cam- 
phor, which had the effect of practically 
placing the whole trade in their hands to 
the exclusion of Foreign merchants. This 
system being clearly adverse to our treaty 
rights, I submitted the question to the 
Viceroy, and succeeded in obtaining from 
him a written declaration that our mer- 
chants might trade in camphor with 
whomsoever they pleased. Supported by 
this authorisation, I took measures which 
have resulted in the end in a peaceful so- 
lution of a serious difficulty ; and camphor 
is now purchaseable at lower rates than 
it has been for a long time past. 


Tea.--I would again ask your Excel- 
lency’s attention to the necessity of caus- 
ing some difference between the duties on 
first class teas and those of a lower quali- 
ty. The imposition is a grievous burden 
_ here, where the teas are usually of an 


on this head, would, undoubtedly, lead to 
an expansion of trade in that article. 


Tiwper.—aA trade in this article is 
springing up, and is decidedly worthy of 
fostering. Formosa, no doubt, produces 
splendid wood ; and the Chinese Govern- 
ment should be induced to offer every 
facility for opening up the East coast 
which produces it. The introduction of 
a system of guaranteed cargo boats trad- 
ing on this coast, will give us the opper- 
tunity of availing ourselves of a vast 
mine of timber of great value, and of ex- 
tensively developing the resources of the- 
country, 

Coat.—Under this head I would 
earnestly solicit your Excellency to cause 
some reduction of the enormous duties 
levied upon it, namely 66} per cent. The 
amount is preposterous, and hampers 
the trade, which, as the returns shew, 
would vastly increase were due facilities 
offered. The information which has been 
supplied to your Excellency on this 
head, as regards the prime cost of coal 
and its charges for freight &., is very 
erroneous. I have been at some pains to 
ascertain the true state of the case, and 
cannot do better than lay before you 
copy of the letter which was addressed to 
me by Mr. Kerr of the firm of Dodd & 
Co., on this subject. I also enclose 2 
pro forma Invoices and account sales sup- 
plied to me by Messrs. Dodd & Co. By 
these your Excellency will perceive that. 
the charges are indeed very onerous, and 
that it would be a great boon could they 
be lightened. : 

I take this opportunity of forwarding 
to your Excellency a very able report 
drawn up at my request by Mr. Assistant 
Allen, on the coal trade and mining in the 
districts around Kelung. It gives a very 
clear insight into the method of conduct- 
ing these operations. : 

I may mention that a Mr. Wood, min- 
ing engineer recently employed in Siberia, 
has come to Kelung for the purpose of 
applying European science tw the better 


‘development of these mines. I have told 


him that, while I am not ina position to 


sanction his commencing operations on 


his own account, yet that I am prepared 
to afford him every assistance in my 
power, and that T shall place no obstacle 
in the way of his being employed as 
overseer by any Chinese mine owners. 
By adopting this course, it appears to me 
that European skill will be brought to 
bear without the Chinese authorities be- 
ing able to make any objections, and 
gradually, as the novelty of the thing 
wears off, and theadvantages of the system 
become apparent, others will follow the 
example set them, whereby a great ex- 
tension of the coal trade must assured- 


ly result, as a far superior class of coal 
will then be produ 
Generally speaking, the prospects of 


Tamsuy and Kelung are very satisfac- 
tory, and the inauguration ofthe system of 
guaranteed cargo boats is likely to prove 
highly beneficial. Setting aside the 
serious disturbances, consequent on the 
assault on Messrs. Kerr and Bird, we 


Danced 


have had a very peaceful year.. The 
eamphor monopoly has been destroyed, at 
least in the northern end of the island. 
On my representations Captain Brooker 
of H. M. Surveying ship “Sylvia” mark- 
ed out the most advantageous spots for 


- laying down buoys and setting up bea- 


cons, and during the year one beacon 
has been put up at the entrance of this 
harbour, two at Kelung, beside 2 buoys 
there. A screw-pile buoy was also put 
down at Tamsuy, but was unfortunately 
broken off by a junk, and it cannot be 
replaced for some time. Tamsuy harbour 
was also surveyed by Captain Brooker. 
lam much indebted to Mr. Taintor, 
the Commissioner here, for his courtesy 
in allowing me to avail myself of the 
(Customs books in compiling my Return of 
Trade ; whereby I am enabledto transmit 
them to your Excellency at a much 
earlier date than I should otherwise have 
been enabled to do. 
Respectfully, 
Henry F. Hott. 


MEMORANDUM. 


The following items of information re 
lative to the coal mines in the neighbour- 
hood of Kelung, partly derived from 
personal investigations, and partly the 
result of enquiries made consequent on 
a visit paid to the mines on the 14th 
instant, may not prove uninteresting. 

The mines at present in working order 
are forty-six in number, and occupy a 
tract of country covering an area of some 
30 miles to the eastward of the town 
of Kelung. They produce an aggregate, 
in the year, of 300,000 piculs or 17,142 
tons, a third of which is exported in 200 
junks from Kelung, Some 1,300 miners 
are employed, whose wages are at the 
rate of 40 cents a day per man, while that 
of the porters carrying the coal to the 
water’s edge, averages 30 cents. The 
range of hills in which the coal is found 
in abundance touches the seaboard at a 


small bay called Pa-tow-ah ( A2+4F) 
known in the charts as Coal Harbour, 3 
miles distant from Kelung. The distance 
from this bay to the nearest mine, is } 
of a mile up hill, down which the coal is 
brought by porters, and taken thence in 
junks to Kelung for sale. A navigable 
creek called Tien-lias Kiang ( ) 
24 miles in length, connects the more 
remote or “inner mines” with Kelung 
itself. : 
The cost of transport from coal Har 
bour to Kelung, by water, is from $ 1.50 
to ¢ 2 per 100 piculs, it being influenced 
by the state of the weather ; while that 
from the inner mines along the creek to 
Kelang is about $ 1 per 100 piculs, the 
boats used carrying 50 piculs or 8 tons. 
The price of the coal at the pit's mouth 
is quoted at $ 13, and at K it ranges 
from $16 to $ 22 per 100 pi that is, 
from 13s. to 18s. * 2 ton, the latter 
The coal is found within a very few feet 
of the surface, and the mines are, in most 


cases, worked into the side of, the hill 


in y a horizontal direction, the 


L 4] 


enabled to run off easily through the en- 
trance. In some instances, however, the 
strata dip slightly inwards, and then 
pumps on the same principle as the chain- 
pumps seen in the paddy fields through- 
out Southern China, are employed, which, 
worked by three or four men, raise about 
29 gallons of water per minute. This 
contrivance answers well enough for the 
little drainage necessary. The depth of 
the mine hardly exceeds 500 yards, as 
when the vein is worked through, it is 
left; its height at the entrance varies 
from 3 to 20 feet. 

The lamps used by the miners are 
merely small saucers with oil, and a wick 
protruding over the side, one end of which 
is lighted, and the sancer placed ina niche 
in the side of the mine. Firedamp seems 
unknown, though no special means are 
employed to secure ventilation. 

The proprietors of the mines are, as a 
rule, the descendants of the first settlers 
after the expulsion of the savages ; the 
heads of the clans some 20 years ago, 
petitioned the officials to prohibit the 
working of the mines, for fear of the ill- 
luck which would, as they said, result 
but the payment of a slight tax sufficed 
to gvercome any opposition at that time. 
The obstinacy of the officials, combined 
with the want of proper mining ability, 
has hitherto impeded the working of 
the most productive beds of coal; said 
to he beneath the level of the river 
leading to Kelung. The proprietors state 
their unwillingness to sell or lease the 
mines to foreigners without official sanc- 
tion, and their capital does not admit 
of their employing foreign machinery. 
The war-tax levied on the exportation, 
amounts to $ 2.40 per 1,000 piculs, or 
24d. a ton, the picul of this district be- 
ing estimated at 128 lbs. 

With regard to the respective merits 
of Coal Harbour and Kelung, it may be 
observed that the latter, though in the 
main the largest harbour of the two, has 
not sufficient depth of water to shelter 
more than four or five vessels at work at 
one time, during the prevalence of a 
north-west wind, to which it is peculiarly 
exposed ; and it is not, as before stated, 
so near to the mines. | | 

The chief faults found with the Kelung 
coal are, that it burns too quickly, and 
generates an enormous amount of smoke. 
If properly mined, however, these defects 
might disappear. Some obtained last 
year was considered to be but 25 per 
cent inferior to the best Welsh coal. 

It is a matter of regret that the For- 
mosan coal mines cannot have the ad- 


NEWCHWANG. 
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TRADE AND COMMERCE. 


‘The Returns of 1868 continue to pro- 
claim the increasing value of the trade 
at this port, the total trade in imports 
and exports being taels 6,665,376, or 
£ 2,221,792, against taels 5,525,34 0, or 
£1, ‘S41, 780 in 1867; that is te say, an 
increase of more than one million tacls. 
‘The manner of this increase too is most 
satisfactory, a8 it arises entirely from the 
import trade (that in exports has actual- 
ly declined greatly) and especially in 

piece-goods, the arrival of which 
in some cases is double, treble, four and 
even five times (in the case of T-Cloths) 
the amount sold here in the year of 
1867. 1 cannot, however, pronounce 
this increase to be all real increase in 
the trade of the port, and in consumption 
in the vast regions ,which it supplies. 
There are very large stocks of all sorts 
of piece-goeds, especially grey-shirtings, 
in the hands of both foreign and native 
merchants, and I believe myself to be 
within the mark when I say that more 
than One-third of that description of 
goods is still unsold in Ying-tsze and 
other places in the interior. By this ac- 


tion, importers residing not here but 


established in other ports, principally 
Shanghai, and dealing through resident 
agents here, have forestalled to a great 
extent the import tradeof thecurrent year, 
which in all probability will be remark- 
able more for its export than its import 
trade. Still it-is. undoubtedly the fact, 
incontestably supported by the appear- 
ance Of the fine large shops of Kwan- 
ching-tsze and Kirin, 330 and 410 miles 
away from here in the north, that the 
use Of foreign material for clothing has 
inereased greatly, and that the taste for 
our warmer and more expensive woollen 
and woollen mixtures, has been developed 
among the trading classes and the farmers 
of the enormous tracts already recovered 
from the Manchoorian and Mongolian 
waste lands,—tracts, vast in themselves, 
but really forming but a portion only of 
the rich uncultivated region still stretch- 
ing away in the North of the province of 
Kirin, mm nearly all that of Tsi-tsi-har 
and almost all throughout Eastern Mon- 
gels. If we hope, however, to introduce 

» a8 warm clothing 

the 


there witha pound or aval <ottia’ grown 
in their own fields, make temporarily 
- one-usefal warm garment for the winter, 
which is agnin as etsily resolved into two 
as the warm weather returns. 


I enclose a list of the various imports 
in which a great increase is observed— 
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The importation of steel has, on the 
other hand, decreased 94,149 Ibs., almost 
half. While the importation of English 
drills has increased about treble, that of 
American has slightly declined, and that 
of Dutch has done so still more. [ 
attribute this to the fact that the Chinese 
here have not yet learnt to discriminate 
between the different sorts of drills, and, 
finding the English cheaper, have failed to 
appreciate the greater durability of the 
American. 

The iron has been all disposed of, and 
this enormous increase is in spite of the 
presence of iron mines in the eastern 
portion of this, the Fungteén, province 
and near Moukden; at the former of 
these, bars of very creditably prepared 
iron are produced. The importation of 
foreign, chiefly English, iron is due not 
so much to its superiority, or to any po- 
verty of the, native mines, but to the 

of the way to make them yield 

their full wealth, and to the physical 

difficulties of transit. The roads even in 

- look as if they were intended 

difficulty in the way Of traffic, 

facilities ; in 

and 

than a 

mule track, and résémible most the dry 
bed of a mountain torrent. 


_ Oprom. — The importation in 1868 
was somewhat greater than in 1867, 
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2,846 9/io9 and 2,568 ©/;o9 or an in- 
crease of 259 piculs. Of this, however, 
about 159 piculs were re-exported, leav- 
ing the net increase at 100 piculs. This 
is in the face of a yearly greater produc- 


tion of native opium in this province, 


and tends to allay a fear often expressed 
that the native will supplant the Indian 
opium. The consumption of the drug 
must be, as the Chinese assert, extending 
most rapidly amongst all classes of society. 
I am indebted to a merchant of this town 
for the following information relative to 
native opium. 

The supply from the interior is about 
1,000 piculs annually, to which may be 


Os added 300 piculs grown in the district of 


Yung-ping in Chih-li. Good opiuin yields 
90 per cent of prepared drug, the second 
class only 70 per cent. The best Indian 
opium gives only 85 per cent, but the 
strength and flavour are much superior 
to those of the native growth. In addi- 
tion to the universal imperial land tax, 
each mow of ground pays 2,000 small 
cash (about 4s. 6d. an acre) and the 
grower is responsible for, and I presume 
the collector of, a duty amounting to 20 
cash an ounce. This at different rates 
of exchange, may be equivalent to taels 3 
or 3.50 a picul;on the same weight of 
Indian opium, the Chinese Government 
receives an import duty of T's. 30. At 
the different cities and trading places the 
native opium is subject once to a tax of 
taels 18.60 equally with the Indian, but 
the loss of the import duty causes the 
Imperial Government to discountenance 
the cultivation of the poppy, and this 
year again prohibitory proclamations 
have been issued. | am told in another 
quarter that in the coming season some 
200 mow (about 33 acres) are to be sown 
with poppy seed near Liao-yang, a city 
to the N.E. and distant 86 miles from 
this port. The price of the native opium 
ranges at taels 220 to 250 a picul less 
than that of the foreign. Very little of 
the former is brought to this town, 
though it is consumed in some of the 
_ neighboring cities. Its -use is chiefly 
confined to the places of production to 
the North. 
SuHiprine & Exports. 

Shipping and the export trade are so 
dependent on each other, and have this 
year affected Exchange so seriously that 
I cannot treat of them separately. 

The employment of British shipping 
in the carrying trade of this port, to us 
at present the most valuable branch of 
trade here, has suffered a considerable 
diminution ; 42 vessels of 16,930 tons 
burthen having entered at this Consulate 
less than during 1867. The vessels of 
other countries have the 
same falling off, the of all na- 
tions being 211 vessels of 70,634 tons in 


1868 327 vessels of 110,418 tons . 
in 1867. I continue a ative table 


of British and North German | 


furnished the last few the late 
Mr. Meadows, which 


ay 


the amounts respectively being piculs” 


has diminished less than that of this our 


most serious rival. 
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I have asked the Taotai, who is the 
Superintendent of the Native as well as 
of the foreign customs, for returns of 
junks reported at the Hookwan, or native 
custom house ; and from the information 
he has kindly supplied, I find that the 
junk trade has declined this year equally 
with that of the Foreign shipping, as is 


shown below. 


1867. 1868. 
Kiang-nan junks...... 1,776 1,020. 
Ningpo Seer See |S 
SORRGHIINE «55 eles 427... $02... 
Tientsin se Ss ie cals 648 506. 


Notwithstanding this, another proof 
of the progress of trade and one which 
I may well introduce here, is that the 
native custom house for the year July 
1867 to June 1868, instead of paying, as 
in previous years, less than the stipulated 
amount into the Imperial , re- 
ported a surplus of Taels 80,000 ; in re- 
ward for which honesty and energy the 
Superintendent has received, as a mark 
of Imperial favour, brevet rank of a 
Mandarin of the 2nd class. 

The causes of this falling off im the 

ing trade are various. The chief is 


Cort ae var 
that the abundance of the sugar cane 


harvest of 1867, in Fuhkien and Kwang- 
tung, induced the farmers to plant less 


the Southern farmers to manure with 
beancake less valuable crops than sugar 
and cotton. The Shanghai market for 
this article was ordinarily fair, but the 
‘slight demand for it and the very small 
prices offered for it in the:sugar districts, 
and the determination of the beancake 
producers here not to lower their prices 
allowed so small a margin for freights, 
that ships were obliged to find employ- 
ment elsewhere. Of the North-German 
shipping available for the trade of this 

many seized the opportunity of 
the demand for ‘rice in Europe to return 
thither with cargoes of Southern Chinese 
rice, and a similar demand in Japan pro- 
vided other vessels with employment be- 
tween China and that country. 

On and since the opening of this port 
to foreign trade, beancakes were sold 
here for taels 1.50 to 2.00 for ten cakes, 
but as the people grew richer they gra- 
dually raised the price, and at one time 
(July 1867) it reached taels 4.80. The 
harvests of 1868 have again been good, 
but little inferior to those of 1867, 
some of which is still unsold, and these 
large stocks and another cause (to be men- 
tioned below) have already shewn the 
necessity of lowering the rates somewhat. 
Svon after the opening of the season of 
navigation, in May, the rate was taels 
3.70 and at the close of the year, in 
December, fell to taels 2.75, and if the 
Chinese are now willing to lower them 
still more, to an extent commensurate 
with the situation, there will be employ- 
ment in the open season of this year, 
1869, for a large quantity of shipping. 

The other cause referred to above as 
likely to bring down the prices of pulse 
and beancake is, that though the port 
was visited last year by 116 fewer ves- 
sels, a much greater amount of imports 
was brought by them than in the year 
preceding, and as less native produce was 
exported, a large quantity had to be paid 
for in sycee. I append a list of the 
comparative exportation of , bean- 
eake and oil in 1867 and 1868. 


a 


Decrease 
1867. 1868. in 1868. 


1,141,927] 807,994| 233,933 
2,543,568 | 1,284,767 | 1,258,801 
20,608} 15,084 8,524 


Further it is seen that the excess of 
the value of Imports over that of Ex 
was, in 1867 only taels 657,056 or 
£219,015, while in 1868 it amounted to 


Le 4 


the open season, the exchange rose to 
9,700 small cash a tael, and at the close 
of the English year, instead of falling, 
rose still further to 10,450, and at the 
close of the Chinese ‘year, remaihed at 
11,000. This scarcity has catised t 
loss and much distress among the Chinese 
merchants, and the failure of many firms 
in other cities and trading places ; though 
here no serious failures have resulted 
from it. This draining of the sycee 
makes it still more n for the 
Chinese to dispose of their native produce 
(pulse and its manufactured forms, form- 
ing practically the only exports here) at 
prices that admit of their being largely 
taken in exchange for imports this com- 
ing season. 

The Peruvian guano, Java, and lat- 
terly Hainan oilcake are, I learn, steadi- 
ly making their way in the farming 
districts in the south, and the pulse 
growers of these provinces, who are 
again yearly taking more and more 
waste lands into cultivation, must either 
lower their prices so as to compete with 
these manures in the old markets, and 
to permit of beancake being used as a 
general fertiliser, or else they must es 
pare to employ a large portion of it 
themselves, and grow other and more 
valuable crops. 


Loca Taxation. 

One great feature in the foreign trade 
of this port is the entire restriction of 
that trade to the port itself. In the first 
years, difficulties, or rather prohibitions 
were put by the local government in the 
way of foreign merchants, who tried to 
sell and buy in the interior, and after 
this action was declared cont to 
Treaty, an interpretation of the XXVIIT 
Article of the Treaty (Transit Dues) by 
the late Sir Frederick Bruce, making 
commutation of inland dues compulsory, 
and not optional, again made the interior 
a closed region to foreign enterprise. 
Instead of the country being studded 
with barriers and custom-houses, as is 
the case in China Proper, there are ac- 
tually no stations of this kind through- 
out the country. Goods of all descrip- 
tion, (with the one exception 
of native grown opium) travel free and 
untaxed after entering, or until they 
leave the port. During a long tour that 
I made last along almost the whole 
border of this province, into that of 
Kirin and along the great Eastern Mon- 
golian brink road, connecting Moukden 
and Kwan-ching-tsze, not one such cus- 
tom station was crossed or could be 


heard of. Carts and ons indeed 
were lightly taxed, but ds were liter- 
ally free. It may be that the option of 


conveying their goods certificated or un- 
certificated will be secured to Briti 

merchants here, as it is at other ports ; 
and that the extension of trade may 
cause them to be glad of a relief from 
the burden of a compulsory commuta- 
tion’; but it will be some time before 
trade moves out of the grooves, and 
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for itself; and in fact it is doubtful whe- 
ther, with the exception perhaps of one 
firm which may desire to buy peas in 
the interior, foreign .merchants. feel-any 
need or desire to carry merchandise 
away from the port town, or to make 
purchases of native produce before it 
arrives here. | 

There was an attempt made by the 
Tartar General at Kirin in the 9th Chi- 
nese month to impose a military contri- 
bution tax on the trade of Kwan-ching-tsze. 
The merchants resisted the attempt and 
threatened to close their places of busi- 
ness,—a proceeding which, if persisted in 
for a whole day, in China Proper is suffi- 
cient in itself to cause an enquiry and 
the punishment of the local officials. 
The Tartar-General threatened severe 
punishment to the owner of the first 
establishment that closed,’ but gained 
only an obedience to the letter, not the 
spirit, of his commands. A total cessa- 
tion of all business for 15 days was the 
result ; and the merchants gained the 
day as much from the Tartar-General’s 
loss of temper as from the assistance 
given them by Prince Po (son of Sang- 
kolinsin) their landlord, in whose terri- 
tory the town lies, subsequently, the 
merchants having successfully combatted 
the imposition of a regular and permanent 
tariff on’ their’ principal articles of com- 
merce, made a voluntary offering of cash 
notes equivalent to taels 10,000 (about 
£3,000) to the military fund, premising 
that no precedent was to be founded on 
it. This shows the freedom these pro- 
vinces enjoy from the Lekim taxes which, 
at other ports, are so fruitful a source of 
complaints and which are so difficult to 
be dealt with. 


Foreten PopuLaTion AND INDUSTRIES. 
—The foreign beancake manufactory, 
which has already been alluded to in 
previous reports, commenced working 
during the month of October last. Al- 
though the machinery, has not been found 
to fulfil all that its projectors intended, 
yet an adaptation of the native method 
in these points, shows that the steam- 


engine is able to produce better bean- 


cake at a less cost. The native mills 
obtain almost the maximum percentage 
of oil, viz: 12 per cent of the weight of 
the beans, an amount which is practically 
found to be the most that can be extract- 
ed ; but that is only, I learn, during the 
most favourable, ie. the warmest part of 


Se ae 


faction. The intense and intelligent 
interest it excited among the Chinese 
Mill owners, at the time of its first work- 
ing, was very remarkable, not only as 
distinguished from the invincible nil 
admirari determination generally show», 
but from an absence of any desire on the 
part of either Mandarins or people to use 
unfair means of preventing its success. 
Although it was desirable on broad public 
grounds, as it would have been more 
gratifying to national pride, that the 
first instance of steam machinery im- 
ported here should fully realise the an- 
ticipations formed, yet the disposition 
evinced by the Chinese towards inncva-. 
tions of this nature is, to my mind, a 
source of congratulation for the future 
interests of this portion of the Chinese 
Empire, when the Government shall per- 
mit of fureign enterprise in the working 
of mines and railways, 

The foreign population resident here 
during 1868, amounted to 82, counting 
women and children. 
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Of these, no less than 20 were pilots. 
A great change will be effected in 
pilotage this coming season. For the 
last two years the pilots were pro- 
tected by the native Government, who 
then made pilotage compulsory on all 
vessels. Now it will be optiénal for ship- 
masters to employ pilots, but it remains 
to be seen whether they will suffer much 
from this “ dis-establishment.” 

GENERAL REMARKS. 

The relations between the local govern- 
ment and foreign officials, and the feeling 
of natives towards foreigners are most 
cordial and satisfactory. The chief local 
official in the case of a Chinese bankrupt, 
has decided upon pursuing the practice 
of tlie law of western nations, in so far as 
collecting the assets here and at other 
places, and paying a dividend equally to 
all creditors, Chinese and foreign. 

The tranquillity of the province con- 
tinues undisturbed, and several arrests 
and executions which have followed the 
few acts of violence. aad robbery lately 
committed, appear to have entirely broken 
the spirit of lawlessness which once cha- 
region. : 

I think it my duty to take notice, here, 


nti the products of Manchooria, and 
the habits and prejudices of the Chinese, 
which would for many years obstruct the 
formation of railways in China.” He 
said that the whole = Boag cope interred 
a vast as the ple inte 
their dead prgpon! spot sdeelal y indi- 
viduals, and those places for wee they 
felt great reverence were so numerous 
that it would be im 
way through the country without dis- 
turbing hundreds of those sacred spots ; 
and the people would not tolerate such 
desecration. With respect to the animals 
found in that part of China, he said that 
the Bengal tiger and leopard often ravage 
the country, etc., etc. 

I must distinctly refute this descrip- 
tion. The country has graves simply 
because it has inhabitants, and be- 
ing but thinly populated, the graves 


are few ; having been comparatively but . 


lately, and in some places quite recently 
colonised, are not the graves of 
many generations; the graves are of 
earth only and not turfed over, which 
fact will of itself speak convincingly of 
the number of less cared for mounds 
which nature is ever silently wearing 
"a by rain and snow. The cemeteries 


© British Consulate, 
Newchwang, 30th March, 1869. 


ewe 


ible to. run a rail-. 


are selected by a family or clan (not in- 
dividuals) the members of which gene- 
rally form themselves into separate small 
villages and there the whole family is 
buried. In the vast level plains, the 
greatest feature of the richest portion of 
Manchooria, not to mention the steppes 
of Eastern Mongolia, these sparse bury- 
ing places, generally surrounded by trees, 
can be more easily avoided and passed 


to the right or left than other obstruc- 


tions in any other country. In the hilly 
and mountainous districts, the graves are 
situated on the hills, where they would 
still less interfere with railways which 
would, if ever introduced there, affect 
the valleys. I speak from personal ob- 
servation, having travelled over nearly 
the whole of this province, into that of 
Kirin, and along the great leyel Mongo- 
lian highway from Kwan-chiny-tsze to 
this port. The time may not hive ar- 
rived for the introduction of railways, 
but graves would not obstract vheir 
course. Of the tigers * and leopards, I 
have to state that they live only in the 
Imperial Hunting grounds, and in the 
uncolonized portions of Kirin and Tsi- 
tsi-har. 


Watrer Ep. Krxe, 
Acting Consul. 


* Nors.—The Chinese tiger and that found in Manchuria are a distinct variety, attaining to a greater size and 


being much yellower than the Bengal tiger. 
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TIENTSIN. 


The total value of the Tientsin trade 
in 1868 as divided into Import, Export 
and Transit Trade, was £8,008,504. 188d, 
showing an increase of value as com- 
pared with that of 1867 of £1,828,034. 
6s Od, and a decrease in value as com- 
ie with that of 1866 of £287,813. 

2s 4d. 

Whilst the trade of 1867, however, 
was most injuriously affected by the un- 
So drought, and consequent bad 
‘harvest of that year, that of 1868 was 
undoubtedly fostered by the good harvest 
of last year. It had, nevertheless, in 
another respect to contend with an ex- 
ceptionally untoward state of things, by 
which the trade of 1866 was not at all, 
and that of 1867 only partially affected, 
viz :—the prolonged anarchy which pre- 
vailed within this province during the 
greater portion of the season. 

_ It is true, as stated in my last year’s 
report, that during the autumn of 1867 


——_— 


“food ‘riots took place in various dis- 


tricts, and bodies of mounted robbers 
rvamed almost unchecked about the 
country,” but the sporadic brigandage 
of that year was éclipsed completely by 
the two rebel raids of 1868, made by an 
organized host. of some 30,000 Nienfei, 
who plundered five cities, ravaged the 
whole province to the South of Tientsin 
and Paou-ting-fu, and kept the field for 
months against an overwhelming majori- 
ty of Imperial troops. 

The districts which were devasted al- 
ternately by Rebels and Imperialists, 
during these two raids, are comprised 
within the 36th and 39th degrees of 
North Latitude, and the 114th and 118th 
of East Longitude ; they include the 
larger half of intramural Chihli and the 
rich plains of North-western Shantung 
that. extend Northwards from the left. 
band of the Yellow River ; the course of 
the Grand Canal, from its junction with 
that river to Tientsin, forming a well 


invasion, its chief object being apparent- 
ly the capture of Paou-ting-fu, the pro- 
vincial capital ; and the. country to the 


East of the Carnal was the scene of the 
second, its chief object being the capture 
of Tientsin. 


known chief of the Shantung Nienfei, 
named Lai Wén-kuang, who was captur- 
ed and beheaded by Li Hung-chang, in 
the Kiang-nan province, in October, 
1867, 

The first raid cut the chief tradal line 
of communication,—which is partly a 
water but principally a land route, be- 
tween Tientsin and Taiku-hsien (in the 
perfecture of Tai-yuen-fu in Shansi) the 


most important inland market in North | 


China as regards the consumption of 
British products ; and the second raid 
cut, for more than three months, the 
great tradal routes between this port and 
Chang-té-fu in Honan and Chi-nan fu 
in Shantung. 

Having sketched thus generally the 
political events which affected commer- 
cial interests at Tientsin last year, the 
shipping and trade statistics may now be 
considered. | 

1. SHrpPIne AND NAVIGATION. 


Taking the entries and clearances for 
1868, the shipping returns show an in- 
crease of 41 vessels and 28,465 tons as 
compared with 1867, and prove that more 
foreign shipping was employed in the 
trade of the por* last year, than in any 
previous year since the inauguration of 
transport in foreign bottoms at Tientsin. 
The entries and clearances from 1861 to 
1868 inclusive having been as follows :— 


TaBLe No. 1. 

Vessels. | Tonnage. 
DE Se Ill 27,161 
BME Uric duicducsinces ant 87 21,921 
ae is 134 36,276 
I a 185 45,968 
RE 209 60,049 - 
ASAE FR Sate, 296 89,259 
UE eves asec chin das 256 80,346 
ES ae eee 296 108,811 


An American steamer of 230 tons, 
which entered ‘port last autumn (laden 
with machinery for the new Chinese 
Powder Mills now in course of construc- 
tion) and has not yet cleared, is not in- 
cluded. in the above statement, neither 
is asmall American sailing vessel of 36 
tons that entered in ballast, and is now 
plying as a lighter between the outer 
and inner anchorages. If these two ves- 
sels were included, the entries for 1868 
would be 299 vessels of 109,077 tons, 
and the clearances of 297 vessels 108,811 
tons. : 

The ggg tage ter in number and 
tonnage of shipping employed in 
1868 over that em ee "% linia 


ret hy a org ide ‘apparent, it will 
seen from the next two tables that in 


The direct trade with England was re- 
presented in 1867 by one sailing vessel 
of 461 tons, and, in 1868, by three sailing 
vessels, of which the te was 1,588 
tons viz., the “Challenge” 649 “ Cymbe- 
line” 390, and “ Vigil” 549. These ves- 
sels brought cargoes consisting chiefly 
of cotton piece goods. The cost of con- 
veyance of these goods by the direct 
ships from England to the outer Taku 
anchorage, was 10s. per bale of 50 pieces, 
the cost of lighterage thence to Tientsin 
being about 2s. per bale, making the total 
cost from England to Tientsin 12s. per 
bale. The average cost of transport at 
the same time from Shanghai to Tientsin, 
made up of shipping, freight and landing 
charges, was about Tis. 24 or 15s. 10d. 
per bale. Since the Chinese buyers of 
piece goods at Shanghai, however, as a 
rule, never insure their shipments to 
Tientsin per steamer, the difference be- 
tween the higher rate of insurance from 
England to this port, and the lower rate 
to Shanghai must be added to the freight 
and lighterage charges on the direct ship- 
ments. This additional charge and an 
extra percentage on the cost of the 
merchandize, which may be added for the 
longer voyage, would probably make the 
cost of laying down a bale of shirtings 
direct from England at Tientsin e ual to, 
but not more than, the present cost of its 
conveyance from Shanghai to Tientsin by 
steamer, and the sum of the charges for 
freight and insurance from England to 
Shanghai will, under present circum- 
stances, represent about the difference as 
to cheapness in favor of the direct over 
the indirect transport, 


Of the other British sailing vessels, 
forty-six in number, which entered in 
1868, seventeen came from Shanghai, 
five of these laden wholly with rice and 
wheat, seven with rice and other cargo, 
chiefly wheat, and five with general 
cargoes ; twenty*fiye arrived’ from Hong- 
kong and the Formosan and_coast ports, 
with sugar, paper and other Chinese 
and Straits produce, the remaining four 
coming from Nagasaki laden chiefly with 
Japanese tea and seaweed. 


Twenty-eight out of the entire forty- 
nine British sailing vessels cleared in 
ballast and twenty-one with cargo. 

The American sailing vessels, one 
from Nagasaki.excepted, were all from 
the coast port® Six brought general 

one rice and one rice and sugar, 
two out of the eight clearing with cargo 
and the rest in ballast. 


The great majority of all the other 

classed as “Sundry” in 

Table No. 3, were under the new North 
Flag, ‘the minority being repre- 


a oe 


Southern China, the Straits Settlements 
and Siam. | 

Only forty of them cleared with cargo, 
sixty-one having left in ballast-; thus 
making, with the English and American 
sailing vessels, a grand total in 1868, of 
ninety-five vessels leaving in_ ballast 
against sixty-three with cargo. 

This fact is significant of the chief 
drawback to a large development of the 
Tientsin trade in foreign bottoms, viz, the 
present paucity of its exports, a drawback 
which would soon be removed, did the 
Peking Government but give up its short- 
sighted policy of opposition to the efficient 
working, by foreign skill and capital, of 
the Northern coal-fields, or did it even 
improve, or permit foreigners to improve, 
the means of internal communication with 
existing coal mines, imperfectly worked 
as these are by the rude native machinery 
now employed. 

The steamer traffic last year was carried 
on chiefly by the Shanghai Steam Naviga- 
tion Company, with a fleet of four vessels; 
by Messrs. Trautmann & Co.’s two steam- 
ers, both purchased in August by a new 
company, called the North-China Steamer 
Company, and by two other steamers 
that were chartered by the same company 
on its formation in that month. 

Large quantities of rice and grain were 
imported throughout the year by the 
steamers, in addition to the imports of 
which they are the regular and almost 
exclusive carriers up the coast, namely, 
cotton piece goods, woollens, opium and 
Hankow tea for the Siberian market. 
Out of the 139 steamers that cleared in 
1868, 11 left in ballast and 128 with 


cargo. 
The importation of rice and grain was 
stimulated last year by an Imperial Edict 
dated the 3rd January, 1868, issued in 
consequence of a memorial presented by 
a metropolitan mandarin who had called 
the attention of the Government to the 
fact that while food was dear in the north, 
the agriculturists of the South Eastern 
Provinces were incurring losses from the 
low price of grain in their districts, and 
had recommended that steps should be 
taken to equalise prices, and secure the 
food supply of the capital by encouraging 
importers, Permission was granted b 
this edict to native craft of all descrip- 
tions to carry rice from Shanghai and the 
other sea-ports of the Kiang-su Province 
to Tientsin, free of duty, under certificates 
granted by the local mandarins. Chung- 
how soon afterwards reported to the 
throne that he had extended the privilege 
to foreign onsen and his action in the 
matter was ap 
It is aes be however, that the ship- 
ment duty on rice may be re-imposed 
before long, last year’s harvest in the 
north having been a good one ; and that 
during the present year, therefore, a 
mealies number of vessels will be 
required for the transport of this staple. 
Nine sailing vessels and 585 a 


. were employed in 1868 in 


tribute rice, but unfortunately that por- 


tion of it which was brought up by the 
former had to be delivered at Taku (either 
from this arrangement having been made 
by the shippers at Shanghai, or from the 
vessels that were employed being too large 
to come up the river) and the lighterage 
to Tientsin when added to the freight 
from Shanghai made the whole cost of 
conveyance heavier by the foreign vessels 
than if junks. had been the carriers. 
There must have been some mis-manage- 
ment, one would think, to produce 
such a result, but, nevertheless, 
failure of the experiment will most pro- 
bably prevent any similar shipments 
being made this season, and perhaps 
for some years to come, especially as 
there is another consideration in favour 
of the junk transport to which the an- 
thorities attach great importance, name- 
ly, that. the junk owners are quite will- 
ing to wait until it suits the convenience. 
of the officials to take delivery of their 
cargé, while foreign ship-masters, on the 
contrary, require their vessels to be dis- 
charged without delay. 

Though nearly a hundred more rice 
junks entered the river in 1868 than in 
1867, it is gratifying to be able to record 
that, owing to the plan of junk anchor- 
ages drawn up by Mr. Commissioner 
Hughes, which was adopted last year by 
the Chinese authorities, and to the sys- 
tem of river police that was organized at 
the same time, the numerous bends in 
the upper portion of the river were kept 
clearer and the fairway more open in 1868, 
than in any of the three preceding years, 
since the regulatious of 1865 were made. 
The following Table which shows how 
rapidly the annual arrivals of these junks 
have increased since that year, proves how 
necessary such precautions are. 


Tasie No. 4. 
The rice fleet consisted of —_ Junks 
ee oe 189 
BOS RGR a ee te 335 
a 489 
SPREE SES Ril Mamie te ge atin a 585 


The abuses connected with this rice 
tribute are manifold. Wholesale pecu- 
lation with official collusion invariably 
occurs during its transport from Tientsin 
to Tungchow, and the annual impress- 
ment of cargo boats by the Chinese au- 
thorities at this port, for the conveyance 
of the grain“to the last named city, isa 
serious impediment to local traffic and a 
fertile source of annoyance to the whole 
mercantile community, native as weil as 
foreign. 

Although there are at present 1,436 
Government lighters available for use, no 
less than 560 private boats have already 


been im oo ak we this year, and in order 


boats as are employed 


pray ba ak foreigners may remain exempt from 
seizure, they must each be supplied with 
a Peele under the seal and signature 


the 


to fear that they have been often sought 
for the mere purpose of selling to Chi- 
ne# and have also been transferred from: 
hand to hand amongst the boatmen them- 
selves, in order to protect their property 
from authorized or unauthorized’ seizure 
by the underlings of the local mandarins’ 
Yamén. In order to prevent such abuses, 
the passes which are sent into this Con- 
sulate for transmission to the © Taotai 
must be all written out by the applicant 
according tv a prescribed form,’ and ‘each 
paper certified by his signature, it being 
stated also in Chinese and English, upon 
the face of each pass, that it must, du- 
ring the period for which it has-been 
granted, be kept pasted on the mast’ of 
the boat, or, if she have no mast, on some 
conspicuous part of the boat herself. ‘It 
is to be feared, however, that no devis- 
able system of boat passes, considering 
the character of the Chinese police, can 
effectually prevent such documents being 


abused ; and it would: be better for the 


Taotai to publish each year a’ list of 
the boats taken up by the Government, 
and to cause a short Chinese sentence— 
the equivalent of“ for Tribute Rice eon- 
veyance,” or some. such expression— 
which foreigners might easily recognize, 
to be painted im large characters on the 
outsides of the pressed boats: If these 
were thus remarked, the public might 
know at once what boats it was free to 
hire, and the owners of the unmarked 
boats would also know that the District 
Magistrate’s police had no right to in- 
terfere with their liberty of action. 

I have already urged upon the Taotai 
in conversation, the desirability of getting 
rid of Boat Passes altogether by some 
such means as the above, and I purpose 
soon to bring the matter forward in 
writing and send copies of the corres- 
pondence to Peking. 

Whilst writing of cargo-boats, it may 
here be remarked that continual com- 
plaints have also been made for a long 
time respecting the boat. charges levied 
at some of the barriers, on the inner 
waters in this province. 

These charges are made according to a 
scale of measurement based upon the 
boat’s breadth only, no matter what its 
length or carrying capacity. Thus, at 
the Yuen-chia-k’ou Barrier, for instance, 
whieh is under the jurisdiction of the 
Board of Revenue, and is situated about 
60 miles from Tientsin, on that affluent 
of the Peiho by which coal-boats come 
down from the vicinity of the Fang-shan 
mines to this port, the scale of charges 
shown in Tientsin cash and English cur- 
rency is as follows :— 


TaBLE No. 5. 
} 
Tientsin 
Cash. * d. 
di — 1,500 34 
Boats 6 to 7 Ea 1,740 3 7h 
be | 7 ’? sy 9° be 99 ,932 ‘ 4 04 
+B rT #9 #99 bh be 220 | | 
» 10 ,,11,,upwards., 


L 


The cash of the paper currency and of 
accounts at this port is called Tientsin 
cash ; as compared with the current cop- 


per coin, it is invariably at 50 per cent 


discount, so that 1,500 Tientsin cash are 
just equal to 750 copper cash. During 
1868 the average rate of exchange be- 
tween copper cash and Mexican dollars 
having been about 1,000 cash to one 
dollar, the sums given in-the above table 
have been converted into dollars at this 
rate and then changed into sterling at 
4s 2d per dollar. 

All boats laden with dutiable articles 


_ pay each time they pass the Yuen-chia- 


k’on Barrier according to the above scale ; 


boats laden, however, with articles of 


food which are not dutiable, pay, at this 
barrier, only 672 Tientsin cash, or 1s 5d, 
and empty boats and passenger bvats 
pay nothing. As the dues are levied 
upon laden boats, therefore, it seems 
manifestly fairer that they should be 
paid according to a scale based upon the 
actual amount of cargo in the boat or 
at least upon its carrying capacity, and 
not merely on the /measurement of its 
breadth. Again, boats coming down the 
Peiho from Tung-chow must stop some 
three and a half miles above Tientsin, 
and are detained there while the boat- 
men go on to the city to pay the boat 
and the coal duties, thus causing a delay 
which is often very inconvenient, and 
which might easily be prevented by 
adopting the simple system of payment 
at the barrier. 

I make these remarks upon boat char- 
ges with special reference to the con- 
templated opening of inland waters to 
foreign boats ; and further, in the hope 
that such barrier charges as may be levi- 
able upon these may be framed on a bet- 
ter principle, and that unnecessary delays 
may be avoided. I would suggest, first, 
that the Consuls at this port should be 
furnished with an official list of the boat 
dues payable at each of the water barriers 
within the Tientsin Customs District ; 
secondly, that all such dues should be 
paid at once on the spot at which they 
are leviable; and thirdly, that the Revenue 
officers in charge of the Barriers should 
give proper receipts for each payment. 

The plan for a properly defined junk 
ancho at Koku, which I submitted to 
H. E. Chunghow in 1867, was adopted by 
him in 1868, and tle anchorage limits 
have been satisfactorily fixed so as to 
give the junks a fair amount of space, 
and also to keep clear the sharp bend 
which the river takes at that point. 

In my last year’s report I stated that 
137 Canton and Fukien junks arrived at 
Koku in 1867, and that the average 
yearly arrivals there for the quinquennial 
period then ended was 133, observing at 
the same time that the average for the 
next five years would probably be less, 
and that possibly within that period, the 
southern junks a disappear alto- 
gether from the Koku The 
arrivals in 1868 seem to indicate both 
the possibility and probability of such a 


c , 


result, for they were 81 only, per 137 
in 1867, being a decrease of 56 junks in 
a single year. The fact is that the un- 
doubted advantages in the way of speed 
and safety possessed by foreign sailing 
vessels over junks, are becoming yearly 
more appreciated by the thoroughly 
practical Chinese merchant; and the 
former class of vessels are therefore su 
planting the latter in the Coasting 

as vehicles of rt for native pro- 
duce. These advantages also, one would 
think, must eventually commend them- 
selves to the Chinese Government, which 
seems not unwilling to utilise the foreign- 
er as a carrier alung the coast, and thus 
they may lead in time to the substitution 


of foreign for native craft in the con- 


veyance of the tribute rice. 

Besides the clearer definition and bet- 
ter regulation of the Koku anchorage in 
1868, it was intimated to the public last 
June, that instructions had been given 
to ascertain the possibility of placing a 


_ light house on the Shalintien Island, on 


screw piles, and that if this were feasible, 
“orders would be given to erect one. The 
locality, I understand, has since been 
surveyed, but with what result I have 
not heard. I may mention however here 
that the British brig “ Ellen Morris” 
grounded in May 1868, on one of the 
Shalintien shoals, but succeeded after- 
wards in getting off, by sacrificing a 
portion of her cargo. _ Ape 

She was the sixth vessel, I believe, that 
had gone ashore upon these shoals since 
1860, and the only one of the six which 
had not become a wreck. 


2.—TRADE AND COMMERCE. 


IMPORTS. 
- 
In 1868 the'value of the Import Trad 


was as follows :— | 


Foreign Goods...£ 3,688,491. 4s. 4d. 
Native Produce ,, 1,516,782. 19s. 8d. 


Teasers 3.32553 ,, 682,662. 14s. 4d. 


Total £ 5,887,936. 18s. 4d. 


Of the foreign goods the te 
value of the cotton piece woollens 
and opium was £ 3,410,340, 1s. 8d. that 
of all other foreign imports being only 
£278,151.2.8: Of the native produce 
the aggregate value of the sugar, silk 
piece goods, and paper, was £803,488.3.0, 
that of all other native produce being 
£713,294.16.8. 


falling off in that of woollens, and consid- 


erable decline in that opium, as exhibited — 


in the following table, which shows how- 
ever that the ee these 
toes ond , exceeded that 


<BR NIP NO ABET VO AIM OE ate BS 


A ae 


: —————— 1861 to 1868 inclusive, that is from'the 
| ywows | | year in'which foreign -vessels frst came 
| sgara)|* to trade at this port, under treaty pro- 
ee tection up to the present date. 
ret | = 
@ | 888 |& Taste No, 7. 
_ ~ 
Shas 2 3 £ s. 4. 
a we |e Value of Imports, 1861... 1,587,789 3 © 
& > ” 1862... 2,247,006 16 4 
| . 1» _-*:1863... 1,987,154 11 8 
T ce » 12864... 2,421,050 6 0 
| [seces [ele 2 ee TS 
oe emges je |e co a 967,954 16 0 
é ah a Y » __:1868... 5,205,274 4° 0 
a S ehnas 2 The above figures speak for themselves 
ie SEP ¢ as to the consuming capabilites of the 
: im Tat} Tientsin market, and bear out the ¢iew 
al: which I expressed in my last year’s re- 
ae : port, that the decline im the value of the 
axe, B trade during the previous year was only 
i = temporary, and that the trade of 1868 
: ‘@ & would approach the standard of 1866, 
: : rather than that of 1867, provided tran- 
we 5 cei: quillity were restored in North China. 
f q 18 Tranquillity, it is true, was not restored 
; $35 4\3 in this province last year until the trad- 
™ & oS ky e ing season was more than half over, but, 


this fact being vgee into consideration, 
| usuall . the abdve figures only prove more con- 
Pi in oe By yrM - Had clusively the recuperative power of the 
Government, chiefly for. the use of Li- Import Trade, under the mereased de- 
Hung-chang’s army, made the total value m™and arising from a good harvest, and 
of the Import Trade in 1868 exceed, by im Spite of a prolonged state of imseeu- 
more than half a million sterling, its ity to life and property, and interrupted 
value.in any previous year since the communication with inland markets, 
opening ofthe port, and although in caused by the presence of both Rebels 
1866, the total value of the imports, ex- 9d Imperialists. 
cluding treasure was somewhat greater For the next three tables, which show 
than in 1868, still the aggregate value of the comparative quantities of the cotton 
the three most important ones was less Piece goods, woollens and opium imported 
in the former than in the latter year, in m 1864 to 1868 inclusive, and the 
which the increase in cotton piece goods first of which gives also theaverage price 
more then compensated for the decline ech year of the most important of these 


: yp ae importa, viz., Grey Shirtings, I am indebt- 
hg ng Valine 24 ed to Mr. Commniesioner Hughes, by whom 
ds and produce import- they were compiled, and who has kindly 
c.. Sees sieges needs £5,251,428 1s. 0d, permitted me to incorporate them in this 
And that of the treasure report. 
WR ices ch dsinak dan cescentas £63,871 0s. 8d. An inspection of Tables 8 and 9 


will show the cottons and woollens most 
Making a total of...... £5,315,299 1s.8d. in demand in this market. From the 
— statistics of the China trade for the 
And in 1668 the value of last three years, I believe it could 
Wer a Gekes teen” Le Bde 5 be proved that Tientsin consumes more 
cotton piece goods that any other of the 
And the total being... £5,887,936 18s. 4d, open ports, i not even ex 
if the re-exports be deducted from the 
imports ; and yet the teeming millions of 
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the increase in the importation of opium 
in that and the previous year had been 
immediately preceded by an Imperial 
edict, issued on the 28th of April 1865, 
which: prohibited the cultivation of poppy 
throughout the Empire, and stated that 
though at first the operation of this edict 
was beneficial to the trade in foreign 
opium, the poppy was still grown exten- 
sively and the prohibition would prove 
ineffectual. That such has hitherto been 
the result is proved by the fact of an- 
other edict having been issued on the 
3lst January last, re-directing all Vice- 
roys and Governors to cause proclama- 
tions to be issued forbidding altogether 
the cultivation of the poppy, which is 
stated to have been introduced from 
Kansuh into Shensi and Shansi, and after- 
wards grown in the provinces of Kiang-su, 
Honan and Shantung. 

This edict may have some temporary 
effect in checking the production of native 
opium ; but so small is the efficient con- 
trol that the Central Government can 
exercise over many of the provincial 
Mandarins, and so universal is the cor- 
ruption of the lower officials, that one 
may safely say the effect will not be 
lasting or widespread. ; 

Shén Kuei-fén, late Governor of Shansi 
and now a Vice-President of the Board of 
Revenue at Peking, said to be a man of 
considerable influence at Court, procured 
the promulgation of the edict of 1865 ; 
and I have heard from a Chinese mer- 
chant that it was commonly said at the 
time in the North of China that he 

Shén) had received Tis. 2,000 from the 
oglish merchants for memorialising the 
Emperor to prohibit the planting of the 
poppy. The edict of 1869 was issued on 
the memorial of one of the censors named 


- Po Ch’uan ; the ground of objection to 


the poppy stated by him, as by Shén in 

1865, being, that its cultivation inter- 

fered with the production of food for the 
le. 

The Chinese Government look with 
such disfavour upon the withdrawal of 
land from the cultivation of rice and 
grain, that in former years* prohibitory 
decrees have more than once been issued 
against the further extension of cotton 
cultivation in the Northern provinces ; 
and I have lately been informed, on good 
native authority, that proclamations are 
now yearly put forth in the districts of 
this province, in which potatoes are 
grown, forbidding their cultivation,on the 
same ground of the tendency to encroach 
upon the cultivation of grain. 

I have endeavoured, without success 


authorities of the poppy and potato 
districts, but I endenianh: tees pro- 
clamations attach no specific penalty to 


s ¥ 


a breach of regulation, but are rather 
in the, nature of official appeals to the 
understanding of the people, argumenta- 
tive and admonitory in tone, and con- 
taining only vague and general threats — 
of an unspecified punishment for the 
crime of disobedience. : | 

If such be the case, it is not to be won- 
dered at that their promulgation tends 
more to afford Chinese officials an occa- 
sion of extorting money from the pockets 
of producers, then to stop in any appre- 
ciable way the production of the forbid- 
den staple. 

I have been unable however to collect 
any reliable statistics whereon an approx- 
imately fair estimate could be made, of 
the extent to which foreign opium is 
affected at this port by the sale of its 
native rival, but I have little doubt that 
the competition of the latter has had 
much to do with the declining price of 
the former since 1866, and that at the 
same time the increased production of 
the native has lessened the importation of 
the foreign article. In 1866 the im- 
portation of Malwa was, in round num- 
bers, 7,514 piculs and its average price 
Tis. 620.58 per picul; in 1867 its im- 
portation was 7,240 piculs, at an average 
price of Tis. 583.25 per picul, and in 
1868, 6,879 piculs at an average price 
of Tis. 529 per picul. 

Thus, since 1866, as regards Malwa, 
it is certain that a yearly diminishing 
importation has accompanied a yearly 
falling price, plainly indicating a decreas- 
ing demand for foreign opium ; there is 
no evidence however of the decrease 
of opium smoking, but rather of its 
increase, and therefore it may fairly be 
inferred that the quantity of native 
opium has so much increased, or its 
quality so much improved of late, as to 
have shut out from this market a consid- 
erable amount of Indian drug. This 
inference too is much strengthened by 
the reference which the late edict makes 
to the spread of poppy culture over 
northern China. | 

In addition to the provinces enumera- 
ted in the edict, there is also ample 
evidence of extensive poppy cultivation 
in other parts of the Chinese Empire. It 
seems to have been carried on for many 
years in the extreme south west, in the 
province of Yunnan, the larger portion 
of which has thrown off its allegiance, 
and is now a practically independent 
kingdom, governed by a mahommedan 
named Tu Wén-hsin, who is styled 
by his subjects, I believe, the Hsi-pu 

wo ; 

He has established his Court at the 
city of Tali fu, not far from the frontier 
of Burmah, called by the Chinese 
Mien-tien. | 

Szechuen has also been for years a 
Gay pecties aoe wry teoengthly 
affects the market at Hankow. W 


© This title might be translated “King of 
the Consolidated Weak” yy 
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Lord: Elgin visited this. city in December 
1858, he states (Blue Book 1859, p. 443) 
that he saw there “shops where native 
opium was y advertised for sale.” 
Mr: T. T. Cooper of Shanghai, in some 
notes on his travels towards India 
through central China, speaking of 
Szechuen says. “In spring the coun- 
try was white with the flower 
of the opium poppy, now one of the 
"staple: productions of the province,” and 
Mr. A. Wylie, the well-know sinologue, 
who has travelled lately in the same pro- 
vince, says ina letter to me upon this 
subject, “one fact I can vouch for, and 
that is the wide-spread use of the drug, 
and consequent degradation of the 
-people. It was pitiable to see the vic- 
tims of this practice coming to us asking 
for relief and desiring to be cured ; and 
such were by no means confined to the 
lower classes. I believe the practice in 
Szechuen, as elsewhere, is very wicle- 
spread among the literary and governing 
class.” And again, “from all the infor- 
mation we could gather, it commenced 
in this province within twenty or thirty 

ears past. In the Szechuen_Tung-chi 
statistical account of Szechuey]| publish- 
ed in 1817, which gives a ddtmiled list 
of the productions of the provinces, the 
poppy is not named. I do not remember 
seeing any foreign, though it is sold 
there ; but at every market the farmers 
bringing their little lumps of native pro- 
duction were always to be met with. 
As far as I could learn the price ranged 


~ from 140 to 250 cash the tael weight.” 


Another vast region not mentioned in 
the edict of 1869, in which poppy cul- 
ture has been spreading rapidly within 
the last few years, is eastern Mongolia 
and Central and Northern Manchuria, 
the drug thence brought down to the 
coast competing with Indian opium in 
the Newchwang market. 

Thus, in the provinces of Yunnan, 
Szechuen, Shensi, Kansuh, Shansi, Ho- 
nan, Shantung and Kiangsu, as well as 
in Manchuria and Mongolia, native opi- 
um is produced, and that its consump- 
tion by the Chinese is lessening the de- 
mand for Indian drug would seem to be 
indicated by the fact that in 1868, the 
total importation of the latter was less 
than it had been in 1867, by 4,788} 
chests, representing a value, at the aver- 
age ruling rate, of £1,903,612. 


These figures are given in a letter that 
was published in the North-China Daily 
News of the 22 February last. : 

Native opium sells in Tientsin at from 
Tls. 125 to Tis. 200 per picul less than 


amount, in addition to e Tariff duty, 
on undred catties. This duty is 
lipoeed f believe according to an esti- 


With respect to this notorious “ /- 
kim,” [li-chiian, in. Northern Chinese,] or 
irregular duty, which for years has been 
levied on foreign imports, in disregard 
of treaty provisions, at I believe, all the 
open ports, I may here mention that 
nominally it is an ad valorem tax of. one- 
tenth per cent, but that in some cases it 
has been found to exceed the regular 
Tariff duty. Etymologically, it signifies 
“a contribution of one “i” per tael 
on thé value of their purchases, made by 
Chinese buyers to the Chinese govern- 
ment, a “ii” being the thousandth 
part of a “lang” or tael. The con- 
tribution however is eo:apulsory and the 
term “ li-kim,” as indicative of the per- 
centage charged, is a misnomer. 

Opium is brought into Tientsin either 
crude or prepared, When in the former 
state it is generally spoken of as “ tu,” 
“earth or clay,” from its outward re- 
semblance to lumps or cakes of common 
clay, and the native as distinguished from 
the foreign, which is termed “ Yang-tu,” 
or “foreign earth,” is called “ Hsi-tu,” 
or “western earth,” a name that has 
clearly a geographical reference to the 
prodycing provinces. 

Prepared opium, called “ Ya-pien-kao” 
or “opium paste,” is here generally com- 
posed of foreign and native drug boiled 
down, and often largely adulterated by 
an admixture of various glutinous sub- 
stances, and amongst the rest by a de- 
coction of the sberries of a leguminous 
tree called the “ Huai-shu,” which grows 
abundantly in this province. 

In the following table the comparative 
values of the goods imported direct from 
Great Britain, during 1867 and 1868, 
are given, and the imports themselves 
enumerated :— 
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direct imports in 1868 


It is satisfactory to observe that this 
direct trade which was only: born, so to 
speak, in 1867 (for a tentative shipment 
from Liverpool in 1861, when the port 
had but just -been opened, need not be 


taken into consideration), and is still in 


ite first infancy, shows such signs of 


vigour that its value in the second year 
of its existence more than doubles that 
of its first. The chief impediments to 
the development of this direct trade are, 
as I have already pointed out in former 
reports, partly physical and partly politi- 
cal, The difficulty of access to Tientsin 
for the nine months during which the 
port is open, caused by the existence of 
the Taku Bar and dangerous proximity 
of the Shalintien shoals, together with 
the closing of the port by ice for the 
remaining three months of the year, may 
be said to constitute the physical, and 
the persistent refusal of the Chinese 
Government to facilitate in ahy way the 
development of trade in coal, the political 
impediment. - 

The difficulty of access might be less- 
ened by the erection of a light-house on 
Shalintien, and by dredging the Taku 
. Bar ; whilst the inconvenience caused by 
the necessity im on merchants, 
through the closing of the port by ice, of 
laying in a large winter stock of goods, 
on which duties must be paid at once, 
but the sale of which may be spread over 
a period of three or four months, might 
be got rid of, as I pointed out last year, 
by the establishment of a bonded ware- 
house system, one under which the goods 
could be stored in the merchants’ own 
godowns under Customs’ supervision, 
being, if possible to establish, the most 

erable. : 


Thus the physical impediments might 
be virtually done away with, and the 
public would gladly hail any indication 
of an intention or desire on the part of 
the Chinese government to remove the 
political impediment, but none such can 
be discerned ; nor indeed, however obvi- 
ous the remedies for the physical ills 
above referred to, which hamper the 
growth of the direct trade at this port, 
is there much prospect at present of 
those remedies being applied. 


EXPORTS. 


Less Produce and more treasure were 
exported in 1866, than in 1867—thus in 


1867 the value of produce exported 
WUE as tiie £387,345.14.4 
and in 1868 it was......... 299,618.18.4 


Ronan eee £ 87,726.16.0 


but in 1868 the value of 
treasure was £1,568,357.17.0 
and in 1867 it was 1,068,985.18.4. 
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ports of destination, and the values of the 
‘respective quantities exportedwn 1868. 


————— 


Value. 


£299,618 18 4 
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Description of Ezport. 


Only about 480 Tons of coal were ex- 
ported last year, or rather purchased, 
duty paid, by the Shanghae steamers, for 
consumption between that port and Tien- 
tsin. 

A large Export Trade in coal from this 
port would speedily spring up, were per- 
mission granted to work the Chai-tang 
and other mines near Pekjng with foreign 
machinery, and to improve the means of 
communication between the producing 
districts and the coast (for the quality of 
the coal is excellent, the demand great, 
and the supply practically unlimited) but 
all attempts to do so have hitherto been 
foiled by the determined opposition of 
the Government to the employment in 
the interior of foreign agents, or foreign 

Last year, for instance, a proposal 
which had been made for the construc- 


chants, and repai 


any further the advantages of such im- 
provement, in the hope of thereby induc- 
ing them to adopt it. 


Russian Transit TRADE. 

‘The total value of the Tea (Brick, 
Black, and Green) brought wié Shanghai 
to Tientsin for conveyance hence to 
Kiachta, in 1868, was £252,590.8.0 ; and, 
according to the Returns, it would seem 
that the Trade in Russian woollens, 
brought here overland from Kiachta for 


shipment to other Chinese ports, had - 


virtually ceased last year 

There are certain interesting circum- 
stances connected with this Russian Trade 
which are well worth recording, but as, 
pending the result of some enquiries that 
I am now making, I could at present 
give only an incomplete account of them, 
I shall reserve my remarks for a supple- 
mentary ‘Report. 


3.— MISCELLANEOUS. 
_ Grant's Transmongolian Post. 


The number of telegrams transmitted 
via Kiachta by Mr. Grant, to and fro, be- 
tween Europe and China in 1868, was in 
all 1,158, showing an increase of 302 
telegrams upon the number sent by this 
route in 1867. The time occupied in 
the transmission of a telegram between 
London and Tientsin was fifteen days, 
and this year the proprietor has reduced 
it to twelve days. 


The Tngerial Arsenal and Tientsin 
Foundry. 

I annex a copy of the ground plan of 
the former, reduced by Mr. Acting Vice- 
Consul Goddard from the original plan, 
which was lent to me by Mr. Buttle, 


H. B. M. Consulate. 
' ‘ientsin, 16th April, 1869. 
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Chief Engineer of the Establishment, who 
has also furnished me with the following 
information respecting the progress of the 
works. “There is now in course of 
erection one Salt-petre Refinery, one set 
of composition mills, one building for 
burning and préparing charcoal for gun- 
powder, and one group of four incorpo- 
rating mills ; also three buildings for the 
manufacture of percussion caps. In ad- 
dition to these buildings is being erected 
a mechanic's shop of large dimensions for 
the manufacture of guns, shot, and shell, 
and engines, or what the Chinese Govern- 
ment like to adapt it for.” 

It is thought that the arsenal will be in 
working order by the end of 1870. The 
number of Europeans at present connect- 
ed with the Establishment is, in addition 
to the Superintendent, four engineers, 
and two powder-makers, already here, 
and two cap-makers, and a Smith now on 
the way from England. 

The Tientsin Foundry was established 
by Chunghow in 1866, at the Treaty 
Joss House, and has been in fair working 
order for the last year, during which 
time it turned out five hundred cavalry 
lances, and six twelve-pounder copper 


howitzers, with carriages and limbers 


complete, all made by Chinese workmen 
with the aid of the requisite foreign 
machinery, and under the superinten- 
dence and instruction of an English 
engineer. 

In addition to the ground plan of the 
arsenal [which is an Imperial, whilst the 
foundry is but a local, institution] I 
annex also translations by Mr. Assistant 
Howlett of the two edicts, respecting the 


removal of the duty on imported rice and 


the prohibition of poppy culture, to which 
I have referred in this report. 


J. MONGAN, 
Consul. 


ImupeRIAL Decree granting permission to 
native craft to export Rice from the 
ports of Chiang-su to Tientsin free 
of duty. 


On the 3rd January 1868, the Great 
Council had the honor to receive the 
following Decree :— 

“The Board of Revenue having memo- 
rialized us on the subject of their de- 
liberations on the report of Hsii-shen-hsi, 
a Yu-tsau-shan respecting the collection 
of grain supplies, it becomes incumbent 
on us to issue an order directing the 
_-Yiceroys and Governors of Chiang-su and 

i to devise means for the 
purchase and conveyance by sea 

to ager di of. several hundred thousand 
also from a memorial 


piculs of 
“T 
vit apes Péng-tsu-hsien, a Shao- 


ching of the ras it that the low 
price of grain in the South East is de- 
trimental to the interests of the farmers, 
and it is desirable, that arrangements 


should be made for providing adequate 


‘supplies for the capital; he also prays 


that in order that the distribution of food 
may be equalized, such instructions may 
be sent to Chiang-su, as may induce 
merchants to purchase and export grain.” 
Heretofore the regulations prohibiting 
the exportation of rice from places on 
the sea coast have been exceedingly 
stringent, but looking to the very great 
difference between the present cost of 
rice in the South and in the North, and 
taking into consideration the fact that, if 


native vessels be permitted to follow one - 


another in succession in purchasing and 
transporting grain to the capital, it will 
have great effect in securing an uninter- 
rupted supply of food for the people, it 
seems expedient that under exi 
circumstances there should be a general 
modification [of the prohibitory Rules. }” 
“ We therefore command the Governor- 
General of the two Kiang and the Gov- 
ernor of Chiang-Su to lose no time in 
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conveying our orders to the Intendant. 
of the Soo-Sung-Tae circuit, directing him 
to instruct the Sub-Prefects and Dis- 
trict .Magistrates on the Sea coast to 
issue proclamations inviting and permit- 
ting Chiang-Su and Tientsin junks, as 
well as those of Fu-chien, Ningpo, and 
Kwang-tung to export rice, for sale in 
Tientsin from Shanghai, and other ports 
(of Chiang-Su) under passes from the locad 
officers exempting it frcm the payment 
of maritime and other dues, so that num- 
bers may be induced to come.” | 


“ Respect this,” 
Translated by 


H. G. Hower. 


ImperiAL Deoree prohibiting poppy 
culture, dated 31st Jan., 1869. 


The Censor Yu-Pao-Chian has . pre- 


sented a Memorial praying that, with a 
view to the preservation of the lives of 
the people, orders may be issued strictly 
prohibiting the cultivation of the poppy 
plant. 

The cultivation of the poppy is inju- 
rious since it is an obstacle to the pro- 
duction of food for the people. It was 
first introduced from Kansuh into Shensi 
and Shansi, and by slow degrees came 
afterwards to be grown in Chiang-su, 
Honan, and Shantung. 


[ 10 ] 


Now, if the multitude, greedy of gain 
and regardless of injurious consequences, 
look only to that which is immediately 
before their eyes, it appears probable 
that in the end all the rich and fertile 
estates will be planted with this useless 
article, and that the people will find 
great difficulty in procuring the means 
of subsistence. 

We have on a former occasion, issued 
a stringently prohibitory notification 
on this subject; and we now direct 
all Governors-General, and Governors 
everywhere and without delay, to in- 
struct the officers under them again, to 
use the utmost deligence in publishing 
proclamations altogether forbidding (the 
cultivation of the plant.) 

Should there be any lawless criminals 
who wilfully disobey, they must receive 
the punishment which their offence 


merits, and if the different Sub-Prefects, 


and Districts Magistrates fail to act with 
sincerity in this matter, and allow their 
underlings and attendants to gloss over 
or to hide or screen (acts of disobedience) 
we further command their official supe- 
riors rigorously to report such conduct 
to us, and so to deal with cases of the 
kind that there may beno connivance 
or concealment of any sort. 


Let this decree be published. 


Respect this, 
Translated by | 
H. G. How.ers. 


SUPPLEMENTARY REPORT ON THE RUSSIAN TRANSIT 


TRADE AT TIENTSIN. | 


By the Trade above mentioned is 
meant that ion of the trade between 
Russia and China which is carried on wid 
Kiachta and the more southern Chinese 


0g chiefly — 
ts great constituents are tea, principally 


and shipped from Hankow to Shanghai 
and this port, for conveyance hence to 
Kiachta, and on the other hand, Russian 
cloth, received here overland from the 

named market and exported from 


uid, of the 25th July 1851, the towns 
of Ili, or Kuldja, and Yarbagatai, or 
Chuguchak, both belonging to the re- 
mote Government of Ili, in north western 
Tartary, and both distant more than 
3,000 miles from Peking, had already 
been opened to Russian merchants, and 

r the subsequent convention of Peking, 


course with a similar body of Shansi 

merchants, who were established at the 

adjoining town of Mai-mai-ch’én, just 

within the Chinese frontier, and separat- 

ed only from the Russian town by an 
square of neutral ground. 

As the trade between these two towns, 
originally confined chiefly to an exchange 
of Russian furs for Chinese silk and 
cotton fabrics, changed gradually into a 
tea and cloth trade and assumed greater 
dimensions, the Russian Government 
found it necessary, in 1854, to permit, 
to a limited extent, the exportation of 
gold and silver bullion [which had pre- 
viously been strictly prohibited, in order 
to force the Chinese to buy Russian furs 
and manufactures} and subsequently in 
1861, to legalize the exportation of gold 
and silver coin. 

Thus the Kiachta trade ceased to be a 
barter trade in the year which witnessed 
the inauguration of foreign trade at the 
new Chinese ports upon the Yangtsze, 
and the Gulf of Pechili. 

The monopoly also was abolished in 
1861, and since 1862, when the frontier 
Custom House was removed from Kiachta 
to Irkutsk, tea has entered that portion 
of Siberia which lies Eastward of Lake 
Baikal, freeofduty. = 

About this time, moreover, the Russian 
tea duties were reduced, and, in spite of 
strong protests from Kiachta, the im- 

ion of sea-borne tea into European 
ia was legalized on the Ist and 13th 


articles of great value but small bulk, 
such as gold and silver, in preference to 
those bales of merchandize that had will- 
ingly been taken in more peaceful times. 

The Taiping Rebellion also exercised 
another influe on the -Kiachta trade, 
attended withisegsults as unlooked for by, 
as they were unfortunate for, most of the 
merchants at Mai-mai-ch’én. Previous 
to 1853, Fukien tea alone had been taken 
to Kiachta for sale, but from 1853 to 
1856, its price had risen about 50 per 
cent, owing to the proximity of the Tai- 
pings to the tea producing districts of 
that province, and as access to those dis- 
tricts became more difficult, some pur- 
chases were made of Hunan and Hupei 
tea. The chests destined for Kiachta 
were then half filled with this tea, and 
filled up with Fukien, after which they 
were sold by the Chinese to the Russians 
as pure Fukien tea. Thus, through the 
‘temporary pressure of the Rebellion, 
Hupei tea was first taken to Kiachta un- 
der false pretences; but the mixed lots 
sold so well that some seven or eight of 
the more far-sighted Chinese, anticipat- 
ing that the new tea would suit the Rus- 
sian taste better than the old, began 
openly to import it, though the great 
majority still imported the Fukien. The 
result proved disastrous for the latter, 
who sustained heavy losses, amounting, 
I am informed, to more than two millions 
of taels, in consequence of the marked 
preference of the Russians for Hupei tea. 

The establishment of foreign trade at 
the Yangtsze and Northern ports, more- 
over, in 1861, under the then lately 
made treaties and conventions, and the 
facilities for safe and speedy sea trans- 
port to Tientsin, soon afterwards afforded 
by the coast steamers, induced Russian 
merchants ere long to take advantage of 
the new state of things, and to establish 
themselves at Hankow and this port, so 
as to compete with the Shansi dealers in 
supplying the Kiachta market, a compe- 
tition in which they have admirably suc- 
ceeded. An intelligent Chinese, connect- 
ed himself with the Rusian tea trade, 
and from whom I obtained the informa- 
tion above given respecting the manner 
in which Hupei displaced Fukien tea, 
at Mai-mai-ch’én, has informed me also 
that, in 1863, when the Russians set up 
in business for themselves at Hankow, 
the Shansi hongs at the frontier market 
that some before had numbered 
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sians in the trade, because in transit to 
Kiachta Russsian-owned is taxed lighter 
than Chinese-owned tea. 

The Russian Transit Trade at Tient- 
sin, which has thus grown up within the 
last few. years, under the favorable con- 
ditions above referred to, has been con- 
ducted hitherto under the Land Trade. 
Regulations framed by M. Balnzac and 
the Prince of K on the 20th 
February, and 4th March, 1862, under 
which some important concessions were 
also obtained for Russian traders at 
Kalgan and in Mongolia. Under ar- 
ticle 10 of these Regulations, Chinese 
produce purchased by Russian mer- 
chants at other ports and brought to 
Tientsin, for transport to Kiachta, had 
to pay the full export duty, fixed by 
the general tariff of 1855, at the port of 
shipment, and an additional half duty at 
Tientsin. But, from the 15th April 
1866, this half duty was abolished, and 
since that date the only duties payable 
on teas exported by Russian merchants 
from Shanghai, or any of the other open 
ports to Kiachta via Tientsin are— 

lst—The General Tariff Duty of 2.50 

per picul {16s. 8d. per 1334 
lbs.] on kinds of tea other 
than brick tea, and 

2ndly—A special duty on brick tea 

of 6 mace per picul [4s. per 133} 
Ibs.] fixed by the supplementary 
Russian Tariffef 27th Feby., and 
llth March 1862. 

This abolition of the half duty in 1866 
had, as might have been expected, a 
very noticeable effect in stimulating the 
transit of brick tea to Kiachta by Rus- 
sian agency, as shewn by the Foreign 
Customs’ Returns. | 

Prior to that year indeed brick tea 
landed here for the Siberian market was 
not entered separately in the Returns ; 
but, assuming that the whole quantity 
yearly imported in foreign bottoms was 
sent to Kiachta, the contrast shewn be- 
tween the annual importations of the 
period preceding, and the period suc- 
ceeding, the abolition of the half duty, 
is very marked— 


thus in 1862 the importation was Ib, 1,485,027 


»» 1863... - ee» 99 1,626,337 
op BOR wn uae were YS 
ond oy BBG .is ue wi - 99 1,647,888 


Such were the total quantities import- 


it 


“i 


~ £ 


before the Peiho freezes, it may so hap- 
from the early appearance of 
want of 


whole of some year’s intended supply 
cannot arrive here within that year, and 
that the quantity thus shut out during 
the winter is brought up in the following 


Tientsin, -who is a good authority, as he 
issues the certificates—countersealed af- 
terwards by the Chinese Authorities— 
under which the tea is passed to Kiachta. 
Had all the 1866 tea then arrived 
within the year, the Returns would have 
shown a still contrast between 
the importation of 1866, and that of the 
years, and would have proved 

also; I believe, that 1867 fell short of 
1868. Now, though a British or any 


tea to Kiachta, on payment of the Spe- 
cial Tariff duty of six mace per picul, a 
Chinese subject cannot do this, but is 
placed at a disadvantage with the for- 
eigner, as far as duties are concerned, 
whether he import iis brick tea into 
Tientsin in native or foreign bottoms. 

If he import it in foreign bottoms, he 
must pay six mace at the port of ship- 
ment, and in addition he must pay cer- 
tain duties at each inland customs bar. 
rier between Tientsin and Mai-mai-ch’én, 
for the half duty was abolished only with 
reference to Russian-owned Chinese pro- 
duce. In this case, therefore, there can 
be no doubt that the Russian is protect- 
ed against the Chinese trader. 

If, on the other hand, his tea arrive 
by junk, not to mention any duties 
which he may have to pay at the port 
of shipment, he must certainly pay cus- 
toms dues and Lekim at Tientsin, and 
pay the former again at Tung-pa, Nankow, 
and Chang-chia-k’ow. 

_ At the native Custom House at Tient- 


baad 


exceed six mace per picul, and that my 
Chinese informant was right therefore 
when he said that natives were taxed 
heavier than foreigners (in this branch 
at least) in the Kiachta trade. 

With regard to the Chinese nomencla- 
ture of native Custom Houses in this 
province, I may here remark that the 
central Custom House of a Custom Dis- 
trict is called a ‘“ Kuan-k’ow,” or Ta- 


kuan,” A CJ kK lis] and that unde: 


it are placed a number of subordinate 
Customs’ stations, called “Shui-chii-tsze,” 


or “ Tzi-k’ou,” -F- F cy 
charged either with, the collection of ¢er- 
tain duties, or simply with the examina- 
tion of goods, on its own line of approach 
by road or river, to the Central Custom 
House. . If the subordinate station be for 
examination only, it is called also a 
Chi-ch’a-k’ow RS es ; and the ex- 
aminers, it would seem, rely not so much 
upon their regular wages, at these last 
named stations, as upon the irregular fees 
which they receive from traders to pass 
their carts or boats. 

The Russian Transit Trade, however, 
is not confined to brick tea, as the fol- 
lowing table, which gives the quantities 
and values of the teas sent through Tien- 
tsien to Kiachta, from 1866 to 1868 in- 
clusive, will show,— 
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of the teas subsequently sent to Kiachta, 
from those retained in this market for 
local consumption, — 


Tasie No. 2. 
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Of the Chinese teas specified in the 
above table, all the brick and green, and 
nearly all the black, were imported from 
Shanghai, and nearly all the dust from 
Hongkong ; a small quantity of Japanese 
green tea came vid Shanghai, and of dust 
via Hongkong, the rest coming direct 
from Japan. 

The quantity of tea required for Tien- 
tsin itself, with its 400,000 inhabitants, 
not to speak of other cities which receive 
their supplies chiefly through this mar- 
ket, must greatly exceed. the comparative- 
ly small portion imported for local 
consumption, as shown in Table No. 2, 
and, as far as I can learn, the balance of 


the year’s supply was brought up partly 
by Koku junks and partly by the 


rice junks. These latter are permitted - 


to import a certain quantity of 

cargo free of duty, four-fifths of the hold 
of each being set apart for the tribute 
rice, and one-fifth allowed to be laden 
with the ay, Sar A, i of which unfor- 
tunately no detailed account is kept. 

* Whilst the abolition, in 1866, of the 
half duty on tea, sent by Russian mer- 
chants vi@ Tientsin to Kiach ta has, as 


a ee 


haustive analysis that tea reaching Moscow 
from Kiachta costs much more per lb. than 
as of the same quality reaching the 
ormer city by way of London, Kdnigs- 
berg, or Se Tg and the conclusion 
he arrives at is “that although the 
“ Kiachta Trade may still be able to 
“ meet, with profit, the demand for tea in 
“ Siberia and the most Northern Pro- 
“ vinces of Russia, it cannot compete with 
“the European Trade, by which the 
“Southern and Western Provinces of 
“ Russia are now supplied.” Mr. Lumley 
must have been misinformed, I think, 
with regard to the manufacture of brick 


tea, or my enquiries at least do not bear 


out his assertion, when he says that 
“the tea leaves are dipped in sheep's 
“blood, kneaded into a kind of paste, 
“and pressed into cakes of the form of 
“ bricks or tiles.” The Russian Consul 
informs me that it is made simply by 
pressure, and that the old leaves of the 
tea plant are better suited for it than the 
young, as they contain more viscous mat- 
ter. Mr. C. M. Grant of Kiachta also, a 
resident at the great brick tea depét of 
Eastern Siberia, thus describes its fabri- 
cation. “ It is made of the coarser leaves 
“ and upper branches of the tea plant, 
“ and does not undergo the various pro- 
* cesses of manipulation and dessiccation 
“ to which black and other teas prepared 
“ for European consumption are subject- 
“ed, but, when in its natural state, is 
“ moistened by a simple application of 
“ steam, and-then compressed in wooden 
* moulds into the form of bricks, whence 
“its name.” These bricks “are piled 
“up in stacks so as to allow a free cur- 
“rent of air to circulate through and 
“around them. In this manner they 
* are dried in a place protected from the 
“rays of the sun. The bricks when 
“‘ quite dry are each wrapped in paper, 
“ and then made up into lots of 36 bricks 


‘“‘ or baskets.” Large green brick tea is 
thus prepared, according to Mr. Grant, 
and the two other kinds, viz: Small 


quality than the large green, from more 
care being taken in the selection of the 
leaves, and the black is “‘ fabricated from 


this article, as useful in Mongolia as coin 
or circular notes are in Europe. 
Russian Cloth. 

From the opening of this Port to 1865 
inclusive, the quantities of Russian Cloth 
sent from Tientsin to other Chinese 
ports were included in the General Return 
of Exports, but since 1866, they have 
appeared in the Returns as Foreign Im- 
ports re-exported. This Russian Cloth 
is a close woven woollen fabric of heavy 
texture, used much more in Northern 
than in Southern China, it is called Ka-la 
BA. ir by the Chinese, and each piece is 
about sixty yards long and two wide, 
exclusive of selvage. Three descriptions 
of it viz. Green, Dark-Blue, and Scarlet 
may be commonly bought in the shops 
of Tientsin, where it is sold at so much 
per Chinese foot, Tailor’s measure * 

The Green Ka-la is used chiefly for 
covering the official chairs of the higher 
Mandarins ; the Scarlet, of which there is 
a greater consumption, for purposes of 
upholstery and for female wear, and the 
dark Blue, called by the Chinese—‘“ Yea- 
wei-ch’ing,” or “ swallow tail 
Blue” is in most demand, the “‘ Ma-kwa,” 
or short outer jackets, of the well-to-do 
natives, being often made of this cloth. 

The present prices of these three des- 
criptions of Ka-la, in the retail shops of 
Tientsin, calculated at an exchange of 

1,000 copper cash per Mexican Dollar 
at 4s. 2d., are :-— 
Cpr. Cash. per T’lr’s ft. 


Green Ka-la...... 1,300 = 5s. 5d. 
® Dark-Blue do.... 1,200 — 5u. Od. 
Scarlet do.... 1,150 = 4s. 94d. 


In 1866, 1,040 iia of Ka-la were ex- 
ported from Tientsin to Shanghai and 
Foochow, and in 1867, the exportation 
1,776 pieces, whilst in 1868, accdrding 
to the Returns, not only was there none 
exported, but there was a net importa- 
tion by sea of 197 pieces, These were 
sent here from Hankow to meet a sud- 
den rise in price in the Tientsin market, 
caused by a diminution in the supply 
received overland from Kiachta, which 
amounted last year to only 651 pieces. 

This falling off in the export of Ka-la 
from Tientsin to the more Southern 


* Two foot measures are in common use in 
Tientsin bef the ‘* Paachih” " single 
foot, to 13 3/10 English inches, and the 
og Mu-ch'ih,” or ‘ Carpenter’s foot,” equal to 

12 English inches. 

' The Chinese “ Ch-ih® i in the calculations of 
the Tariff of 1858, is held to equal 14 1/10 


ogee inches, but the local variations from 
this standard throughout the Empire are in- 


Le] 


Ports, was caused, I believe, by its ‘hav- 
ing lately been exported more largely 
from St. Petersburg to China by sea, as 
the cost of conveyance by water is much 
cheaper than by land. 

As so much of the Tea that is now 
sent to Kiachta is also no longer pur- 
chased at Mai-mai-ch’én, but in Hupei, 
it is natural that this tea should be 
partly paid for by Russian Manufactures 
conveyed by the cheapest route to Han- 
kow, the great port of that Province. 

Under this state of things then, it 


_ seems probable that the Southern Chinese 


ports will in future receive by sea, such 
Russian broad cloth as they may require, 
and that Tientsin will still draw its sup- 
ply from Kiachta ; for cloth brought 
from the latter to the former place pays 
but two-thirds of the General Tariff 
Duty according to the Land Trade Re- 
gulations of 1862, the remaining third 
being paid only if the said cloth be ship- 
ped at Tientsin for the other coast ports. 
Thus, in this case, the lighter tax may 
counterbalance the greater cost of land 
conveyance. 

Russian owned merchandize passing to 
and fro between Kiachta and Tientsin 
must follow the prescribed route by Kal- 
gan, Tung-pa (near Peking) and Tung- 
chow. The traders on passing through 
Kalgan, may deposit there one-fifth of the 
merchandize entered for Tientsin, giving 
due notice to the local Chinese Superin- 
tendent, and receiving from him a permit 
to sell these goods in Kalgan. ‘The 
goods so retained there for sale, pay, as 
at Tientsin, only two-thirds of the Gene- 
ral Tariff Duty, and the Regulations pro- 
vide that the Russians are not to form 
regular mercantile establishments at the 
place. 

Notwithstanding this, it may be seen, by 
opening “ Morris’ Hongkong Directory 
for 1869,” that Kalgan contains at least 
two Russian firms, with regular hong 
names in Chinese characters, like any of 
the mercantile firms at Shanghai, and it 
is also worthy of remark that whilst Chi- 
nese goods bought by Russian merchants 
at Tientsin, or Tung-chow, for tramsport 
overland to Russian territory, pay an 
export duty equal to that levied accord- 
ing to the general tariff of 1858, the same 
kind of goods, bought by the same class 
of merchants, at Kalgan, for the same 
destination, pay an export duty equal to 
only half the export duty levied accord- 
ing to the same general tariff. 


J. Monean, 
Consul. 


Tientsin, 26th May, 1869. 
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Srr—I have the honor to forward average value of cotton in the North of 
the Returns of Trade at this port for the China. There seems therefore solid 
year 1868, and am happy to be able to ground for concluding that the‘ncreased 
report most favorably thereon. A decided trade of Cotton goods in 1868 is a legit- 
increase is shewn im all.the principal imate expansion of the use of English 
articles of import, but the chief feature Qotton Cloths in this part of China, 
in the Trade is the increase in the and that a still further increase of con- 
importation of English manufactured sumption may be confidently expected. 
cotton and woollen The direct trade from Great Britain 

The quantity of cotton goods imported has now a permanent footing at this 
in 1868 was nearly 900,000 pieces, while port, and the credit of forming it is due 
the total imports of the same article in entirely to the firm of Fergusson & Co 
1867 was about 330,000. The increase’ British Merchants who have been esta 
since the year 1864 has been steady, but blished here since the opening of the 
the great jump of over 500,000 pieces port ; and whose energy and perseverance 
this year is most marked. The question in developing British Commerce in North 
that naturally suggests itself is whether China is deserving of the highest praise. 
such a sudden expansion of trade isthe This year nine vessels have reported 
result of a transitory cause, or is based direct from England, with cargoes of 
on a legitimate development of the use Coal, Metals and Piece Goods. The re- 
of English woven cotton cloths by the sult of importing direct from England 
Chinese of this Province. Considering has proved so satisfactory, that I hear 
that Chefoo is the port of entry for a other of the British Firms have followed 
commercial system that enumerates over in the footsteps of Fergusson & Co. 
fifty millions of human beings as its con- Goods by direct shipment are laid down 
stituents for the means of being clothed, here so much cheaper than if imported 
the consumption of 1868 does not seem from Shanghai, the freight by steamer 
at all disproportionate, and it might be from the latter Port being as great as 

that such a vast mass of people that charged all the way from England, 
would consume still more largely English to say nothing of the additional Insur- 
manufactures, provided they found it ance, &c., &c. The arrival at one time 
more economical to do so than to buy of such quantities of goods it was thought 
native woven cloths. The fact of the would swamp the market, it is most 
Chinese drawing such large supplies of satisfactory therefore to see that these 
Foreign cotton goods through Chefoo, anticipations have not been realized, and 
would be presumptive evidence that such that this part of China can absorb such 
goods stood them im ata lower price a great quantity of English manufactures. 


than their own fabrics. 

In this case, however, no such theoret- 
ical investigation is required to bring 
out the truth. The fact is evident that 

- Chinese manufacturers, during 1868, have 


In Woollens and Woollen and Cotton 


Mixtures there also appears to be a large 
and steady increase. In 1865,—19,145 
pieces were imported. In 1866,—12,873. 


In 1867,—30,843. In 1868,—50,096. 


not been able to compete against the The import of Raw Cotton merits 
moderate prices at which English cotton some notice here, as it bears special re- 
cloths have been sold. The equivalent ference to the consumption of Cotton 
weight of Chinese cotton cloth represent- Goods, and though the quantity import- 
ed by a piece of 8}-/bs. Shirtings ed is not of much consequence in itsels 
could not have been produced thie sear it exhibits a proof that this Province 
under Tis. 3.30, whereas the English? receives Cotton or Cotton Goods for its 


of Taels 2.20, or at two-thirds of what a 
Chinaman would have had to pay for the 


clothing, and consequently the consump- 
tion of Foreign Cotton Cloths is a 
legitimate requirement of the Shantung 
people. Before the civil war in America 
the import of cotton here was nearly 
50,000 peculs anunally, besides very large 
quantities of Chinese woven cotton cloth ; 
all this is an argument for the stability 
of British Trade. The year 1868, saw 
3,302 peculs of Chinese grown cotton 
imported into this Province, being 3,000 
peculs over the four previous years. 


_ NEEDLES anp WatTcHEs, of which | 


are supplied from Europe and taken in 
great quantities in the North of China, 
shew a large increase over former years. 
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Merats,—Leap shows an increase over 
The trade in English 
Bar-iron is double what it was in 1864 
and 1865, and far greater than in either 
1866 or 1867. Nail Rod-iron, too, shews 
a steady increase, and has this year 
reached 16,932 peculs or 10,000 more 
than any other year. 

CoaL imported from England, Austra- 
lia and Japan, and consumed entirely by 
the foreign steamers trading between 
this, Shanghai and Tientsin, and vessels 
of war calling here, has also increased 
over former years. 

This exhausts the Imports from Eu- 

rope, and it is highly satisfactory to see 
such a steady demand for the products 
of the west increase so greatly at this 
port. \ 
I shall now proceed to shew how the 
Import trade of Chefoo from Chinese and 
other ports has improved during the last 
year. 


Orrum—The first and most valuable 
article of commerce shews an increase 
over last year of more than 1,000 chests, 
but as the war-tax on the drug has been 
reduced considerably, it is but fair to 
surmise that it will reach a much higher 
figure this year. 

The demand for Sugar and Paper 
seems to have increased, for they figure 
much higher than heretofore in the Im- 
port Return, and this is significant of 
the general healthy tone of Commerce 
here, inasmuch as these articles are the 
staples of the native Import trade. 
Sugar is imported direct from Formosa, 
Swatow and Amoy, where it is grown, 
and also from Hongkong and Shanghai. 
The Import of Rice +has increased con- 
siderably during the last two years, but 
as this article is brought here solely for 
the use of the Southern traders, it only 
shews that large numbers of these are 


‘ attracted to Chefoo, and is therefore in- 


dicative of the expansion of Commerce 
here. The Natives of this Province are 
not addicted to Rice, their staple of food 
being -bread made from Maize and millet 
seed. Only 200 peculs of Rice were im- 


* ported during 1865, and 350 the next 


year; but in the two succeeding years 
1867, and 1868, 5,294 and 9,428 peculs 
were respectively imported, some part of 
which was re-exported to Tientsin. 

The returns shew a large increase in 
the importation of steel, but I have as- 
certained that this quantity was brought 
from Hankow as a speculation, and is not 
yet sold. No doubt, the use of foreige 
Steel is on the increase, but the smit 


and metal workers have not yet acquired 
the knowledge of using it properly. — 
Of other artices,—Tobacco, Wood oil, 


The Import of treasure during the 
last year amounted to Tls. 325.874 only. 


CS es 
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EXPORTS. | 
It is highly satisfactory to find that the 
exports have also increased over last year. 
Sitk is beginning to assume a very 


important feature in the export trade of 


this port. Nearly 300 piculs of yellow 
silk were shipped away in 1868, and 
nearly 900 piculs of silk piece goods, 
manufactured in this province, were ex- 
ported.. These together would bring up 
the quantity of silk appearing in the 
trade of 1868 to an equivalent of about 
1,500 bales. The amount of silk piece 
goods exported in native junks is also 
considerable, thus adding more to the 
quantity of silk produced here. 

It is expected this year that a much 
greater business will be dune in silk*at 
this port than heretofore, and also that 
a trade in cocoons and silk worm eggs 
will spring up. The Italian Government 
sent agents here last year, and I am told 
that their report was so satisfactory that 
it is intended to send agents here at the 
commencement of the season to buy 
cocoons, &c. The wild silkworm is 
bred in large quantities by the country 
people of Shantung, anda great deal of 
wild silk is produced annually, in this 
immediate neighbourhood, in the central 
part of the province and in the vicinity 
of Tsi-nan-foo. 

The silk cloth made from this wild 
silk is brought to this port for sale. It 
is thought possible (and there seems no 
reason to doubt it) that the wild silk 
worm may be acclimatized in Europe. 
The attention of the French Government 
also appears to have been drawn to this 
branch of industry. Chefoo can furnish 
the eggs of both the wild and domestic 
silk worms. 

The stuff made from the wild silk is 
used by the Chinese for summer clothing, 
and is very strong and wears extremely 
well. 

Ep — tg has fallen off in 

' total quantity figures at 
318,201 peculs, whereas in 1867 it was 
418,016 peculs. This has bcen caused 


vy Beancake the reverse seems 
ing “gas The exports in 1868 bei 
630,206 peculs; whereas in: 1867 they 
were only 390,504 peculs. The year in 
which the maximum export of beancake 
when 755,021 


was attained is 1865, 
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caps, Dates, Fruits, Straw-hats, Lily-flowers, 
Liquorice, Medicines, Prawns, icelli 
and Straw-braid, the latter is eaported 
exclusively by Foreigners for shipment 
to the United States, via Shanghai, and 
the demand for it is daily increasing, 
while a decrease only appears, and that 
very slight, in Salt Fish, Ginseng, Bean 
oil and Tobacco. 

The value of foreign Imports 

from Foreign countries in 1868 77s. 


amounts to - - : - 1,066,137 
From Chinese Ports  - - 3,981,814 
On Chinese —_ ee ie - 2,497,396 
Treasure  - - - - $25,874 


Total Taéls - 7,871,221 


The value of exports for the 


year amounts to - - 1,525,817 
Treasure to - . - - 4, 195, 728. 
Re-exports of Foreign*® goods 

to Foreign countries - - 1,121 
Do. to Chinese Ports - , - 386,042 
Do. of Chinese Goods - - 145,927 


Total Taels’ - 6,264,635 
The Tonnage employed in the Trade 


of this port although seemingly . large— 
209,988 Tons, does not represent the 
quantity of sailing vessels formerly em- 
ployed on the coast. The steamers run- 
ning on the line from Shanghai to this 
make up at least } of the tonnage entered 
during the year. The duties on all 
vessels during 1868 amount to Taels 
284,463. 2.1.6. of this sum Taels 
106,074. 8. 7. 6. is contributed by British 
vessels, shewing a falling off in the year 
1866 of Taels 41,181.6.4.4 but an in- 


— crease over 1867 of Taels 11,412.6.1.2. 


The British contribution to the revenue is 
the largest ; followed by the American 
78,733. 3.5.7. the North . German 
60,089. 5. 5. 6. the Siamese 29,508.3.8.0. 

The Tonnage dues amount to Tis. 
13,003.6.0.0 for which the Chinese Go- 


vernment have made no return since 


they built the light House and Custom 
House jetty, after which a large surplus 
must have remained. 

A Breakwater across the east entrance 
of thiss Harbour is greatly needed to 
render this a perfectly safe anchorage at 
all seasons and during any weather. The 
original cost of this would of course be 
large, but would be soon met by Harbour 
dues, which might then be levied on 
vessels anchoring inside its protection. 

The question of mines has naturally 
a oa much attention during the past 
seg owin to the discoveries of gold in 
iate neighbourhood, and also 

omy the sess he attained through some 
of the men, who had come here to dig 
for gold, that large deposits of lead ore 
exist within 15 miles from this port. 
‘These lead mines had been previously 
known ; and I hear that large samples of 
the ore were sent to the French Universal 
- Exposition of 1867 ‘dy & a firm here, who 
‘were commissoned French Govern- 
ment to collect the aie of the north 
of China for that occasion. Some of the 


3 | 


ore, lately obtained, I took to Shanghai 
recently and. obtained’ a partial analysis 
of it. It seems tobe what is termed 
“Jameronete” lead ore, and contains 
about 38 per cent of antimony mixed 
with iron, zitic and lead, with some traces 
of silver. As this ore is near the sur- 
facé and runs in a vein of 16 inches thick 
at the spot where the diggers. discovered 
it, there séenis to be rio difficulty in the 


way of its extraction. No experienced | 
metallagist has as yet pronounced as 


to its value fur smelting, but its appear: 
ance and experiments made with it, give 
hopes that if the miné were allowed to 
be worked, a profitable business would be 
the result. It would be of very great 
advantage to this port if the Chinese 
Government permitted these lead mines 
to be openéd, as the ore might form a 
valuable article of export, or it might be 
smelted on the spot and afford a further 
opehing for the employment of foreign 
capital and enterprise, in this part of 
Chitia. 

The opening of the Coal Mines in this 


province promises no immediate advan- 


tage, as the transport of the mineral to 
this place would render its cost too great 
for ahy practical purpose. The utility 
of the coal for the futuré cannot, how- 
ever, be too highly estimated in connec- 
tion with Railways, as one of the most 
essential requirements for working the 
road would be plentiful and cheap fuel 
for the locomotive and, on the other, hand 
the Railway would bring the coal cheap- 
ly to this port, and thus supply it at a 
price that would render its consumption 
large and the export considerable. The 
coal of this province is known for its ex- 
cellent quality ; and if it could be brought 
here cheaply and used in smelting the 
lead ore from the neighbouring mines, a 
certain prosperity would attend such 
development of the natural resources of 
the province, and which the Chinese 
Government, the native population and 


_ the Foreign Mercantile Residents would 


all have their share in. 

The gold-diggers were not very suc- 
cessful in their search after the precious 
metal, but I attribute their failure to the 
fact that they were prevented from dig- 
ing in the region where the gold is said 
to be very plentiful, viz., the Pingtu range, 
to which I paid a visit last autumn, as 
I had the honor of reporting in my des- 
patch, to~ Your Excellency, No. 32 of 
October 14th, 1868, as well as to the 
reason that the men who came here were 
far from experienced gold miners. 

I will now briefly allude to a subject 
already brought prominently to your 
Excellency’s notice by Mr. Alabaster, in 
his report on the trade of this port for 
1867, and in Messrs. Fergusson and Co.’s 
letter, enclosed in my Despatch No. 25 of 
1868 to Your Excellency I mean Railroads 
inShantung. Taking into consideration 
thedifficulties of transit of goods from Che- 
foo to the interior, and notwit 


this that the general business of the port 


oe itself so satisfactorily, the 
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conclusion forces itself upon one’s mind 
that further extension of trade might 
be relied on if such facilities existed for 
Inland Transit, as a Railroad from Che- 
foo to Tsi-nan-foo passing through such 
large centres of trade and population as 
Hwang-Hien, Wei-hsien &c., &., as re- 
commended in Messrs Fergusson and 
Co.’s letter. 
Chefoo is, comparatively with other 
treaty ports, unfortunate in its want of 
communication with the markets 
that it could supply. There is no water 
communication either by river or canal 
leading from it towards the capital of the 
province. The traffic coastwise is con- 
ducted only through the inlets of small 
rivers,debouching on the gulf of Pei-chi-li ; 
and the great water-road of the Yellow 
River is distant from this port about 200 
miles. Even this channel of commerce 
is obstructed by the bar at its mouth, 
across which no large junks can pass, 
Chefoo has therefore a special claim to 
be allowed a railroad to its dependencies, 
as a necessary facility for the develop- 
ment of its trade ; and if the support of 
H. M. Government could be obtained 
for this project, the capital for its 
construction could easily be fouud, 
provided the Chinese Government would 
guarantee on their side the security of 
the road. 
A railroad to Tsi-nan-foo would natu- 
rally be prolonged to Tientsin, thus bring- 
ing that great commercial entrepot into 
uninterrupted communication with the 
southern ports, through its terminus at 
Chefoo. aad inducement for under- 
taking the construction of such a line 


British ConsvULATE, 
Chefoo, March 12, 1869. 
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— _ the fact that excellent steam 
is"known to exist along the proposed 
line of road. adit 

The trade of this port in the future 
will derive much benefit from the estab- 
lishment of a Kungkoo, an office for fix- 
ing the valuation of sycee, a want that 
has for the last few years been more and 
more feltg@ The chief reasons for the 
introduction of the same are set forth in 
a letter addressed to me by the British 
merchants of this port, copy of which I 
forwarded to Your Excellency in my des- 
patch No. 2 of 10th Feb. of 1869, request- 
ing me to urge on the Chinese authorities 
the importance and necessity of its insti- 
tution. And the views there set forth, 
when realized, will show the advan- 
tage gained by foreign commerce at 
this place through this measure, which, 
I am happy to say, has been determined 
upon with the concurrence of the Taotai, 
at my representation, and will take effect 
as soon as the business season re-opens, 
after the Chinese New-Year. 

I have little doubt that the trade of 
the present__year will increase even in a 
greater ratio than the previous one ; for 
Chefoo is, from its geographical position, 
the port of the north of China. All it 
needs is better communication with the 
interior, which a railroad would give it. 
The harbour is a good one, and open all 
the year round ; and if the Chinese Gov- 
ernment. could be prevailed upon to 
throw out a breakwater, as I suggested 
above, there could not be a safer anchor- — 
age for vessels at all seasons and in all 
weather. Le 


Your obedient servant, 


J. MARKHAM, 
Consul. 
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RETURN or taz IMPORTS 1x BRITISH VESSELS, 1868. 


DESCRIPTION OF GOODS. Classifier. | | Amount. Value. 
Taels, 
RR Bi es aa eae Piculs 17.00 212 
Aad DE. ais ine noel ia 73.30 - 988 
= DN ik ee ee Ms 145.10 725 
BOO i aes Sf @ FORE SN mere * 28.50 | 214 
Pees PO ceed hakaee i Pieces 8 60 
RUN Nisewe tucks coves} =P tcals 40.00 260 
Bamboo, Canes........_ —... ci ....-| Pieces 3,400 71 : 
a vin, Ceca pea Piculs 42.38 225 bs 
ss meee A ce eon rs 472.22 1,117 
ee ok nh amg vs 2 41.29 351 
BO TN ce dete Pieces 53 165 
Me I i aa apace a Piculs 977.42 3,909 
es ee a ea ee net 28 
Brass Buttons _...... ‘Wad ae ms — —-« 161.64 7,273 
i I at Mere > hentia i 36.83 - 678 
Blacking ...... isecee sean oO eae Bottles 30 13 
Boots ~ ..... ideo eich ana Pairs 24 41 
TO kiss "SE ge ER ais Ne er wan eke Pieces 388 50 
TOON kan int ea'enes becas pre 16 112 
CNOOE ice Se as ..| Piculs 21.00 315 
I rs Bolts 34 272 
SR kccis Sipen = Soave etn Pieces 9,016 643 
» Buttons a j mm - 108,000 690 
Cardamons, Inferior .. ite ewe Piculs 18.90 453 
a ce, sg alt re eee pe 43 43 
ia WR Avis SS oe OP Ga fe 14.95 68 
CD alien seine piviee << sail Pieces 390 507 
Carrying Sticks ...... boven 0S aaa a 2,500 38 
SE SI a wntece\  wpeans | Piculs 67.00 134 
Cassia Lignea_........ , ike Soha a gente 20.04 240 
a ee  caeee eee Piculs 10.00 ~ 
Chine Ware, fne_...... ..... ae eee a 48 eee, 
Cloves... i or aia sg ee ee 26.50 224 
we Be = weckas veka cial eee 4,049 | . 52,637 
CN Sains ecees Gis .e-| Piculs - 25.04 363 
Ce laws weneec. wees ..| Pieces 101. 72 
GO ee i ek ee ese ...--.| Piculs .90 3 
Cn TEM, nica aac eee Pieces | 900 66 
ie ee ane oo ieiere eas re 2,400 240 
Copper Ware re Piculs 2.34 66 
Crockery ..... eens: pecan Merge ree * _... 5.20 41 
CE ac ins eels ne . 1,670.00 31,730 
or os ee. eee 2 eeaeel oo ees es ” 18.07 
—Cottonades ..._...... ies ...-.| Pieces 180 648 
Corron Prece con me a 
Brocades, White ... waabes Bee ieces ’ 

a OR an Cera vibes a 13,428 
Chintses _...... Pees seas 11,881 
Damasks pai sunets sone “s 1,764 
Figured Orleans ... ibe anes Mi — 
ee oo 8,172 

” ‘ den eee see ewe ” 

8 agg =n Steen SE 45778 

” ” Spots oeseee eeecee ” | 
T-Cloths seeeee eee eee sweeesd -. 189,491 
ze Cloths * achat ee ae vse! ” : 27,307 

ms | ov aad - 
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. No. 3.—Rerurn of the Imports in Bartisa VessEts, 1868—Cont. 


DESCRIPTION OF GOODS. Classifier, Amount. | Value. 
) 
| Taels. 
Corton Piece Goons, continued— : 

Me cca aaa oe onsne Pieces 8,334 20,835 
RRS, is Seeder co ceaus - 501 902 
PRM 7 5 Asicds S eectee’  S seekns A 178 1,682 
i anata? heh me 752 6,053 
BO iecs hacisk teen - 200 1,300 

Total number of Cotton Piece Goods ...... ea SE 455,892 
Cotton, Clothing ...... Oras cygast Piculs 10 7 
i iss, dawns) Medses - 9.25 370 
ai MONO iss Midsee  Satves m 10 5 
I ta igicces Mentha < cackas ae 54.70 438 
RR ree tikes cates a 75 245 
Me a haga eee i 5.00 100 
se ast eee Puke es “ 10.00 200 
ee ta ee rn .06 l 
MI OI cicass dandes “veces Pieces 1,084 108 
a inci ede “ 93 14 
Be NS re 15 3 
» Palm Leaf, untrimmed............ i. 2,978 12 
meee ee aA Gilses .  - Saas ms 141,246 2,538 
I a ikaas -  eeunns Piculs 1.20 19 
ee I ae eee " 1.12 36 
” Re es eng ” 35.00 1,399 
I I cc paveee ss’  ondens H 150.00 450 
a een i 3.59 7 
' a cs uence s 112.10 549 
Wee I a ila ae Pieces 4,500 35 
ee iain wees + Piculs 75.96 798 
MO a eee * vecess ms 174.00 313 
CO AS Aidiew avec ss 193.05 219 

i E.G ics Ganson’. seéwes a 1.50 
Spe SOU iin, hie tee dente a 1.60 1,120 
mn ise Sedens:.  oaonens = — 1.60 336 
Rice i cece eae a 10.19 244, 
a rN  Sheeswiy. © vobnes Square ft. 119,400 4,280 
‘Grass Cloth, coarse.:.... 9 ....0.  seeees iculs 95.83 2,395 
a a ine bce ms 9.15 585 
pe IE 8 aa a n 15.50 23 
eek ge 2) Cage . 72.00 540 
og eg fa 350.00 1,143 
RG ad BOE aT aac ee ss 7.20 9+ 
> HE one ky sal eR AS 50 3 
gis unsee Pieces 91,640 5,498 
Pi Gee. kas Piculs ee 2 
Mawss  < o Guekie > vaca | i 30.66 766 
oie Sales ean Pieces 827 74 
ee ga eee eseee| Ficuls 333.85 12,686 
ae ONES OPO NSS re se 8.88 : 177 
UES Se Seton agen een Os i 1.00 ae 
OEE ORE SDS Paci gars als a .26 150 
ps to oo aes a wae gg Pieces 100 8 
Baa oh TS eis * ore gas cee Piculs 1.47 59 
Bee a Seeecgs hag Pieces 18 60 
Pein i Rete ee cekuae Piculs 12.62 86 
cicadas nt annua me 8.61 52 
Pg Re Be I Oa gee yee mF 4.00 23 
NASA. RS gree ‘ 77.86 1,245 
ee panel, . 39.28 295 
LES SRE COS Renee v 154.00 131 
ee Beheel ios. wba Gross 12,225 11,369 
AR ORAEES Sara Rare aa Pieces 1,000 120 
ee Nasuee |. dan be Piculs 448.80 4,488 
= eb ss bc On ler ily aN Pieces 2 |- 20 
ack : saibaes eoseee| Ficals 3,294.76 9,060 
Ne eae ee ia 9,098.06 27,384 
Ritesh’? ceaghees <3 Uae Ree si 2,828.01 16,968 
saa ale eae LO cabal ca 16.45 855 
vee seen’ ilies + 412.00 2,678 

Sy ROE ee eee re roe wi 81.83 
ee ee a 95 24 
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No. 3.—Retvurn of the Imports in Bririsu VessExs, 1868—Cont. 


DESCRIPTION. OF GOODS. Classifier. | | Amount. Value. 
DEN i a eisgae ae Piculs 4.00 104 
SEO ORE a a Or an Pieces 7 ll 
TURE foc Agia: duh courses eeu Piculs 66.08 1,980 
FR cekdia Gadsden Pieces 59,000,000 13,110 
CRU hkes ds Nascas Gee ee Piculs 451.78 8,252 
O1.— 

er ee Piculs 2.30 23 
BOON t as aden Gallons 150 150 
ie ee rear ear ‘i 390 195 
yg SO oS ae eae or | _Piculs 6.88 221 
MOE ea haa eo ee igi cs 357.20 2,856 
Ortum— | 
MN a iia SS Bai oe oe Piculs 1,422 50 768,150 
UN aa 6 EE * ahaa ee 5.00 2,450 
Ms a a cana . 37.20 18,228 
MN i se dae, ~ 16.60 8,134 
Mata Ree a ne ey vt Re .22 19] 
ge ee ee . 53.65 420 
it MPI hisses, dvelve  * tncins - 20.59 42 
: Re eT ca ea eee aa 10.10 50 
BN oc A eee a Le igs ss 5.00 60 
not MR cS Utes Sekkew eco * 21.80 545 
ia 5), MeO disses 4. sobs . 1.78 50 
Pa Se ere ee ee 30.00 390 
ao aaa eudee eh codeis a 8.40 30 
a OM OE aw capac “i 36.88 288 
RW Be i an hienes Fo > Nadas ‘i 3,911.20 62,576 
s Be ee ag x eo eadaal se 19,856.38 192,632 
me WR ee Sa ee as 7 8.00 144 
WINES BOE icccen | hie new 4" sede ” 10.10 61° 
gt Re gc OR pee ‘ns 391.66 1,096 
Pepper, Black paw SS Gedees o> eee 7) 587.60 3,398 
Ree ac A Oe Pieces 205 31 
IE i a fae cana ‘s 16 120 
RM hci Scan wins a ae Piculs 53.50 115 
Pee ee Oa hes 9 $16.77 948 
EN TT ko Ay RN aa Beene me 625.53 3,334 
I oe ieee cas ee eae a 31.00 496 
MU ee ee aes 8 EY te 3.20 10 
MO es  hescaectt oo ec gukt es 73.20 146 
Me re per ee ” 900.00 1,350 
Be ca pic wce -  Laencee oS cant ‘ 79.42 497 
Be iiss 6 Aeneas eS cage < 18.60 210 
a NS aca eaaees aR 50.00 50 
We i linc Sactde sche ce 17.93 567 
PR ce, gees a 144.56 1,012 
Seaweed ...... _.... be Been oo eee oe 8,580.00 24,448 
Se a ee ei ae . 20,726.32 31,089 
” Japan pcance @eesnp | codeten ” 789.00 13,648 
Meeeee wien. Wee: C.-C es 21.82 393 
me EI ae a Caiyecangroe Ue & 14.16 708 
Peer en I eet sages Pieces 200 45 
We a ea, ca a Piculs 6.78 146 
WS a ne Pairs 238 143 
ee rn COO ri hen sce Ga Piculs 241 35 154,572 
» Ribbons 9 ag ange Bae? AS coe ms 10.85 4,340 
tS a deen hal gaa a 19.78 6,329 
” Mixture eeereee 88 eeee = ae eens » 26.78 7,766 
Ris RPGR ket RR Me re rics Samer oe * 3.62 
ai... Seeds Mieka ages 17.75 
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_ No. 3.—Rervrw of the Laports in Barris Vesseis, 1868—Cont. 


DESCRIPTION OF GOODS. Classifier. Amount. Value. 
Taels. 

Timber, a Wood, Planks ie’ ve 6,483 162 
Tobacco Leaf ee Sirus. | Wek ons Piculs 27.95 126 
Some Prepared ie deas Ranges ners 957.84 19,157 
Turmeric . ances ceuas boku - 447.43 2.237 
RU sexi —s att Ags (eye Ha Sede = 34.50 405 
Turpentine © .. os pase eee bel \Gallons 60 50 
Varnish ...... mag es Sis ses ‘Piculs 9.48 199 
Vermillion ... ee eieses ave - 21.58 881 
Wood Ware... Be behee ounoes ie 4.91 53 
- 5 Sapan pa kbesas ga, me 500.00 1,350 
White Wax... ie ige serous based - 4.91 1,374 
Woollens, Twills ...... Wart .e-+s-| Pieces 169 710 
a Blankets...... wa Seen Pairs 42 367 
»  Bombazettes teed’ eawees Pieces 293 1,611 
i Camlets..., sucada Bae Ms 1,009 11,603 
a »  Jmitation...... me 365 2,136 
x Flannels ... Om oa ‘ 1 18 
ee Lastin sie ives vaecas 1 766 9,192 
a se secon kéceve “t 150 1,050 
1 Long Ells ... iieces ke se 868 5,642 

a Lustres, Figured ...... jibes * 18,118 
ie Res: "NS ea sacks a &00 72,730 

¥ Cree “ 248 
ss Spanish Stripes ...... tise Pe 1,514 34,065 
~ Imitation Crape Lastings ...... = 485 3,395 
e Fustians ...... ee pay: “ 600 4,200 
i and Cotton Mixtures... Reece - 1,280 8,320 
Treasure ...... eeeeee 600 «ee ddvcael bec cecces sua FeeU sss abases Nas ees 107,688 
TOTAL saan sivas! SO. ee ed 3,242,969 


In all—Three millions two hundred and forty-two thousand nine hundred 
and sixty-nine Taels, equivalent at 5s. 11d, the average rate of exchange, 


to £969,512 12s. 12d. 
we 
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EXPORT IN BRITISH VESSELS, 1868. 


—_ 


DESCRIPTION OF GOODS. 


Classifier. 


Amount. 
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Caps, Felt...... 
Carpets ...... 
Chestnuts... ... 
Chilies, Dried 
Cloth, Native 


7] 5 } & S GiMCRGeMeeeae 4 Fo yk eae Me FO 
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Felt Cuttings 
a Fish, Cuttle ... 
ci ||| veer 


So , oo - f Welw - & ef) Moe 4 oF om 


eee ege- . - >. Bee Ces... > arere 


Se 6.608 © «> - oS (2 Oe. Bee. es Se eevee Ss 
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Glue 
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ps 
Lily Flowers... 
Liquorice ...... 
Medicine 
Millet 


tt © 2 ft | eee kl hl. 6 ee ft 
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Onions 
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WOON yaaa ic oe 
Persecimeons Dry 
Pork, Salt...... 

Potatoes 
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»  Salisburian 
Silk Pongees 
» Yellow ... 


S6S 688-2 ~ BROS os: 2 aes 
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Piculs 


7 
Pieces 


Piculs 7 
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1,742.10 
86 
42.50 
51.19 
714.00 
12.50 
821.27 
52.10 
28.00 
4.55 
5.38 | 
143.75 
"8.00 
84 
103,046 
1,549 
170.90 
836.55 
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Sm,—I have the honor to submit my 
Report on the British and other Foreign 
pass Orr the ending 1 Seen 

en 3ist Decem- 
hen 10 


Some apology is due for my not having 


transmitted p fn earlier in the current 
~-year. The delay is to be attributed 


to the fact that the Customs’ Returns, 
with the proofs of which, preparatory to 
publication, I have been courteously fur- 
hished by Mr. Leonard, the Commis- 
sioner of Returns, merely exhibit sta- 
tistics of the trade in its foreign aspect 
y ; and considerable extra labour 
consequently been needed in order to 
extract, and to tabulate in a distinctive 
shape, such of its details. as concern 
British Trade in particular. 
The Returns attached to this Report 
are as follows :-— 
Return No. I.—Return of the British 
Import Trade. 
» 99 iL.—Summary of Return 
No. 1. 
s », ill.—Return of all Foreign 


British. 

9 99 LV.—Return of the British 
Export Trade. 

9 ” Vz. — Summary of Return 
No. IV. 


9 ” VI. —Return of all Foreign 
Export Trade other than 
DW _saS#BAritish. 
nd », ViL—Return of Imports and 
Re-exports of Silk, Tea and 
Cotton. 
es » VIIL.—Return of Opium. 
pa - yy apm Value of the 
wh e carried in Fo- 
reign vessels 1865 to 1868. 
” ” X. — Return showing the 
movements of British ves- 


gels. 
»  » &L—Return of Tonnage un- 
der all Foreign flags. 
» 9 &.L—Return of Duties paid 
under all Foreign flags. 


The results observable from these Re- 
turns are of the most satisfactory charac- 
ter, not only as the whole 
Foreign téade of the port, but more 

as regards the always large 
of that trade which can be 
properly termed British. 

with Brit- 


Commencing 
Barnism IMroRts. ich Imports, Your Excel- 
lency will perceive that, in the introduc- 
single exeption of opium, tho y chase 


The following summaries will make 
this more clear :— 


Taels. 
Manufactures ......... 23,417,539—1868 
MIs cs wenn eee 18,330,512—1867 
Increase ,..... Taels 5,087,027 
Taels. 
Metals .........00...... 1,463,632—1868 
BMA. Gékias cisinvaceis 702,461—1867 
Increase SOP Taels 7 61,171 
Taels, 
Miscellaneous :........ -1,151,625—1868 
ee 450,749—1867 
Increase ...... Taels 700,876 
: : Taels. 
Colonial Produce 1,732,838—1868 
Do. 1,466,107—1867 
Increase...... Taels ... 266,731 
Taels. 
NPN icone thesia pedcis 18,537,277—1868 
BPs \kkicintniconsans 22,304,991—1867 


Decrease..........aels 3,767,714 


A consideration of the several articles 
of British Import in detail affords on the 
whole equally interesting results. 

The value of cotton piece 
Corton 
1868 amounted to Taels 
17,429,000, as against Taels 9,900,000 in 
1867. Most of this increase is monopolized 
by the single staple of Grey 
Gy Eee. Shi of whicha valueof 
Taels 9,800,000 has been imported in 1868 
against Taels 5,700,000 in 1867, or with- 
in Taels 100,000 of the entire value of 
the trade in cotton piece goods during 


2.45 (at the beginning of the year) to Taels 
2.10 (at its close), or equivalent at 6s. 3d. 


ya to a first cost in England of 
from 11s. 3d. to 9s. 6d. having been the 
range for standard cloth or 8}-lts. 

pet io these low rates con- 


goodies 


: shows 
the fe th et of not cw tan Tk 


3,100,000 


Six Ruvitekpoun Atcoox, 
ke, de, dk 


or goods imported, during — 
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White Shirtings, which 
White Shirtings. are shewn in Mr. Consul 
Winchester’s report of last year to have 
fallen off some 32 per cent during 1867 
owing to the dullness of the Tientsin 
market, appear to have regained their 
position, the import for 1868 being valued 
at Ts. 600,000 over that imported during 
1867, and Tis. 200,000 over that during 
the year before. 
T-Cloths, an article which 
oe more nearly resembles the 
native-made fabric, continue to be in in- 
creased demand. The value imported 
for the past year from British ports is 
shewn to be Taels 3,311,000 against Taels 
1,300,000 for the previous year, or just 
double the whole trade in this article for 
1867. The trade in this commodity is 
still on the increase owing to efforts on 
the part of the manufacturers to assimi- 
late the fabric more and more to the 


native article. 
Drills and other heavy 
— cotton goods likewise shew 
a considerable increase, the value imported 
during the past year being about Taels 
300,000 over that for 1867. Fancy Cot- 
tons have however fallen off. With a 
little more attention to the manufacture 
of drills, it is probable that the English 
sorts might ere long altogether displace 
the American, which do not compete so 
closely with the English and do not find 
such favor with the natives as they used 


to do. che 
Woollen ve on 
ohare the whole been on the de- 
cline. The stocks for the previous year 
having been in excess of requirement, 
and the prices having been unremunera- 
tive ; thedemand on account of other ports 
has also not been encouraging. The de- 
crease on these goods appears to have 
been progressive for the past three years. 
They seem to be of too expensive a nature 
to compete successfully with the . 
ded cotton clothing to which the Chinese 
are so partial, and until they can be pre- 
sented on the market at a more moderate 
rate the demand for such goods must 
continue to flag, and the trade remain 


stagnant. 
The import of Metals 
- Merara. shows features of a pecu- 
liarly encouraging nature. The increase 
a has Seat aeaaahidanet Ake te 
cent. as compared with that entered 
during last . 
a a 0 feiaparndhed ol ene 
Iron. Taels 500,000 was import- 
ed during 1868 against Taels 200,000 for 
the year before. It is brought princi- 
pally in the shape of nail and ircn, 
which the Chinese are clever at manipu- 
lating@into various forms to suit their 


peculiar necessities. A fair i 
Cesese in cles a en wimeibndacees what, 


tities ; a value Taels’ 


tee 


418,000 having 


ie | 


been entered during 1868 against Taels 
135,000 during the previous year. This 
advance is to be attributed to thein- — 
creased employment of lead in the manu- 
facture of chests for tea exportation. The 
trade is rapidly attaining to very im- 
rag dimensions, and is, I believe, 
ighly remunerative to importers. Near- 
ly the whole of the lead and iron imported 
comes direct from Great Britain. 
| Tin shews a similarly 
~ progressive tendency ; the 
value imported having increased from 
Tis. 200,000 to Tis. 434,000. The in- 
crease has been principally in the sort 
which takes the shape of Blocks. Plate 
Tin has not been remunerative, although 
the increase in the importation has like- 
wise been considerable. Block Tin is 
extensively employed by the Chinese in 
mixing with other soft metal for the 
manufacture of utensils of various kinds. 
The use of plate tin in the manufacture 
of such vessels has also considerably in- 
creased of late, but makers also use for 
this purpose the vast mass of cast off tin 
linings to cases and boxes, which although 
comparatively valueless to foreigners are 
eagerly secured by petty Chinese traders 
for this purpose. 
Copper, the next most 
Copper, &. —_ important metal in the list, 
shews like the rest an increase. Also 
quicksilver, steel, and miscellaneous ma- 
nufactured metals unclassed. 
) The chief article amongst 
_ Miscellaneous British im- 
b camer ports is Coal, and it like- 
wise takes a respectable position in the 
list of increased imports; the importa- 
tion from England alone having been tons 
69,000, valued at Tis. 655,000 or nearly 
double that of 1867, and a tenth more 
than that of 1866. Stocks have however 
accumulated, shewing a larger importation 
than consumption. The importation from 
Australia approaches very near in quan- 
tity, and value to that from Great Britain. 
It is chiefly used by the natives for 
smelting and making up into cakes for 
stove fuel. The quality of Sydiey Coal 
is said to be improving rapidly, and as it 
can be laid down at a cheaper cost, the 
trade will no doubt develope itself still 
more largely. Neither class of coal, how- 
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gined, when it is remembered that the 

hinese needle resembles ‘a piece of wire, 

thick and rough in the shaft and dull in 

Pend? and the eye has to be drilled by 
needle by needle. 

The remaining miscellaneous items in 
which the advance is worthy of notice, as 
will be seen in Return No. II. are Matches, 
(the convenience of which as com 
to paper spills seems to be daily better 
appreciated by the Chinese), Window glass, 
(the demand for which might be mate- 
rially increased were more attention paid 
to the suitability of the article imported), 
Musical boxes and Instruments. Mibscel- 
laneous urticles of import, in the aggrégate 
it will be observed, have increased from a 
value of Taels 450,000 to that of 
Taels 1,150,000 or not far from three 
hundred per cent. 

Indian and Colonial pro- 

InpiasGOooxtal duce come next in order 
for notice, and amongst 

these of course the chief commodity is 
Opium. As [ have already remarked, the 
import of this valuable staple shews a 
serious decrease, the value for 1868 be- 
ing estimated at but Taels 18,537,000 
against Taels 22,304,000 for the previous 
Notwithstanding this falling off 

in the supplies, the rates have likewise been 
materially lower. The causes of this are 
manifold ; but the chief obstacle to the 
ruling of more advantageous prices has 
been the greatly extended cultivation of 
the poppy in the provinces of Yunnan 
and Szechuen. A quantity of this China 
grown Opium is now constantly coming 
from Hankow to this port, where it can 


_be sold with profit to the producers at 


Taels 250 a Taels 300 per picul, if not 
lower, as it only has to pay one half the 
duty charged on the Indian produce, and 


also enjoys, as yet, perfect immunity from 


Le-kin taxes which amount to Taels 45 


ee picul on the imported drug. It is, 
wever, very inferior, and not in favour 


_ with natives of districts surrounding the 


Treaty port ; but should the quality im- 
prove and demand consequently increase, 
Indian Opium must inevitably lose ground 


unless a heavy reduction be made on the | 


present enormous rate of duty im 

in India. This may probably be effected 
after the lapse of'time, but it will then 
probably be too late for the Indian 
Government to retrieve the consequences 


nial produce, the same functions as an in- 
termediary depét for Shanghai which the 
latter place ls for the river and 
northern ports ; and that the import from 
Hongkong has been vastly A eee for the 
past year as compared to that of the pre- 
vious year as will be seen by the follow- 
ing figures. 
Import, 1868......... Taels 3,605,988 
to BOO ectsees yp 1,0U ane 


ImCrease .......600. Tis. 1,751,739 


Tt will be seen from another part of 
my report, that, leaving Indian Opium 
eut of the question, Hongkong takes rank 
next to Great Britain as an importing 
country. : 

The following tabular statement ex- 
hibits the comparative imports of the 
several sorts of Opium for the two years: 
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In the commencement 


For, as the Returns prove, out of a value’ 


of Taels 50,207, 

the total value 

Return No. [X, : 
y British as shewn in Return No. 2. 
larger moiety of the difference of 

nearly Taels 4,000,000 is appropriated 


ee 


valued at no less a sum than over 
Taels 2,400,000. The remaining Taels 
1,600,000 may be distributed amongst 
the following countries. 
From the United States of 
America 
» Continent of Europe ,, 306,000 
», Siam, Philippines, 
Amoor ne ogg rr 


A comparison of the Returns of these 
Imports for the past two years shews an 
advance in favour of 1868 of about 
Taels 300,000. The value of all foreign 
imports other than. British being thus 
comparatively inconsiderable, I need not 
stay to comment upon the several articles 


which they comprise. But a comparison. 


of Return No. L. -with—Return No. III, 


7,000 more to arrive from the country 
destined for this market. This was near- 
ly. exhausted by the end of May, the 
close of the season. At the commence- 
ment of June the first instalment of the 
new crop began to arrive and by the last 
day of that month the export to Great 
Britain had reached 5,800 Bales. Con- 
siderable eagerness was displayed by 
purchasers, and the prices paid were 
higher than had béen anticipated, al- 
though they declined again after the 
first shipments had left. In July fears 
were entertained for the new crop, in 
consequence of the continued rainy wea- 
ther, and this coupled with encourag- 
ing advices from home caused large pur- 
chases to be made at rapidly advancing 
prices, the exchange meanwhile advanc- 
ing likewise. Arrivals from the interior 
kept pace with the demand, and by the 


will at once shew the proportions of each 
commodity entered from the countries 
other than British. 
The Returns of import 
_ TREASURE. = shew no statistics of trea- 
sure, in consequence of the inabiiity to 
obtain from the Banks any particulars of 
its introduction. It has never been pos- 
sible in past years to procure through the 
Customs anything more than approxi- 
mate estimates of the amount of treasure 
imported, but during 1868 the Custom 
House for some reason has failed in not- 
ing any reports whatever on the subject. 
The shipments from Europe have not 
been heavy. California being now the 
chief source from which specie comes 
in, chiefly on account of the various banks 
having business in China. 
British Exports for the 
Exrorts. year. just ended contrast 
even more favorably with those of 1867 
and previous years, than the imports 
have been shewn to do. The total value 
of British exports for 1868 are estimated 
at Tis. 29,221,884 against Tis. 21,619,361 
for 1867, shewing an advance of nearly 
Tis. 8,000,000. This increase as appears 
from the annexed summary is mainly 


participated in by Silk and Tea. 

7 pore 
Wein asntens son cueteitis 15,488,591—1868 
BM,  séscosonnoevins 9,820, 186—1867 


Increase....... Taels 5,668,405 


 § “Bagla: 
ic ccsnstabusebecs ... 13,475,075—1868 
8 NRE ELSES 11,634, 133—1867 


Increase. ...... Taels 1,840,942 


end of August the export had reached 
the considerable figure of 27,000 bales 
to Great Britain alone. After August 
the demand diminished ; the advices from 
home being somewhat discouraging, and 
during the latter months of the year not 
above 8,000 bales were shipped to Eng- 
land. I estimate the total number of 
bales shipped for England during 1868 
at 35,658. Prices have fluctuated con- 
siderably. The market was opened at 
the beginning of the new season at Taels 


530 to Taels 540 equalling at exchange 


6s. ljd., 28s. 6d. to 29s. Od. for good 


No. 3 Chops. As soon as buying be- 
came general the price of No. 3 Tsatlee 
reached Taels 555, equivalent at exchange 
6s. 3d. to 30s. 2d. By the end of July 
it had risen to Taels 570 at exchange 
6s. 23d. = 30s. 10d. In the middle of 
August it reached Taels 585 at exchange 
6s. 34d. 


be larger and of better quality. Anew — 
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pulation, hpi = naturally follow upon 
a series 0 years, will of course 
materially assist further uction. 
Although the export figures so fav- 
orably, it must be remembered that they 
cannot al be as a test of 
the trade itself. I am in- 
at silks shipped in the earl 
3p pon 4 Ae outa pom 
to 12 per cent t 
during the latter moiety of the year, which 
comprised the great bulk of the crop for 
1868, exhibit a loss of 7 to 10 per vent ; 
and the complaints amongst merchants of 
over spectilation in silk are very great. 
The value of silk might be considerably 
enhanced if the Chinese could be induced 
to employ the European method of reeling, 
the advantages of which Mr. Major has 
with such commendable perseverance and 
patience, endeavoured to prove to them 
for years past by tical example, both 
here and in the districts, but unfor- 
tunately so far with but trifling success. 
‘This is ogee begt oc amhaeye silk reeled 
by Mr. Major from Chinese cocoons has 
been found to be so superior as even to 
command a better price at home than the 
European product. 
The total British export 
en of Tea for 1868, as I have 
remarked, is considerably in advance of 
that recorded for 1867. Computing by 
quantity, the follo are the estimated 
comparative exports for the two years:— 
Black, Green. Total. 
> Ibs. Tbs. Ibs. 
1868... 62,033,646 9,731,326 71,764,972 
1867... 45,969,103 11,697,929 57,667,023 
from which it will be seen that an increase 
of 17,064,543 lbs. has taken place in the 
export of black, buta decrease of 1,966,603 
ibs. in This does not include 
14,884 lbs. of black and 821,644 lbs. of 
green exported to British North America. 


_ The average value at which this has been 


pn The quality of Black Tea 
been 


| 
E 
S 


a] 
pal 
‘f 


& sé 


ills 
sksES 


=i 
S 


E 


of any estimate of the probable amount 
of the crop at the commencement of a 
season. A large early supply does not 
necessarily indicate a heavy crop to follow, 
and, as the first arrivals prove invariably 
to be the best teas, merchants who desire 
to ship the better qualities are compelled | 
either to buy at once such teas as suit 


_ them, or else to run the risk of having to 


hold aloof altogether, and thus lose a 
whole season’s business: neither is it 
that men of sanguine tempera- 
ment should give easy credence to reports 
of ashort or onlyaverage-sized crop, which 
the Chinese know but too well how to 
circulate. Orders must be executed ; 
ships must be filled, and it is too late to | 
draw back when a reported deficiency 
resolves itself into a gigantic excess. The 
over-trading which results from this, the 
inevitable curse of modern business in 
China, acts disastrously on the character 
of the port, though it is beneficial in so 
far that it enriches the Chinese, and en- 
ables them to invest more freely in foreign 
manutactures than the hand-to-mouth 
trade of former times allowed them to do, 
A corresponding benefit ensues at the 
* other end to the producers of these manu- 
factures, who receive an increased supply 
of tea from China at a vastly reduced 
price. 

Of the total sum spent by foreigners in 
the purchase of tea it may be estimated 
that 22 cent, or nearly one quarter 
of the whole goes in taxes to the Chinese 
Officials. The Export Duty of 24 Hai- 
kuan Taels per picul, the rate fixed by 
treaty tariff, amounts of itself to fully 10 
per cent on the average value, and the 
transit dues together with the inland 
excise tax amounts to nearly 15 per cent 
more. These inland taxes vary with the 
wants of the respective Officials through 
whose hands the teas from the different 
districts Various devices are re- 
sorted to by teamen to elude or to modify 
these burdens, and the course of trade is 
sometimes abruptly changed in order to 
escape some unusually hostile barrier. 


_ An instance of the adoption of circuitous 


routes under such circumstances is to be — 
found in the immediate neighborhood of 

i. The Green teas of Ngan-hui, . 
destined for sale in this market, are divert- 
ed from their direct route down the Chien. 
tang river to Hangehow, and thus by 
canal to this port, to the long round via 
-Ningpo whence they are brought back by 
foreign coasting steamers to their natural 


terminus,—Shanghai. The expense of ~ 


ae et ee oer eee, ont 
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additional steamer freight hither are more 
than saved in the heavier transit 
taxes imposed on the direct route, as the 
Taxes vid Hangchow. 
Tang-cheng river tax, 250 cash p. picul. 
Hai-tang tax, 1 Taek ee 

- Nan-ka (South barrier), 2 mace ,, 


Taxes vid I-kiao and Ningpo. 


Ningpo, 134, 
Do. additional, 12 

These are exclusive of the country ex- 
cise tax on the raw (unpacked) leaf, which 
amounts to fully 3 Taels per picul of 
packed tea. 

The object in imposing this prohibitive 
tax at Hangchow ap to be to force 
the payment of the Export duty of 24 
taels in Ningpo, at the expense of. the 
Shanghai Haikwan (Customs), for dues 
collected at Ningpo come equally under 
the jurisdiction of the Hangchow officials, 
who are thus content to waive the collec- 
tion of a trifling transit tax in order to gain 
the handling of the heavier Export duty. 

The Lead in which the teas are packed 
is also subject to many dues (in addi- 
tion to the tariff duty paid on importa- 
tion) before it reaches the packing 
country. Its high cost has of late years 
led the Chinese to make the linings of the 
chests with as little lead as possible, stout 
brown paper being used to hold the de- 
fective lead foil in its position. The result 
to teas which have a long sea voyage to 
undergo, may be well imagined. 

Since the suppression of the Taiping 
rebellion the production of tea has resum- 
ed its progressive annual increase, and 
unless fresh disturbances occur, we may 
expect the supply henceforth to be practi- 
cally unlimited, and it only remains for 
the British merchant to obtain his tea at 
a far lower cost than hitherto to make 
this a remunerative branch of trade. 

The remaining staple 

Rhubarb, Sugar, articles of British Export 

_ which exhibit a marked in- 

crease during the past year, consist of 

Rhubarb, Nutgalls, Musk, and Sugar. 

In rhubarb the increased value as will be 

seen by Return No, V. may be estimated 

at Taels 34,000, or 507 more than was 
exported in 1867. 

In Nutgalls the export for 1868 was 
valued at Taels 62,000 against Taels 
50,000 in 1867. Musk has advanced 
from Taels 13,000 in 1864 to Taels 32,000 
in 1868. Sugar, an article which ap 
as a nil export in 1867, shews for 1868 a 
value of fully Taels 35,000. All thest 
commodities are singular in having been 
exported to pies ng rey 

In Exports, foreign na- 
Forsian EXPORTS. tions other than British 
occupy a somewhat better position, rela- 
tively to Great Britain and her dependen- 
cies than they heave been shewn to do in 
their imports, and the increase in the 
value thereof has likewise been remark- 
able. The chief exporting countries 
appear to be the United States, the Con- 
tinent of and Japan ; Siam, the 
Phillipines, the Amoor province like- 
wise. yarticngoten but to a very incon- 
si e extent. The several values of 
ex to these countries have been as 

— : 

United States ............Taels pp pe 


Continent ........s.cs0e 99 4,408,07 
Japan... Coe eereersereeererees 9 


| 


Sundry— 
Siam, ...... Tis. 25,618 
Phillipines, ,, 11,658 } ,, 41,172 
Amoor......,, 3,896 


Making a total of ...... Taels 9,931,445 


OD QI iin Se icisnivar vis Taels 7,608,713 


for the year 1867. The increase of 
Taels 2,300,000 thus apparent is mainly 
in favor of the Continent, the trade 
to which in silk has shewn a sudden 
tendency to development. America has 
advanced her Exports by some Taels 
300,000 ; but Japan and other countries 
have as sensibly decreased them. 

The principal commodities of export 
to these countries consist, as with Great 
Britain and her Colonies, of Tea and Silk. 

bi The Tea is taken off 

Tea Export. ®lmost entirely by the 

United States, and her 
consumption of the Green leaf continues 
largely to predominate. The compara- 
tive exports of Tea to America for the 
past two years are exhibited in the fol- 
lowing summary. 


Green, Black. Total. 


1867.—Ibs. 15,946,349-—32, 227—15, 978,576 
1868.—Ibs. 15,797,706—63,352—15,861,851 


This estimate includes the exports to 
British North America, which, as I have 
before remarked in the case of 1868, 
amounted to Ibs. 836,528. The remain- 
der of the exports to the United States 
are divided between raw silk and straw 
braid. A value of Taels 350,000 of the 
former and Taels 36,000 of the latter 
nearly making up the total for that 


country. 
The silk has gone prin- 
Suk Expat, ¢ipally to the Continent 


of Europe. France being 
the chief receiver, and to the increased 
export of this article is to be attributed 
the vast addition to the value of the 
The .- 


SEPERR ED 
reeks y 


-. 


the past year, and of the several coun- 


tries amongst which it has been dis- 


I add a which presents in 
brief the general results that have been 
arrived at, and affords an ey of 
{868—Tmaport 46,803,9 a 

38—Import 46,302,911 } 
day Export 29,221,884 } 75,524,795 
1867 Import 43,254,820 


Increase......Taels 10,650,614 


Other Foreign Trade. 

Taels. 
1868—Import 3,904,532 
” Export 9,931,445 
1867—Import 3,315,714 
9 Export 7608713 10,924,427 


Taels. 
} 13,835,977 


Increase......Tacls 2,911,550 


~ 


The advance which the whole trade 
has made during the past year, as- ex- 
hibited by this table, is quite unpre- 
cedented ; and it es the capabilities 
of expansion which the port, from its 
peculiar position and advantages, so 


abundantly Another remark- 
able and, to the British mind, satisfactory 
conclusion may be deduced, and that is, 
the very proportion of this enor- 


mous, and which should be us, 
trade that falls to the share of Great 
Britain and her dependencies. I have 
pointedly drawn attention to this fact 
when treating of the subject of imports ; 
but it will be observed that the pre- 


PF 4K 


river and coast- 


tries. A moreover, from trade to 
and from foreign countries, Shanghai is 
shewn to possess a le trade of 


goods not re-exported to foreign countries, 
is valued at Taels 15,071,229 of which a 
value of Taels 8,413,354 is re-exported to 
Chinese ports, and Taels 6,657,875 is 
consumed on the spot. Again, of the 
Chinese produce of local origin, not sent 
to any but Chinese ports, as large a value 
as Taels 7,813,449 is shewn to be export- 
ed, details of which are to be found in the 
first column of Return No. VI. It follows 
that the local trade of this port, carried 
on with other Chinese ports in foreign 
bottoms, may be estimated at Taels 
22,884,669. This added to the estimated 
value of the whole foreign trade makes 
a grand tétal of Taels 112,245,441 
which represents the entire trade of 
Shanghai. This is of course exclusive of 
all purely native trade in Chinese craft, of 
which no reliable data are procurable ; 
but judging from the forest of masts 
which line the upper portion of the river 
off the native town, it must be very consi- 
derable. In this connection I may ven- 
ture to suggest the expediency with 
respect to future Returns, of moving the 
Supreme Authorities at Peking to direct 
the local executive in every port to afford 
the Consul the same facilities for reference 
to the books and records of the native 
Customs’ Offices, which are now so oblig- 
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mont” on the Tientsin line, whose united © 


tonnage amounting in the whole year to 
about 70,000 tons inwards and the same 
outwards, helps materially to swell the 
aggregate tonnage of the hai Steam 
Navigation Company under the United 
States Flag. This fact and the result 
give peculiar significance to the very im- 
portant remarks with which my pre- 
decessor’s report of last year closes, on the 
subject of extending to this port facilities 
for the registration of Limited Joint Stock 
companies. My own experience, more- 
over, since Mr. Winchester’s departure, 
has in other instances than this one satis- 
fied me that the British shipping interest 
suffers in consequence of the too stringent 
restrictions laid down in the Merchant 
Shipping Act, with refercuce to the trans- 
fers of vessels abroad. So long ago as 
March 1866, I believe the subject of a 
revision of the Act was strongly urged 
by Sir Edmund Hornby ; and the esta- 
blishment of this port as a port of regis- 
try was advocated by him with the full 
approval and support of Your Excellency. 
If this suggestion could yet be car- 
ried into effect, undoubted advantage 
would accrue to the British shipping in- 


_ terest of this port. Transfers and pur- 


chases of vessels form a rapidly growing 
feature of the trade. Last year the re- 
gistration of no less than sixty transfers 
by*and to British subjects was recorded 
in this Consulate, against an average of 
thirty five for the three previous years, 
as has already been shewn in the memo- 
randum enclosed in my despatch No. 8, 
of 22nd January last, In _ cases where 
the purchases are made from a foreign 
flag the provisional Certificate of registry, 
which alone Consuls are empowered to 
issue and which only holds good for six 
months, is too often of necessity abused 
by the recipient in trading to and fro 
between China and Japan until the term 
expires, when the vessel is brought back 


no alternative but to seek another flag to 
cover his British . I need scarce- 
ly add that no difficulty is found in 


and tonnage, 943 vessels representing a 
tonnage of 463,881°tons having ‘entered, 
and 951 of 444,984 tons having cleared 
during 1864, against 562 of 303,694 tons 
entered, and 554 of 302,807 cleared for 
1867. This advance is chiefly confined 
to the American and North-German flags. 
The main portion of the American ton- 
nage, amounting to fully two-thirds of its 
aggregate, is xy ee ry by the river 
steamers of the Shanghai Steam Naviga- 
tion Company, which ply on the Yangstze, 
and this has been increased, as I have 
shewn, by the accession of some 70,000 
tons previously belonging to the British 
flag. The fine vessels of the new Pacific 
line also contribute an important quota 
to their total tonnage. The North-Ger- 
man shipping is entirely composed of 
sea-going vessels, which ply principally — 
between Shanghai and the Coast Ports. 
Return No. xm exhibits - 
Dotiss. —_ all the duties paid on for- 
eign trade and tonnage during the year. 
On comparing it with the same return 
for 1867, it will be seen that the net 
increase amounts to about Tls. 200,000, 
and this notwithstanding the falling off 
in the importation of opium, the duties 
on which shew a decrease of Tls. 200,000. 
It is worthy of note that of the total 
amount, less Transit dues, of Tls. 2,501,436, 
no less than Tis. 2,084,148 is contributed 
by the British flag. The followig sum- 
mary exhibits the comparative increase 
and decrease of the amounts, severally 
paid under British and other flags, during 
the past two years. 


Taels. 
Import, Export and Tonnage, 1,466,383—1868. 
» ” * 1,130,000—1867. 
Increase .............. Taels 336,383 | 
Foreign Duties. 
Import, Export and Tonnage, 417,192—1868. 
2? 39 ed 355, 171—1867 
Tmcrease..........0000 Taels 62,021 
Opium Duties. 
ccs cis ackiatasinagsta oi on itn 
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satisfactorily re-adjusted, and local ex- 
actions ified or done away with. But 
as regards exports loss appears to have 
— vy a0 — is to be attributed 
to the ever increasing 

» duction leads to such abundant mia 
going forward to co ing countries, as 
to cause decline in prices beyond the first 
cost. The exceptional prices paid in the 
home markets for the early cargoes of 
each season’s tea and silk, has: had its 
natural effect in inducing a spirit of reck- 
less speculation out here when the first 
arrivals of produce are placed on the 
market, and thus bringing about an en- 
hancement of value, while it causes at the 
same time enormous supplies to be hurried 
forward. The consuming markets become 
in a few months so overstocked that they 
never recover for the remainder of the 
year. The consequence is only what 
may be anticipated,—positive loss for the 
mass of speculators, and a loss, it is to be 
feared, which must continue to fall upon 
them, unless, as I have elsewhere shewn, 
a greater prudence is exercised in buying 
from the native, and unless some effort is 
made to spread as far as possible over 
the whole year, the supplies which are 
now sent forward in frantic competition 
at once. 

A remarkable feature in the general as- 
pect ofthe trade, is the growing share which 
Chinese tors are taking in it. I am 
told by a respectable Cantonese that his 
own guild alone registers now fully 4,000 
persons, a very large number, when it is 
considered that natives of Canton were as 


much strangers in this port at its open- 


with foreigners, 


very largely into rivalry 


[9] 


width from 25 to 50 feet, are much too 
confined for our needs,—an amusing con- 
trast to the loud with which I 
recollect Consul Balfour was beset years 
ago, when in the disposition of lotsamongst 
the first settlers, he refused to be 

into the opinion that it was only neces- 
sary tosetaside, as road-way, just sufficient 
space to admit of the carriage of one bale 


ae 
itutions for securing the good gov- 
ernment and welfare of the inhabitants, 
and arrangements for facilitating the 
means of access to the port, keep pace 
with general The Municipal 
Government is conducted with an efficiency 
and attention to the interests of the set- 
tlers worthy of all praise. The conserva- 
tion of the public peaceana health,—those 
two great desiderata of city life—are look- 
ed to with marked success, notwithstand- 
ing the difficulties presented in the way of 
drainage by the levelnature of thesoil, and 
the large and mixed population, estimated 
at 68,500 Chinese and 7,500 Foreigners. 
Sir E. Hornby, H. M. Chief Judge, in a 
judgment recently pronounced by him, 
paid a well merited tribute to the efficacy 
of our Municipal institutions, when he 
declared it as his conviction that “there 
“is no better governed community in the 
“world, or one which has so thoroughly 
“understood the object which self-gov- 
“ernment has in view, or one in which 
“greater personal sacrifices have been 
“voluntarily made for the general good;”’ 
and that “to its credit be it said, in the 
“foreign settlements of Shanghai there 
“is a greater respect for order and far 
“ess crime or vice than exists in other 
“ places ; and in spite of the climate there 
“are very few towns where so much soli- 
“citude is shewn for the health of the 
“inhabitants.” A well revised code of 
regulations under which this Municipal - 
—_ can be efficiently worked, is never- 
ess still sadly needed. Even could 
the unanimous assent of all the Treaty 


years ago,—a consummation which there 
seems at present little chance of our re- 
alizing,—these regulations would be, to a 
certain extent, valueless, inasmuch as they 
contain provisions which later 


last, are found to work well; and they 
receive the active support of foreign 
Consuls and Insurance Offices. 

ments for lighting and “buoying the 
Yangtze and entrance to the river have 
advanced considerably during the past 
year. A wtw light of the 4th order, 
Holophotal flash and visible 16 miles, has 
been eréeted at the Kintoan light-house, 
and 5 miles above it a new beacon has 
been constructed, carrying a lens lamp 
of the 6th order shewing two colours. 
At Tungsha, near the mouth of the 
Yangtze, a new red revolving light, visible 
12 miles and provided with a fog-bell, 
clock work &c., has been furnished to 
the light-ship there, and the vessel has 
been attached to new moorings. A new 
lens lamp has been supplied to the light- 
ship on the Langshan crossing, which is 
shortly to be marked by a new vessel 
altogether, now in the course of being 
fitted up. A contract has been signed 
for the construction of a house and tower 
on Gutzlaff island, to a light of the 
2nd order, dioptric, visible from 15 to 20 
miles, and the works have_ already been 
commenced. Unhappily, owing to the 
great risk attending access to the rock, 
several boats of materials and lives have 
already been lost, and serious difficulties 
are anticipated in the further prosecu- 
tion of the works. A light-house Engi- 
neer has arrived from England for the 
special purpose of ing out further 
projects for general lighting ; and several 
works are now in immediate contempla- 
tion. Amongst the more important of 
these, I may mention a light-house with 
dioptric light at Woosung, a light vessel 
on the wrecks at the mouth of the 
Hwangpu river, to be a leading mark_in 
line there with, and until the wrecks 

be removed, lights on the marks at 
the inner bar, a new light-ship con- 
structed on the Trinity House plans 
to be substituted for the present Tung- 
sha light-ship, which is then to be placed 
on the Block-house shoal, and lights on 
the Saddle or Barren islands as well as 
the Amherst rocks. All these improve- 
ments will prove of immense service in 
rendering the navigation inwards from 


the islands more secure, and reducing our — 


yearly list of casualties, which, during the 
12 months ending with April 1869, 
amounted to no less than 16 in number, 
some of them of a severe nature and one 
attended with loss of life. With a view 
to securing as early information as possi- 
ble of casualties, when they do occur, and 
to accelerate the ing of vessels ex- 


the mate- 
the 


St 


10 } 


attempted, but it is hoped that with care 
and delicate management success may 
eventually be attained, 

In Gonnection with Marine improve-— 


ments it may be interesting to note that 


a river police force has been obtained from 
England, which is now being organized 
into useful working order by the efficient 
Superintendent of Police ; and a hulk will 
shortly be placed in some central spot to 
serve as a station for this serviceable body 
of men. The Marine de has 
likewise purchased a plot of ground on 
the Pootung bank, which is intended to 
serve as a Marine Yard, Light-house 
Store, &. 

A report upon Shanghai and its general 
characteristics can scarcely be considered 
complete without some allusion to the 
Mixed Court. This institution, I regret 
to say, has not as yet answered the san- 
guine expectations which were at first 
entertained. of its probable utility asa 
Court of Judicature for the determination 
of suits instituted by foreigners against 
Chinese, and by Chinese against each other, 
when residing within the limits of the 
settlement. The defect is to be traced to 
the want of sufficient rank in the presid- 
ing Mandarin, and to his not bei 

of authority yr omer of the 
local district executive. Rules of 
dure and some system of written law to 
appeal to, moreover, are imperatively de- 
manded for the better guidance of the pro- 
ceedings and decisions of the Court, the 
existing Chinese code being found more 
or less inapplicable and defective. 

My relations with the Chinese Autho- 
rities may be dismissed with but a brief 
notice. They are of the most cordial 
character. I continue to experience diffi- 
culties in the way of obtaining redress for 
British subjects in im t cases of 
fraud or embezzlement, but these arise 
rather from inherent defects in the 
Governmental system, than from any posi- 
tively inimical feeling on the part of the 
local executive. As isthecase with most , 
other ports, complaints are likewise ) 
quent as to the existence of nner! 
petty taxations on foreign goods, both 
side and outside of the settlement, which 


port 
greater length than [had at all anticipated, 
and it is time that I should bring it to a 
conclusion. In doing so, it is only just 
that I should acknowledge the very cour- 
tecus manner in which i i 


Pod } 


St ae to the assiduity 
. W. app, the Shipping Clerk, 
to whom I wholly entrusted the collection 
and collation of the statistics necessary 
to the construction of the Returns. How 
he has performed this duty may be best 
judged from the accurate, and well-got 
up tables which accompany this report. 
As instructed in Circular No. 1, dated 
4th March last, I append the three sum- 
maries ‘of the British and Foreign direct 
and indirect trade and shipping, cafled for 
in that despatch. I regret that some of 
the columns exhibit blanks. This has 


Britisu ConsvLare, 


Shanghai, 20th April, 1869. 


been found unavoidable. Some of the 
details which I have not given, such as 
number of crews of British ships, may be 
furnished in next year’s report, for the 
time during which they will have been 
recorded for the current year, since the 
receipt of these instructions. But the 
other items of information required, such 
as values of cargoes, distinguishing British 
from Foreign vessels, numbers of crews 
of Foreign vessels and treasure imported 
and exported, I fear [can never assure 
myself of being able to procure either 
through the Custom House or otherwise. 


Your obedient servant, 


W. H. MEDHURST, 
H, B. M. Consul. 
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No. 1—RETURN of the British Import Trape at the Port or SHanauat, for the 
Year ended December 31st 1868.—Continued. ; 


paper GREAT BRITAIN. HONGKONG. TOTAL 
DESCRIPTION OF GOODS. OR 
Quantity. : . 
Wiindifac Quantity. Value. Quantity. Value. , Quantity Value 
f Taels. Taels. Taels 
MisceLLaNgous—BrirtisuH. . 

Alaum—white .........c0sceeeeeee Piculs 2.20 5 2.20 5 
BT ERS SRE Saeige RTe ” 36 5 a6 5 
Anchors and Chains ............ ie 10,678.00 200 as cad 10,678.00 200 
Barometers andThermometers| Pieces 966 233 11 Off 1,077 877 
Belts, Elastic .......... ingdacaceeny Dozen a ; 255 245 255 945 
BOE yas vice sda sc tiasco ices Piculs 1.05 81 ms ee 1.05 8] 
Bricks and Tiles ............... Pieces 13,708 281 2.500 100 16,208 381 
CHING ic idisesiecinivnsives Piculs 47.09 86 sii ' 47.09 86 

RIAN. ccd dachaschndionusanassiinabis “ 19.50 6-21 19.50 2 
CF, BING hes iiovesiunkivccetan ms 16.80 300 ey os 16.80 300 
CURD ook covick ahismasweiniccens Pieces 543 2,127 803 3,410 1,346 5,537 
RNS ini col sss rus tacecspuxecomanes Tons 63,141 649,617 5 «sl 63,141 | 649,617 
RIOD sbi icc awasuedn venentaonaes Piculs | 8,221.20 6,930 8,221.20 6,030 
3. Spe GL Ge Pearce iene obeetrere rae Gross 569 203 569 203 
OObtom Waeee iii veces sccsceses Piculs 32.76 230 32.76 230 
Dyes and Colours ............... Packages| 27 1,099 via 27 1,099 
pO TL SB ae ee Pieces * 15 }> 120 15 120 
Felt Sheathing and Roofing... ” 9,440 1, :990 hike 9 440 1,990 
PURE BOO ois cis sisricssefancen cds Piculs | 23,342.80 21, 950 23,342.80 91,950 
UN i ocnsgice Ky inkensess kare oie “ 4.16 45 “ oi oe Ao 
Gold and Silver Thread, Real. ma .20 ~ 400° .20 400 
Grains and Pulse ........... s 71.40 199 = — 71.40 199 
CH BOINOID iin cccsseacsicceesins = 04 3 ea 04 3 
PEDO sin scssincepeccescsardocees - 50.00 30 ee 50.00 35 
FER, TO oon dnc nik xs tsebesecs - 1.50 16 a 1.50 16 
SRM ani dcineddsieorsrsunssin iss om $2.30 215 $2.30 915 
aE Ae IO oss cA duawevieaabsbins - 73.02 925 fe 73.02 925 
Hides, Cow and Buffalo ...... * 1.57 15 oid 1.57 15 
Tnndiia® Babee ois iccccsccacecces ‘i 7.05 488 1.50 24 9.05 512 
pO  eerere are SEP SRS AT Dee 90 . 60 : 90 50 
Lame WEI sci Seicsvasebeeses Gross 550 325 47 9 597 334 
LAO aici bse venient Piculs 51.45 1,875 225.40 3,495 276.85 5,370 
27), CNG Get veksudcemeesied * 5.62 115 ee ee 5.62 115 
Looking Glasses...... oniiabunves Pieces 132 1,268 68 RO 200 1,348 
DOE iwc, ca deseic pantveedens Gross 12,373 17,024 7,720 5,830 20,093 22,854. 
Musical Boxes & Instruments.) Pieces 210 2,822 7,098 3,237 7,048 6,059 
pI SOR ET: ORT Mils 162,250 234,170 211,100 27,601 373,900 | 261,771 
CARMEN Si. chivnctentaresatrens a Piculs 348.40 1,906 85.05 720 433.45 2,626 
III hac ke scccnssnccxcan tineonrestee 2 14.54 22 ae : 14.54 22 
Oil—Castor  ......ccscccccceseecs Gallons bic : 1,250 898 1,250 898 
sa ROOUN is das Has dah venteennenne Pieces 30 70 ie a 30 70 
a SI cos ineesacoaena tes Gallons 1,350 575 22,760 4,545 24,110 5,120 
je SRD cc isst ice ” ith 390 78 390 78 
RAO, ba chosncsevsercics nt * 692 417 475 250 1,167 667 
ai IWAN ide ca scnoutsacdaunsilehs . 3,304 - 1,943 1,323 655 4,627 2,598 
Petroleum ........ pM Serre pa oi on 8,58U 1,440 8,580 1,440 
Optical Instruments ............ Packages} 3 310 12 1,169 15 1,479 
Paints—assorted ................ Pieuls | 1,928.89 9,385 103.06 1,200 | 2,081.95 10,585 
POR, FUME iccovesns vevseieceyss Rolls 8,749 700 Sn 3 8,749 700 
Pictures and Engravings Hee AS Pieces 255 356 1,928 784 2,183 1,140 
Ee ee ee Barrels 205 879}... we 205 879 
Rope, Europe.............e.see00 Piculs | 1,088.41 8,438 185.01 1,557 || 1,273.42 9,995 
See FEEL POEL ED PD DATS 2 2.20 160 av ‘a 2.20 160 
ROME nin vacshesns vais ccsnsscaereon “8 — 1.30 204 1.30 204 
Stereoscopic Views & Albena 1,400 345 5,130 1,245 6,530 1,590 
Sugar, LORVOS os .eseeeserseeees 257.57 2,246 54.46 512 $12.03 | = 2,758 
670.00 8,500 | 1,510.53 7,956 || 2,180.53 11,056 
6 110. 409 210 415 320 
6 | 110 409 210 415 320 
1,235 |. 812 1,025 219 2,260 1,031 
5.50 «64 ms i 5.50 54 
80 | 500}... sis 80 | 500 
Cottton ........:1 » | L810] 4,350] 455 348 1,765 | 4,698 
Re <hncansdponvins ; 355 | 6,622 | 66 | 1,027 421) 7,649 
Varnish seeeeeccecerseeseccessenens| & AUHE : pee. oe > ee Went ‘ 9.60 60 
Watch-maker’s Tools. « sessee{Packages| 1 ae 8 eee 

Window Glass oP eRe Ca ebSe Fes ees . ’ 
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Oo. 1—RETURN of the British Import Trape at the Port or SHancuat, 
for the Year ended December 31st, 1868.—Continued. 


’ 


’ ‘FROM INDIA. : 


Piculs. cts. Taels. 


Orrum—Malwa ... wih beseas cavixs ch ivi SE” dakckce vieeee 18,242,565 
- Patna ... Bess eices seine cesta eee. ae acess GeO Oee 


e Benares caeced sakous Pints cadens. 7 Spe. nekans 1,835,400 
Persian... pesekes © aie Ga haces ee BARE oasis cathet 59,075 
ie Turkish eetay eis is st ica fee? Gin ee 8,705 


Torat—Taels... 18,537,277 


SUMMARY OF FOREGOING. 


® i | @ 
: Fuels. £ &. a. 
Value of Imports from Great Britain ............23,849,928 .... @5s.9d. ... 6,703,104 60 
= “ 9p AA ish sic esdnsiciecall Se i ... §,327,855 17 9 
a » Hongkong ............... 3,605,988... a ... 1,036,721 11 0 
ms ‘s » Australia and Colonies 685,370 ... - san 197.043 17 6 
‘ » Singapore and Straits 124,348 ... se ae 35,750 10 


Total value of British Imports—Taels...46,302,911 Sterling & ... 13,300,275 13 3 


<I - 


: W. H. MEDHURST, 
Consul. 


BritisH ConsuLars, 3 
Shanghai, 20th April, 1869. 


A Summary or Return No. 1, showing the Total Value of Bririsu Dvports for the 
ryear ended December 31st 1868. 


ta] 
RETURN No. 


MANUPACTUR — 


Woolleu Goods 


Linen 


Silk and Woollen } Misteres 


Merats— 
BPO sci cks 


Lead ...... 


‘ 


Tin in slabs and plate ...... 
Copper Nails Sheet and Old 


Quicksilver and Steel 
Metals manufactured, unclassed, 


di 


(4 


I.—British Goods. 


such 


Taels. 


sesvee 17,429,068 


eeneeee 
i) 


5, 857, 045 


71,321 
60,105 


eee ree 
ore ree 
ees ee 
eeeree 


Spelter, Zinc, Hardware, Brassware, Brass 
Battons, Steelware, Tinware, &c.... 


MIsceLLANEOUS— 


Coals and Coke ... 


Flint Stone 


see re 


Leather and Ware 


_Matches 


Musical Boxes and Instruments 


Needles... 
Oil, assorted 
Paints, do. 
Rope, Euro 


eeeeere 


eseeree 


” 


Sagar, white and loaves...... 
Umbrellas Rie 
Watches and Clocks 


prep es _. Window Giass...... 


Sundries 


Opiam ... 
Betel Nuts 
Beché-de-Mer 
Bird Nests 
Coals...... 


eer ee» 


ere +e 


rr eee 


eer eee 


Il.—Indian and Colonial Produce. 


erree¢ 


Feathers, King Fishers’...... 
Flonur...... 


Ginsen he Se ea 
Horns, and Rhinoceros 
se os ae eee eae 
Pe i teh eda” > 
epper an ite ... 
Putchuck §—eseceocoses 


eeeeee *eereee 


© eR: UR AOE FN rome age one 


* 


506,012 
418,490 
434,671 
59,034 
$0,570 


14,855 


— 


655,647 
21,950 
5,485 
92. 854 
6,059 
261,771 
10,871 
10,585 
9,995 
13,814. 
12,847 
$1,091 
68,111 
20,545 


sessey 18,587,277 


eee eee 
eevree 
seesee 
eenvree 
eeeree 
eescrven 
eeneeree 
eeevee 
eeeree 
eee ree 


e@ee88 
*eee2e08 
*#eee8 
see ree 
een eee 
eeeeee 

; A 
eeeees 


eeteee 


13,988 
70,728 
56,886 
587,427 
10,510 


298, 
105,689 


Taels. 


23,417,539 


1,463,632 


1,151,625 


A Soleil 


— _ MEDHURST, 


Consul. 
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RETURN No. 5. 
A Susmary or Return No. 4, showing the total value of Brrnsn Exports during 
the year ended December 31st 1868. | 
Te, TO nn aes ee ee ee ee ee ee, ee 
Rhubarb ...... a Aer besos ued bates eke Siweas inane 99,132 
Nut Galls...... juiie” <eeians i re Keuken aan eras cat 62,092 
i es ee se ee 32,277 
Sugar, White and Brown ....... pe oe aap ne omic foie ena 35,421 
Sundries ...... soness atenn haiws snakes david veer ea ee 29,296 
Total value British Exports—Taels...... 29,221,884 
W. H. MEDHURST, 
nsul, : 
BartisH Consunate, : 
Shanghai, April 20th, 1869. : 


- RETURN No. 7. 


RETURN showing Imports from Coast anp River Ports and Re-exrorts to ForEIGN 


CouNTRIES OF SitK, TEA anD Cotton, during the year 1868. 


—— 


phe 


2 


IMPORTS FROM COASTS 
& RiVER PORTS. 


RE-EXPORTED TO 
FOREIGN COUNTRIES. 


DESCRIPTION OF GOODS. w eiline Waicur. 
. Quantity. Value. Quantity. Value. 
Taels, Taels. 
Silk, Raw—Ningpo_...... Sécsuet | eeels 1,535.40 652,545 | Piculs 1,590.57 675,992 
gS ee a . 1,710.86 | 470,486 1,329.20 | 365,530 
gi ag RINE. ee eS 296.22 | 42,952 si 295.31 42,820 
oo ee si i 4.00 1,600 | _,, a 
Tea, Black—Hankow ...... .....| | 297,743,61| 7,890,215) ,, | 298,026.07 | 7,765,185 
as es (eine. es eae 118,709.03 | 2,916,193 : 119,517.32 | 2,928,066 
ee tae ape 1,004.65| 24613/ ,, 247.30 6,057 
; GeedNits aks a 125,189.77 4,882,371 ‘ 125,077.26 | 4,878,003 
<< ie a 62,337.94 2.306,506 . 55,817.34 | 2,046,729 
so ee 131.48 4,847 : 5.62 201 
ss e Foochow ...... sunies a 29.60 1,085 - ; 
I ee 56,171.62 | 533,624 . : 
ie 13,996.88 | 125,343) _, g512.62| 76,610 
ie a a 3,620.00 69,680 ‘i 853.75 16,210 
Cotton, Raw—Ningpo ...... cue] ys 26,956.22 | 412,085 i 3,240.58 48,945 
oo i oF 1,486.33 22,385 - 205.23 3,080 
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IMPORTS. 


The total amount.of Imports for the 
year 1868, is estimated at Chinkiang 
taels 5,693,980, equal at 6s. 1d. per tael, 
to £1,731,918. 18s. 4d. of which /native 
imports are valued at -taels 2,037,117, 
opium at taels 2,530,315, and other for- 
eign products at taels 1,126,548. The 
total value of imports in 1866 was taels 
3,453,629, of which taels 3,165,589 re- 
presented the value of opium alone, and 
the total in 1867 taels 3,336,618 in 
which amount opium was estimated at 
Tis. 2,762,197. Consequently, the total 
increase in the value of goods imported in 
1868, as compared with that of the year 
before, is about 70 per cent, and leaving 
opium out of the question, no less than 
450 cent. I subjoin a comparative 
statement of the principal imports during 
the past 3 years. 


1866. 1867. 1868. 


QR i Simca sei eseses pis.| 5,042, 4,837) 4,878 
Sandal wood ......... »» | 8,322, 11,131) 12,231 
eS BR ¥ 306, 652) 2,936 


Sugar, brov.n, foreign ,, | 8,976, 17,372 27,221 
$1,367) 31,671 
31 


‘The most noticeable item in this table 
is decidedly that of Grey Shirtings, the 
increase in the amount imported in 1868, 
over that brought here the ead before, 


proof of the improvement of 
at this port, but it also shews that 
manufactures are 


=: 


CHINKIANG. 


cotton | 


tities of these goods are conveyed into 


the interior under transit — and 
there is- evidently a great demand for 
them in the large towns in this neigh- 
bourhood. The only articles in which 
any falling off is shewn are the Native 
Products, Tobacco, and Pea and Bean 
Oil. The decrease in the amount of the 
last named item -is owing partly to the 
market being overstocked in 1867, and 
te the fact that large quantities of Pea 
and Bean Cake reach this district from 
the North by way of the Great Canal, so 
that it is expected that this article will 
form an item of export this year, instead 
of import. 

I may remark here that timber, which 
used, in 1863 to 1865, to form a large 
item of import, is now never brought te 
this Port by foreigners, as investments 
in rafts have been found to be too 
hazardous. 


EXPORTS. 
The total value of goods exported from 


Chinkiang during 1868 amounts to Tis. 


441,919, equal to £134,417, 0s. 7d, 
against taels 385,928 in 1867, and taels 
274,491 in 1866, shewing an increase 
for the present year of about 147%. Silk 
piece goods alone are valued at taels 
411,440. I subjoin a tabular statement 
of the principal exports during the last 
3 years. 7 


| 
1866./1867.1868. 
3 ©6887 
976, 1,392 707 
4,898 1,982 
361 401 
sae ee 
209 490 
185 = 37/1 


It will be seen from the above table 
that a satisfactory increase is shewn in 
the principal article of export—Silk piece 
goods. Above 300 silk-looms are at 


I may mention at this stage of my 
report, that on the North bank of the 
river, opposite Vhinkiang, is a depét for 
salt; and that from 5 to 7 million taels 
worth of this article is annually exported 
in native boats. 

Treasure.—The item Treasure has 
not been included in the two above ta- 
bles. Taels 523,186 of sycee silver hav 
been imported, and Taels 863,020 ex- 
ported. The copper cash exported is 
valued at Taels 8,500. — 

Suippine aND Freicuts.—The total 
number of vessels entering this Port from 
up and down the river in 1868, amounts 
to 1332 of 729,634 tons, although, of 
course, many of these had no cargo for 
this place. The foreign trade on the 
Yang-tsze-is carried on principally by 
two companies, the S$ i Steam Na- 
vigation Company, running every week 
3 steamers under the American flag up 
the River, and the same number down ; 
and the Union Steam Navigation Com- 
pany, with one steamer a week each way, 
under the English colors. These two 
companies charge Taels 2 per ton of 40 
cubic feet from Shanghai, and Taels 3.50 
from Hankow. This charge is so exces- 
sive that an opening is given to small 
vessels of the lovohs class ; which are 
much patronised by the Chinese, and by 
foreign merchants, when delay is not of 
much uence. 157 lorchas and 
schooners of 13,853 tons capacity enter- 
ed this port from down river in 1868, of 
which 84 went on to Hankow. Of these 
157, 93 were English, 27 American, 28 
North-German, 8 Danish, and 1 Dutch. 
An attempt was madé during the sum- 
mer to start a new line of steamers, but 
the projectors of the scheme found them- 
selves unable to compete with the two 
lines already established, who combined 
to drive the new steamers off the river. 
38 foreign-owned Junks of 3,314 tons 
arrived here from Hankow during 1868. 

Duties.—I subjoin a table of duties 
received at this port during the past year. 
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pal inland marts in this neighbourhood 
are Ching-chiang-pu ype JT jiffy Husi- 
an-fu HE 2 }fif Ch’u-chow-foo > }H 
Kf Wu-hu tite as Yang-chow-fu BB iH 
Nanking Ba p= and Lieo-chow-foo 
WH if. 
Native Exactioys.—I subjoin a list 


of charges on cotton at the various cus- 
tom Houses between this and Ching- 


chiang-pu, on the great canal, as a speci- 

men of the usual “squeezes” on native 

owned goods in this district. 

Kua-chou Jf #H......... 120 copper 

Yang-chow-foof PHRF — ss 
40 


99 9? 


Total............. 420 copper cash. 

The only place at which any attempts 
to levy duties on foreign owned cargo 
have been made, is Hai-kwan, where, on 
two occasions, the Customs officials stop- 
ped property belonging to British mer- 
chants, the Chinese in charge of 


been exacted for this illegal action. 

In addition to the import duty of taels 
30 on each chest of opium, a war tax of 
38 Hai-kwan taéls is also levied, which 
is supposed to cover all other payments 
in the province. At Huai-kwan however, 
where the chief official is a Superinten- 
dent of Customs, appointed directly by the 
throne, a further tax of Hai-kuan taels 128 
is levied, making a total of Haikuan taels 
196, or nearly $300 charged on every 
chest. It was suspected last summer 
that an attempt was being made to 
impose extra taxes, in an underhand way, 


See 


it a 


many handsome and flow 

and good shops, and the busy my appearance pl 
of the street, and of the creek t runs 
along the suburb, give ample f that 
a large traffic is being carried on. In- 
side the city too, there is much i improve- 


ment, although but little trade is carried 


on within the walls. The country round 
about is no longer the desolate wilder- 
ness it was 2 or 3 years ago. Nearly all 


the low ground that was laid waste by the 


Taipings is again brought under cultiva- 
tion, and small villages are seen spring- 
ing up in every direction. The cities 
and towns in the neighbourhood also 
shew signs of progress, with the ex- 
ception of Hsien-nii-miao 
a towh some 20 miles from this, which 
was visited by the Nienfei rebels last 
spring. These rebels made an incursion 
into this district, and came within a few 
miles of Chinkiang on the north bank, 
causing a temporary cessation of trade. 

Nor is it the Chinese merchants alone 
who derive profit from this improved 
state of affairs. Mr. Consul Harvey, in 
his report on the trade of Chinkiang in 
1865, stated that nine-tenths of the 
whole trade of the Port was in the hands 
of native dealers, but I am assured, now, 
that at least one-fifth of the whole trade,* 
valued at over Taels 1,500,000, is, at 

present, in the hands of foreigners, which 

is a large proportion, considering that 
there are but 2 English and 1 American 
merchants in Chinkiang. 

Such is the existing state of trade at 
this place, in its present condition, as a 
port of Import and depét of foreign 


goods, for a large tract of country. I[ 
will now make a few remarks on the fu- 


— Chinkiang as a port of 
“Lak 1867, an attempt was made 


to bring tea to this place from the Ngan- 


kin green tea districts, but the specula- 
tion resulted in a loss, since which time 
no further attempt has been made to 


bring this article to Chinkiang, and I 
* Or nearly } the trade in foreign Imports, 


rege 


fear there is but little chance of this 
place ever becoming a port of Export for 


The trade in Silk piece gouds is capable 
of being fostered and increased to a con- 
siderable extent, as in addition to the 300 
looms at work in Chinkiang, it is known 
that there are more than 2,000 in Nan- 
king, and, probably, a proportionately 

number in all the towns in the 
neighbourhood. 

But, it is from the minerals of the dis- 
trict that the future prosperity of Chin- 
kiang is to be derived. It is now ascer- 
tained that the whole country, between 
this and Nanking, abounds in coal and 
iron. Plumbago has also been discovered 
in large quantities, as well as antimony. 
But all these sources of wealth to natives 
and foreigners alike, and of revenue to the 
Government, are prohibited, on account 
of the timid and retrogressive policy of 
the authorities. The mines could be 
opened in uncultivated spots without de- 
triment to the agriculture of the place, 
and without any desecration of graves. 
But all these advantages have failed to 
impress the Chinese with the benefits the 
opening of the mines would confer on all 
classes. It is to be hoped that this state 
of affairs will be remedied at the 
approaching revision of the Treaty. 

To summarise this Report briefly.—We 
have every reason to be contented with 
the progress Chinkiang has made during 
the year, as a port of Import and a 
depét for inland marts ; but it is access to 
the mineral wealth of this district that is 
required to raise Chinkiang to the posi- 
tion to which it is entitled, from its situa- 
tion in the heart of what ought to be the 
“ Black Country ” of China. 

In conclusion, I have to thank Mr. 
Kopsch, the Commissioner of Customs, 
for allowing me access to the Customs 
Statistics, and to Mr. Canny, merchant of 
this Port, for affording me much valuable 
information. ; 


CLEMENT F. R. ALLEN, 
Assistant in Charge. 
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On to the return of vessels 
cleared ports under Foreign Flags, it 
will be seen that there was a total in- 
crease in the year over 1867 of 
33,570 tons. e proportion, of tonnage 


to each Flag was as follows, compared 
with the previous year. 
British, 1868 ........... 39,720 Tons. 

Do, 1867.. a 3 ,005 _,, 
Decrease in 1868...... an 

American, 1868........ 150,196 ,, ° 
a RO cus CEs 
Increase in 1868....... 73,033 _,, 
Danish in 1868.. 196 tl. 
Do. 1867.. 720 
Decrease in 1868...... 543, 
French in 1868........ 451 ,, 
me aa 1,080 ,, 
Decrease in 1868...... 629 .. 
Belgian in 1868... 603 ,, 
ee Re ca ks 20 =. 
Increase in 1868....... aoe. ws 
Russian in 1868,....... a 
Dutch in 1868.......... sg aaa 
N.-German in 1868... 11,088 _,, 
Do. 1867... 16,006 ,, 
Decrease in 1868 ...... 4,918 a 
Norwegian in 1868 1017 ,, 
Siamese in 1868....... 4673 ,, 
Do. 1867....... 8642 ,, 
Decrease in 1868...... 3.949 ,, 
Japanese in 1868...... | a 
Chinese Lorchas 1868 7,816 _,, 


The steady decrease in the tonnage 
under the North German Flag appears 
to indicate that the large ing trade 
hitherto enjoyed by that class of eat, 
is being transferred to other bottoms, 
probably the S. S. N. Co.’s steamers, 
as this company affords great facilities to 
natives; and many igfluential Chinese 
hold shares in it. 


IMPORTS. 


The Import table shows a decrease 
upon the trade of the previous year, of 
Tis, 201,706, but on examination it will 
be seen that the deficit is confined to 
Chinese produce, forming only an unim- 
portant item in the carrying trade, so far 
as foreign countries are concerned. 

Cortons.—The same satisfactory ad- 
vance in the rt of Foreign Cotton 
and Woollen gr is to. be observed 
this year as last; the estimated value of 
cotton goods brought to this market in 
1867 was Tis. 1,001,490, whilst in the 
last year it is set down at Tls. 1,058,487 
or an increase of Tis. 56,997. 

Woo.tens.—In Woollens the increase 
is still more marked, the value given in 
1867 is Tis. 175,481 whilst in 1868 the 
estimated value was Tls. 257,532 or an 
merease of Tls. 82,051. These figures, 
I think, clearly show that the hope I 
expressed in my last year’s: Report, that 
Foreign Cotton and Woollen fabrics will 
be brought ifto far more extended use 
as they become better. known to the in- 
habitants of the Interior. 


Rice.—The uncertainty in the annual 
Imports of Rice. is still observable. In 
1866 the quantity imported. was 145,014 
piculs, in 1867 299,843 piculs, whilst 
in last year it fell again to 221,517 
piculs. As in former years, the supplies 
came almost exclusively from Siam and 
the Straits ; it has sold cheaper at Ning- 
po during the past year than for a long 
period, and I believe did not pay the 
Importers. | 

Merats.—Continue to form, a very 
important item in, the Import Trade. 
The export of Iron in 1867 was valued 
at Tis. 28,971, last. year at Tis. 78,497 
or an increase of Tls. 49,526. Tim also, 
which was. estimated at Tis. 397,242 in 
1867, stands last year at Tis. 466,161, or 
an. increase of Tls. 68,919. 

Orrum.—There is an apparent de- 
crease in the estimated value. of this 
drug last year, of Tis. 157,612, but it 
still continues to form by far the princi- 
pal item of the Imports. In 1867 the 
estimated value was Tis. 2;304,879, and 
in 1868 Tis. 2,197,261. 


EXPORTS. 


Tea—Green.—The result of the last 
year’s transactions exhibits a continued 


L 


improvement upon those of former years, 

both as regards growers and consumers. 
piculs taels 

In 1866 wasexported 162,782 = 4,000,000 

1867 Do. 115,268 = 4,034,380 

1868 Do. 123,786 =3,837,373 
showing a steady increase in quantity, 
and proportioned decrease in cost ; and 
indicating, I think, that if purchasers 
did not display so much anxiety to 
buy, and paid more attention to quality, 
their requirements could be met 
at afar lower price-than has prevailed 
during the past, few ; and an 
improvement in the quality of the Tea 
would soon be apparent. Nearly all 
the Teas from the Fychow and Pingshuy 
_ districts now find their way to this Port, 

and are shipped hence to Shanghai by 
steamer. 7 

In the Trade Returns of Shanghai 
these Teas form an important item, as 
shown in the Commissioner of Customs’ 
Report of 1866. In that Report the 
late Mr. Fitzroy states that of the total 
499.472 piculs, exported in 1866, Shang- 
hai received from Ningpo 102.172 piculs. 

Hankow, 229.499 ditto. 

Kiukiang 163.770 ditto. 
having contributed as direct Export itself 
only piculs 3.644 ! 

As I have already stated in a previous 
Report, (1864), in 1859 only about 1,600 
piculs of tea valued at $30,000 were ex- 
ported from Ningpo ; in 1860, owning to 
the communication between the Green 
Tea districts and Shanghai being cut off 
by the rebels, several of the Shanghai 
firms opened establishments at this Port, 
for the purpose of attending to this 
branch of their business; and the facility 
with which the Tea leaf was brought 
from the producing districts, and manipu- 
lated for exportation within the foreign 
settlement, attracted so much attention, 
that the importance the business then 
acquired has continued to remain by it. 
This result is no doubt in a great mea- 
sure attributable to the facilities 
afforded by the direct, although difficult, 
water communication between the Tea 


pmen uce hence to 
Shanghai, by the fine line of steamers 
running between the two Ports ; 


eigners, during the few years, appa- 
rently render Ghent indidiurcnt pep sa 
imposts; at all events no definite. com- 
nw them oe fon bins. thd 
e in : : 
foreign merehants to get 
agers Fo 
m ; 
be submitted 
of a profitable : lost. 


to 


| 


The consequence is that the native Tea 
Merchant and the Tax Collector have it 
pretty much their own way, and whilst 
the prevailing mania lasts, it is not easy 
to see a remedy for the existing state of 
things, however objectionable it may be. 

Sitk.—The Export of this valuable 
product in 1866, was 1,039 piculs ; in 
1867, of raw and manufactured was ex- 
ported 1,167 piculs, valued at Tls. 463,895; 
last year 1,709 piculs valued at Tis. 
654,412; but the bulk of the silk pro- . 
duced in the province of Che-kiang will 
necessarily find its way to Shanghai direct 
from the growing districts, owing to the 
greater advantages enjoyed by that route, 
and the fact that Shanghai is its legiti- 
mate destination or market. 

Corton.—Judging by the Returns, 
would be as an article of Export from 
Ningpo, ouly second to Tea, but as regards 
foreign interests its importance is confined 
at present to its carriage, nearly all the raw 
cotton shipped hence being re-distributed 
in the country where the staple is not 
grown. The impetus given to its cultiva- 
tion by the civil war in America has 
pretty well died out, not without, however, 
permanently raising the price on the 
native consumer. ‘The Export last year 
was 44,155 piculs, valued at Tls. 749,646 
against piculs 74,643 at Tis. 1,075,773 in 
in 1867. | 

Mepicine.—Another important item in 
the Carrying Trade is Native Medicine, 
estimated last year at 30,229 piculs, and 
valued at Taels 239,559. | 

Cuttle Fish, Straw Mats, Tobacco-leaf, 
Ground Nuts, Nankins, Brass ware, and 
articles belonging to what is termed Coast 
Trade, make up the balance of the Exports, 
bnt these I conceive are chiefly interesting 
rather to the Foreign shipowner than the 
General Merchant, and they are of too 
diversified a character to be more parti- 
cularly dwelt upon in a brief Report. 


Duties AND Tonnace Dvuzs. 
Whatever may have been the outturn 
of trade to the merchants and shipowners 
engaged therein, there is no doubt as to 
ing to the 


Ing for 1868, Haikwan taels 567.908, 


against Tis. 452.601 in 1867, or an in- 
crease of Tls. 115.307 or nearly 25 per 


cent in a single year ! 
Transit Passes. 

A good deal has been written of late 
with respect to merchandize sent into 
Interior and brought to the port 
under these passes. 


fa 8A 


as the subject is already receiving full 


vente 


will no doubt soon be rectified to the 
satisfaction of all concerned. 

In conclusion, it is gratifying to be 
able to state that the Province again en- 
joyed profound tranquility during the 
year ; and that it is fast recovering from 
the wretched condition to which it was 
reduced during the rebel occupation of 
the principal cities and towns. 

The writer has recently visited the im- 
portant cities of Yu-yow, Shaou-shing, 
Seaou-shan, and Hangchow the capital 
of the province, and found them all, with 
the exception of the last, nearly rebuilt 
and fullof bustle. Hangchow is also show- 
ing marked signs of resuscitation, but the 
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destruction committed here by the re- 
bels was so enormous, that a long time 


‘will be required to re-establish it in 


even a tithe of its former grandeur and 
opulence. Nearly two thirds of the 
whole city, and all the suburbs, includ- 
the borders of the once magnificent lake, 
are stilla heap of ruins, and altogether 
it is melancholy to see the condition to 
which this once reputed earthly paradise 
has been reduced by the rnthless acts of 
the Taepings. 

The inhabitants of the province still 
continue to deserve their reputation for 
civility, and travelling in the interior is 
perfectly safe and untrammelled.. 

The authorities also exhibit the same 
friendly disposition to maintain peace and 
order as mentioned in former Reports. 


W. H. FITTOCK, 


Consul. 
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ANNUAL REPORT. 

Although the state of commerce has 
continued much de during the year 
1868, yet a marked improvement on 1867 
is very observable; and it-may be hoped 
that we are at last emerging from the 

gloom cast over business by the disastrous 
- and unparalleled crisis of 1866, 

The importation of Foreign goods has 
increased during the year, and this im- 
provement will no doubt continue. to 
develope. as the cotton trade in America 
and England becomes more firmly re- 
established on a solid and firm basis. 

A glance at the Table of Imports, will 
be convincing that in almost every grade 
of cotton and wvollen manufactures, there 
is a satisfactory increase in the local con- 
sumption of these articles, as compared 
with the Return of 1867. 

The same remarks apply with equal 
force to metals of British production, 
such as Iron Rod and Lead, the former 
for nail-making, and the latter for linings 
of tea chests in the tea growing districts. 

This condition of things augurs well of 
_ the increasing growth in wealth and pros- 


perity of the native population, which | 
wealth it may be observed, in passing, 


accrues chiefly from the large profits on 
the tea sold for exportation. 

There has been considerable fluctuation 
in the prices of cotton goods, such as 
Grey Shirtings and 7-Cloths,—the stuffs 
most in demand,—the price varying for 
the former 8.4-lbs. from $3.20to $3.25 per 


piece in June, and $2.90 to $2.80 by the 


end of the year; and for the latter 
f'Cloths, from $2.70 to about $2.30 per 


ece. 

The sale of these commodities can 
never be very extensive in this Province, 
so long as the Lekin exactions or war- 
taxes remain in force at the numerous 
inland barriers ; indeed, it may almost be 
said that British manufactures do not 
reach beyond the adjacent districts, ex- 
cepting in exceedingly small quantities, 
owing to the above named circumstance. 
Moreover, the Nankeen stuffs of native 


FOOCHOW. 


_ 


wats 


once in ten or twelve days. He was rather 
cleaner than the ordinary run of Man- 
darins, many of whom seldom enjoy a 
change of underclothing more than once, 
perhaps, in the winter, and not more than 
once every three weeks during summer. 
I deplored this. state of things and ex- 
pressed a sanguine hope that. I should see 
all classes of society take to wearing Bri- 
tish cotton cloths, in preference. to silken 
underclothing ; which when soiled could 
not easily be washed clean. 

Neither do the Chinese use sheets for 
their bedding, but cover themselves with 
thickly wadded counterpanes. made of 


Silk or Nankeen cotton cloth. 


But a large quantity of English cot- 
ton stuff must. annually be consumed at 
their funerals, the mourning colour being 
white and the garments cotton ; also for 
tents and ‘so forth. 

However, the trade in cotton and 
woollen goods is considered by the For- 
eign merchant of such slight importance 
at. Foochow, that few, if any of 
our British firms trouble themselves 
with importing goods of this description 

this place ; this branch of business 
is left to the Chinese traders, who 
prefer: supplying themselves piecemeal 
from Hongkong, the great depét in the 
south. They there select through agents, 
on the spot, the goods in the quantities 
and of the shades which they think will 
best suit the Foochow market, and they 
contrive to lay them down cheaper in 
Foochow than the Foreign firms could 
possibly do. 

It must be admitted that Foochow, as a 
portof trade, has, of itself, no direct import 
connection with England or any outside 
countries ; the import business is purely 
local, between Foochow and Hongkong in 
the south, and between Foochowand Shan- 
ghai, the other great depét, in the north, 
the former for British goods, the latter 
for the exchange of Chinese produce; the 
coasting steamers, all British, doing the 
work for the Chinese of carrying their 

to and from between Foochow 
and the northern and southern depots. 

With this branch of the trade, British 
merchants have no further concern 
than the collecting of the freights on the 
cargoes, the Chinese employing native 

consi and agents at the two end 
In short, it is the carrying trade 
that used to be done in junks, which 
for a few years has been gradually 
passing into foreign vessels; the 
amount of this trade is likely to go 
on increasing, unless the Chinese Go- 
vernment should determine to permit its 


1; subjects to build and own foreign rigged 


vessels and steamers, as already hinted 
atin a former Annual Report. The in- 
novation is quite certain to bring about 
a complete resolution in the commercial 
relations between Great Britain and 
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China, and it only wants the encourage- 
ment of the Government to come into 
full operation ; there beingno lack of indi- 
vidual enterprise and energy, nor capi- 
tal, on the part of the Chinese trader, to 
extend the trade ona very wide scale. 

The importation of lead-and opium on 
the one hand, and the exportation of 
Tea on the other, compose the whole 
trade of the foreign merchant at Foo- 
chow. 

Lead is despatched up-country to the 
Tea districts to be made into linings of 
Tea chests. 

Opium is mainly for local consump- 
tion. The consumption has very much 
fallen off of late years, owing to oppressive 


taxes and the near neighbourhood of. 


markets for the drug, where the tax is 
lighter than at Foochow. —_ i 

For a port of the importance of Foo- 
chow-foo, 400 chests per month, which is 
the average consumption in 1868, may 
be considered small. The drug undoubt- 
edly finds its way into the province 
through some other channels of trade, 
and the quantity imported at Foochow 
can serve only for the consumption of 
the city, the suburbs and the adjacent 
country. | 

With regard to lead, during the busy 
portion of the year, there was a scarcity 
of the article ; the demand for it forcing 
the price up as high as from $11 to $12 
against Tea, at the height of the Tea 
season. The prices however speedily de- 


clined to about $8 per picul. 


As regards the other import—opium, 
there was imported in 1868, as follows :— 
Patna, 1,257 chests. Benares, 401 chests. 
Malwa, 2,588 do. Persian, 557 do. 

The average price’ from January to 
June for Patna was $739 per chest, for 
Benares $728, for Malwa $749 per picul 
and for Persian drug $669 per picul ; 
and from July to December, for Patna 
$701 per chest, for Benares $683 per 
chests, for Malwa $712 A eg picul, and 
for Persian $604 per pic 

The trade throughout the year has 
barely been a profitable one, but values 
have been tolerably low ant»ajeady, and 
have not shown those heavy fluctuations 


2] 


are not expected until the market opens 
here ; this, of course, is taken into consi- 
deration in the price. 

The sales during 1867 as compared 
with 1868 are as follows:— 


Patna...... .. 1,628 chests. 1,259 chests. 
Benares | 516 


Persian ...... re 


Total... 5,039 chests. 4,848 chests. 
os ———————s 


The Taxes levied on drug are, at pre- 
sent, as follows:— 


On Malwa and Persian : 
Per Picul. 
Inport duty Tis. 30 & 10 %............ Tls. 33.00 
Chinese duty and meltage fee ......... »» 41.40 


* Peaou-shwing, with meltage fee ... ,, 17.60 
Lekin (war) tax and meltage fee ...... »> 24.20 
Fee on each chest ............... Gin — Bee 


On Patna and Benares : 
Per Cheat. 
Import duty Tis. 30 & 10 % ............ Ts. 33.00 
(Chinese duty and meltage fee ......... »» 49.68 
* Peaou-shwing and do. _.......... » eke? 
Lekin (war) tax and do. ......... >» 29.04 
FOO POF CHONG on... cose seeesseeepe nse ses ee 


Per Chest. Total—Tis. 134.28 
RE IRRERANS 


* To meet expenses of building naval steamers, &c. 


There are several trifling taxes in addi- 
tion, levied in the county. 

As may be inferred from the observa- 
tions that precede on the subject of 
Imports, nearly all the remainder of the 
goods imported—such as beancake, nan- 
keens, peas, sugar, paper, wheat, tobacco, 
&c., purely Chinese cargo of native pro- 
duction and manufacture—are the pro- 
perty of native traders, who employ 
foreign vessels to carry it North and 
South, on account of the greater security 
and speed in foreign bottoms, and of the 
advantage of Marine Insurance. 

There has been, with the exception of 
peas, an apparent decrease in nearly every 
article of Chinese imports, and in nan- 
keens a very remarkable one, as com- 

with 1867. There .is, however, 
abundant proof that the importation of 
nankeens from the Northern provinces, 
checked, if not entirely destroyed -for a 
time by the American war, and the con- 
sequent demand in Shanghai for raw 
cotton for shipment to England, has been 


that with a continuance of the encourage- 

ment that is extended by the government 
to this new branch of industry, raw silk 
may, in the space of ten or twelve years, 
according to the calculations of the pro- 
moters of the scheme, take its place 
among the articles of exportation from 
Foochow, and become a fruitful source 
of wealth. The quantity now produced 
is so very small as barely to suffice for 
the domestic wants. 

*Tea holds the first rank among the 
exports of Foochow. It is, in short, the 
only article which the foreign merchant 
exports on his own account. Tea alone 
employed 64 British ships of 42,107 tons 
to convey it to the London market, 
without counting large shipments of tea 
to the Colonies and America. The trade 
of Foochow would indeed be insignificant 
without the annual large exportation of 
tea, which places it in the foremost rank. 

The following figures will clearly show 
how largely the supply of Tea has in- 
creased during the present season, com- 
pared with the previous one :— 


1868. 1867, 
oem. song 739,400 chests. 575,000 chests. 
Oolong ......... 198,900 4 do. 189,400 4 do. 
PO is isice 5,100 chests. tan chests. 
Green Tea ...... 3,300 4 do. 8,300 4 do. 
Scented Tea ...134,600 boxes. 123,400 boxes. 

or 
~. 4 1868. 1867. 
ongou an 

Souchong  } 70,244,200 Ibs. 55,813,800 Ibs. 
Ooloong ......:.. 7,359,100 ,, 7,007,800 ,, 
Pekoe 666 bd¥ cee eue 247, ! 9 216, 000 9 
Green Tea ...... 165,100 ,, 413,600 ” 
Scented Tea ... 2,422, 2,221,200 ,, 

80,438,000 Ibs. 65,672,400 Ibs. 

AOS 


ae 


or nearly 25 per cent., and in excess of 
any previous year. 

It must be considered a very cheering 
sign for the trade of Foochow-foo, that 
the largely increased consumption of Tea 
(which during the previous two years 
had considerably exceeded the supply) 
has at length been overtaken by the 
production. 

The sales of old Tea (season 1867-1868) 
in January and February, may be stated 
as follows :— 


CN seccncess 30,700 chests. 

Souchong ......... 1,100 dao. 

Oolongs............ 34,900 half-chests. 

Flo Pekoe... 

Scented Teas ... l, 000 boxes. 

Green Teas ...... 

The unsold stock ining was ex- 
y small, and was probably taken 


ceeding 
to “floor” the clippers—d est, to form 
the layer of Teas next above ballast in 
for the new Teas. 
The 


stored for shipmen 
Juno for Australia, was destroyed by fire, 
in godowns on shore, on the of the 
8th February ; it was insured to their 
value—say about $50,000. 

The Teas which were shipped 
United Kingdom towards the c 


is 
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™ _ 1867 paying a fair profit, and 

ey were arriving about March or 
April when merchants in England pre- 
pare their instructions to their agents in 
China, the orders which arrived in Foo- 
chow in May and June for the new Teas 
then coming forward, were more nume- 
rous and liberal than they otherwise 
would have been. This will account for 
the mad rush into the market, on its 
being opened on the 22nd of May. To 
watch the eagerness of the foreign buyer, 
one might be led to conjecture that Chitia 
had all but exhausted its productive 
powers, and that there would not be suffi- 
cient tea left in the market to satisfy the 
foreign demand. A fatal mistake! There 
is little doubt that the tea growing dis- 
tricts ot China can produce a quantity 
of tea suitable to the foreign require- 
ments practically unlimited; more than 
enough to meet the demads twice over 
of our impetuous merchants ; it is a fact 
that the tea growers now make a rule 
of keeping back an overplus of some 100 
or 150 chests of the old tea, each year, 
which they mix up with new season's 
teas, being quite sure of being able to 


_ palm it off as new tea on the foreign 


buyer, who does not wait to enquire very 
narrowly, so great is fis avidity to buy 
and ship off ; this seeming to be his chief 
object. This has been the origin of very 
heavy losses this year in the tea trade. 
The fever of speculation is at the bottom 
of the whole evil. It would indeed be a 


~real delight to see the trade again put 


Ing in almost every 


upon the old system of past years, when 
a@ genuine and a healthy business was 


done with returns safe and profits sure. 
At present, at Foochow as elsewhere, the 
market is governed, to a large extent, by 
the speculator in London who sends out 
orders without limit to purchase, the 
only condition being that the agent shall 
contrive to lay down the teas the first 
in the market at home. 

The year 1868 in particular will long 
be remembered as one of the most disas- 
trous in tea speculations, the losses aris- 

case from too hasty 
operations. The new teas of 1868 began 
to arrive about the middle of May, and 
the market was opened on the 22nd of 
that month by special agents. Great 
expectations were held out of the superior- 
ity of the forthcoming crop over that of 
1867, but they failed to be realized. Of 
sixty-eight to seventy thousand chests 
which had then arrived, there was hardly 
a chop equal to last season’s teas, whilst 
nearly all were largely inferior, arising 
from the great quantity of old leaf mixed 
with it. The sales of Congous on the 
day of the opening of the market reached 
about 30,000 chests, from taels 25 to 
taels 35 (£ 8.6.8 to £ 11.13.4) per picul, 


of 133} Ibs. being, quality considered, from 
Tis. 2toTls. 5 "13s 4d. to£ 1.135. 44.) 
peed vance of rates paid in 1867, 


difference. . During the first ten days 
sean ing of the market, the num- 


ements was perfectly amazing 
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came forward in an unpreceden 
manner, and more than kept pace with 


a decline on opening rates, and again fell 
considerably in the first week of June, 
on all but common kinds. 

The true Sinchune Kiai teas still ap- 
pear to go principally to Kewkiang, as 
again very few have made their ap- 
pearance in Foochow this year, 

The market for Souchongs opened on 
the 16th of June by the settlement of 
3 chops at from taels 41 to taels 434 
(£13.13.4 to £14.10) per picul, but the 
crop not being considered a good one, 
only a small business was done in these 
kinds. Oolongs, Flowery Pekoes and scent- 
ed Teas were throughout equal to a 
years’ produce ; and commanded very 
prices. As much as taels 60 (230) a 
picul is reported to have been paid for a 
parcel of Flowery Pekoes in. Foochow. 

The larger portion of Teas this year 
were purchased almost immediately updo 
arrival, and were generally shipped to 
the United Kingdom. The excess of pur- 
chases of 1868, over the quantity bought 
in 1867 had the following natural effects : 

lst—Strengthening the ratesof freights, 

2nd—Sending up the exchange; and 
3rd—Heavy losses to purchasers. 

In short, a very large portion of the 
business in Tea, of the whole year, was 
done within the first six weeks after the, 
opening of the market, and never before 
was there so much avidity to purchase 
and ship off to England. 

Unfortunately, the Tea was badl pre- 

and was more or less mixed with 
old leaf and unusually large proportions of 
dust, damaging toa certain extent the 
new Teas. Many chops were simply old 
tea, sometimes refired over a few new 
leaves to give a temporary aroma. 

Prices have ruled as under :— 
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up & memorandum of their grievances: 
against. the native teamen, in which the 


_ causes of complaint are set forth as fol- 
the business done. In Congous, prices , 


after reaching Tls. 444 (£ 14.16.8) per. 
picul, henceforth ruled without.change to . 


lows. :— 


1st—The mixing of old leaf with new 
season's Tea, They complain that these 
mixed Teas arrive in England without 
any of the characteristics of new Tea, 
and are rejected by the buyers there. 
- 2nd—The excessive quantity of dust 
in Teas, as well as the mixing therewith 
of dust not belonging to the chop. 

3rd.—The insufficient leads used in 
packing. They contend that the teas in 
consequence arrive at their destination 
without freshness and frequently out of 
condition. = 

And a notice in Chinese has been issued 
by the body of the Merchants to the. 
native growers and dealers, calling upon 
them to desist from these mal-practices, 
while the British and American Consuls 
have obtained from the Chinese Authori- 
ties the issue of a Government Procla- 
mation, which has been, posted through- 
out the Tea growing districts, cautioning 
the dealers in Tea against a continuance 
of their fraudulent proceedings, and 
recommending strict honesty and good 
faith. Hopeful results are anticipated 
from these combined efforts by the 
coming season of 1869. It is, however, 
to be feared that the native dealers will 
be tempted to badly pack and pre 
their Teas for the sake of hurrying 
off their hands, so long as they meas 
the eagerness of the foreign buyer to 
possess himself of the produce. And the 
price of the article is certain to remain 
at.a high figure so longas the merchants 
bid one against the other in a rash and 
almost reckless manner, The easy terms 


, on which money is procured from the 


numerous foreign Banks, is another in- 

centive . tion that is rather da- 
in e trade. 

Next p Tea, there are no, exports left 


but. those articles of native uction, — 


flowers, Fruit, Medicines, Oranges, Olives, 
Paper, Timber, Tobacco and so forth, the 
property of Chinese Traders, which for 
centuries has constituted the 
trade. in native Junks, but which has now 
found its way into foreign vessels. In 
this, not any more than in the local Im- 
trade, has the foreign merchant the 


concern, further than to collect the | 


freights upon the cargoes. Much of the 
coasting trade has already passed into 


"a Me 


The fleet of clipper ships at the begin- 


the Tea season, end of May, ‘were 

hed at £4.10 per ton of 50 cubit 

feet, but there being a scarcity of ship- 

ping, for a while the rate went up, and 

several vessels chartered at Hongkong at 

£4.5 to £4.10 arrived at Foochow to. 
load at £5.10 and £6; but these high 

rates induced so many ships to come to 

the Port that, the rate was speedily re- 

duced to £3 per ton, and in one instance 
to £2.10, though it afterwards touch- 
ed £4, the average has since been the 
low rate of £2.10 to £3 per ton. The 
rate paid for the steamer “ Achilles” was 
£6.6 per ton of 40 cubic feet. 


Between the 28th of May and the 4th 
of June ten tea clippers left the an- 
chorage, having on board 10,339,784 lbs. 
of Tea for London; the “Sir Lancelot,” 
“ Ariel” and “Taipi being the first 
to get away. For week after week up 
till the of September, tea laden ships 
have been leaving for London and the 
Colonies ; giving great activity to the 
Harbour. ” 
Exchange on London at 6 months 
usance was, in January, nominally 4s. 4d. 


ning of 


to 4s. 4hd. per dollar. In May, preyious | 


to the opening of the Tea market, it 
ached tu 54d. por dollar. And it went 
rising in consequence of the 
heavy 


first of August ; governed throughout by 
the operations in the Tea market. After 
the excitement was over, €x 


began 
gradually to decline, and by the Sist of 
December it came 


down to 4s. 5d. per 
import- 
$9,282,791 


5 | 


The Oriental Bank Corporation is en- 
trusted by the Government with the 


receipts from the foreign Custom House. 


The revenue from this source in 1868 
amounted to Taels 1,819,100.3,7.7 at 
6s. 8d.— £606,366 15s.10d. against Taels 
1,712,429.9.7.4 at 6s. 8d.—£570,809 
19s. 9d. in 1867. 

From this branch of the revenue is 
deducted a fifth towards the expenditure 
of the Government arsenal and dockyards 
established at the anchorage. The 
monthly expenditure of the Arsenal, is 
estimated at Tis. 50,000, equal to 
£200,000 per annum ; the European 
element costing near Tls. 6,000 or £2,000 
per month all told, 

It is expected that next April the 
first gunboat will be launched from this 
Dockyard, She is to cost taels 100,000 - 
or £33,333 inclusive of the maghinery 
and four.32-pounders of English manu- 

The vessel is to be commanded and 
‘engineered by Chinese, who are going 
through a course of naval instruction 
under an English Instructor. 

Custom house offices are in course 0 
construction at the Pagoda anchorage, for 
the convenience of the shipping. For 
the same pu has a British Vice- 
Consul been placed at the anchorage, who 
oe at hand to render assistance to 

e shi in maintaining discipline 
in the snag . 

The new set of Pilot Regulations has 
come into active operation under the 
supervision of a Harbour master. And 
in a short time it is anticipated that the 


“entrance to the river Min will be proper- 


ly buoyed and lighted, steps having al- 
ready been taken for attaining this much 
desired end. | 

Following the commercial disasters of 
1866, a few British firms were necessi- 
tated to close their business and retire 
from the port; others have established 
themselves in their stead, and new and 
extensive places of business are being 
erected on the site of a large fire in the 
month of February ; which has cleared a 
large space for enlarging the foreign set- 
tlement. 

The class of people called literati and 
retired officials who, everywhere in China, 
occupy an influential position, have 
shown their usual animosity to foreign 
settlers, and are ever ready to retard their 
advancement in this country. 

In conclusion, it may safely be predict- 
ed that Foochow is ike ined to remain 
the foremost port for the exportation of 
Tea, and that it will in time also become 
a profitable mart for the consumption of 
Manchester goods. 

~Cuas. A. Srvc, 
3 Consul. 
H. B. M. Consulate. 
Foochow-foo 31st Dec., 1868. 
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RETURN No. 2. 


RETURN of the Quantity and VaLug of MercHanpiseE [wportep into the Port or 
Foo-cHow-Foo, in 292 British Vessels of 140,774 Tons, for the undermentioned 
places, during the year ending 31st December, 1868. 


Spanish Stripes ... 
Other Woollens .., 


Senn Unke kt i 
Biieda Neste ico Xkces 
Biehede Mer. = *  .i.6:: 
Peehel tal sk ns 
as 8 ee 
CO 2 Oe ai See 
Cotton (Raw). Rega 
Cotton Tare. occa 
Fish, driéd and salted 
Wier: nha See . 
POOGUR: ns Ke. Gee 
mete. code Haack 
Glass, Window _....... . 
Grass Cloth... =... 
NER seis Coe an 
Hemp (ScaueoK sheaeweh 
NN a re 
Liven eae te RO 
Mats, Tea...... in 
DIME, as ss ee 
MetraLs— 


Iron Naila =... ... 
Iron, Rod and Ba 


BE ok et ae 
. eS Rea 
Yellow Metal ...... 
Sundries ae 
Nankeonws....62 2 iain 
Orium— 
mwa a eae 
WOM ook oo cs 
Benares Sg 
Porsian.., ©. | «.:.. ; 
OD... ieee knee 
eee cas ea ; 
Paper, Tea ... —..... 
Peas cs exuas 
Pepper . .,... lavas 
gee iad a a 


Quantities. 


Whence Imported. 


Estimated Value in 


Sterling 


@°$1—4s. 6d. 


i 
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: DESCRIPTION OF ARTICLES, 
a Corron Pisce Goons — 
4 FiOORR. BR 
a Chintsetie = sk. ‘ 
fe American Drills... ...:.. 
G Handkercliiefs...... 0° | ....:. 
ut Shirtings Nie oe 
4 T’-Cloths Saeee po ease 
- Turkey Red Cambrics ...... 
_ > V WCW ee eS 
a Othor Cotton Piece Goods 
4 W ooLtEexs— 
hs SAMROIE LS me ee 
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Woollen and: Cotton Mixtures ... 
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883 pieces | Hongkong...... —...... 
ty do. lesiee 4 adn 
5,304  ,, Gn cos wet Blea 
8,039 dozen ERD Se ; 

74,218 pieces | SEGRE ESPN SS Sect 
i921 |, do. ciesaa 5 Skbas 
4,708 ,, DOS ies cenisie ce ae 

75 99 iN ge ooo es 

948 ” i a 

9275 pairs | Oe Gilesas Pee vaks 

829 pieces | cows Simeiiet ee ees 6 en 

665 ,, one HMR PPO hee Oe 
5,150 ,, eS es eS 
1960 Wer Pa a 
LGis 5 ee ee ce 
$569 Be ag Se 

207 °° “og SO a 

eee ge es oe 

22,518.72 picals | Nerth China... — ...... 
ae PRONOUN onan. c dept 
131137 a ie 
1,307.32 _,, 2 Se et Ree aoa 6 
21582 ... Os ee 28 okey 
$8,426 tons | Australia and Formosa 
3,381.60 piculs | Shanghai ...... — ...... 
225.19 ,, ERQUNROUS 8. k.5 canoes 
9,058.80 _,, SESS Se Saale ee bis 
2,280.28 .,, OS ss hace 6s cckaes 
905 19 _ ,, Oe . aoa ay 
113.67 — ,, North China... —_....... 
2,182 boxes | Hongkong...... —...... 
3,334.00 piculs | South-China... _ ...... 
1,380.00 ___,, North China...  —...... 
2,734.38 _,, Shanghai ...... kgiies 
1,883.79 _,, Goncions and Coast ... 
168 pieces | Hongkong...... —... pee 
1,589,150 _ ,, Bont Porte .« o.cs 
4,338.63 piculs | Coast Ports ... —...... 
363.48 pienls | Hongkong...... —...... 
aSOOG7 . |. Ms a a 
47,572.04 ,, do. Seiake 75s. 400 
3,495.20  ,, do. ei Fags SPS 
26641. i kee pea 
o )) | a ee Re ae 
13,416.64 ,, Shanghai be ee ge a 
- 2,486.83 picals | Hongkong...... as 
1,488.00 __,, do. ies caus 
453.60  ,, me cooks 
$87.95 =, do. was renee 
3,140.00, Coast ag EE es 
794.00 ,, | do. secs es 
2,347.82, |. do. ecu ites 
11,62498 . | North China... seas 
1,669.44 ,, | South China... Fades 
3,957.18 ,, SRL ne a oe 
oe Eee do. fo choy 
221.41 ,, Shanghai ...... igeces 
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ae ee ee 
1192 1 0 
245410 6 
7160 8 0 
2170 7 0 
53.872 13 0 
61,722 9 0 
$449 14 6 
1526 17 0 
1071 9 0 
1,460 14 0 
261117 0 
7481 5 0 
29541 12 6 
4896 0 0 
4355 2 0 
17654 3 6 
1574 6 6 
1,822 10 0 
12,666 12 0 
1,653 15 0 
6.585 6 0 
2081 18 
211 1 
7.004 18 
15.217 4 
2.533 5 
9.657 0 
1.865. 9 
8146 11 
9158 8 
2864 0 
244 11 
300 10 
7,382 14 
5,390 11 
510 15 
17,877 16 
21887 2 
490. 10 
4.719 19 
90,967 19 
16,665 15 
1,498 10 
1613 1 
241,499 9 
406.811 0° 
199,485 0 
59.535 0 
81,622 0 
6,860 9 
2183 17 
15,844 10 
5,885 2 
3,838 ° 5 
8,600 12 
$26 5 
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No. 2.—RETURN of the Quantity and Vatve of MercHanpise Importen into 
the Port or Foo-cHow-Froo, in 292 British Vessels of 140,774 Tons, from the 
undermentioned places, during the year ending 31st December, 1868.—Continued. 


. Estimated Value in 
DESCRIPTION OF ARTICLES. Quantities. Whence Imported. Sterling 
@ $1—4s 6d. 

| Sk € 
- Brought forward Sekleas | abinks aS bas 1,485,962 3 6 
Sapan and Sandal Woo saben santas 2,276.85 piculs | Hongkong...... _...... 5,656 10 0 
OM ee eee Peg 1,941 10 6 
Silk, Raw ... ail em, SVE, Spal aoc Bi.34.. 4 ee tea, VR f $260 9 0 
aad... ... .... | ome | ee “A 75,089 15 0 
Silk and Cotton Mixtures ...... ...... - 31.60 ,, We ce) eeaeen 68655 «OO CU 
Other Silk Manufactures... ... * $3.88 ., Me ee aa. 6,001 4 0 
Saget 34... biases sateen 5,833.44 ,, South China... _....... 5,924 14 0 
er Ce OS) cc ese ass, 2571.24 ,, ee ee an 19,091 5 90 
CO as eh ane ae, itt sof 85,504 7 0 
a ai. ied... | 2964417 0 
Wheat... ae Scveke epalaes 17,181.50 ss, Me ho 11,556 18 0 
Miscellaneous... ke dee edeowssbns oe ue iia 75,228 8 0 
TOTAL...... beeeas bya £ || 1,778,867 1 0 
———————— en 

Total Imports in British Vessels for 1867 ......00 eceee sees . £ 1,683,639 0 0 

Increase for 1868 ...... emi 0 Semen Se gas ae Cree 1.6 

% 
‘Treasure imported in 1868... ..... a you et a £ 2,069,288 0 0 
CHAS. A. SINCLAIR, 


Batis ConsuLaTE, 


Spee oye 


Foo-chow-foo, 3lst December, 1868. 


\ 


Consul. 


[eo 
RETURN No. 3. 
RETURN of the Quanrtirres and Vatves’of Mercaanpise Exportep from Foo couow- 
Foo, in 282 British Vssels of 133,667 Tons, to the undermentioned places, during 
the year _— 31st December 1868. XX 
DESCRIPTION OF ARTICLES. Quantities. To what place aiid spt «he weg: : 
| @ 4s. 6d.per$. << 
| S “2 4 
Bamboo Shoots ........ ——....... .esseef 21,428.00 picals | North China... ...... 24,208 6 6 
Bamboo Ware Ag RET A 778.00 , | Hongkong and Const ... 4,385 11 0 
Fish, Salt and Shell Ware ...... .....| 1,928.88 ,, tk | 4,108 14 6 
Whowern (Gried) 0650 ns soe 455.94 Me 799 8 6 
Sele tite a 913.83 ,, do. 1,121 3 6 
Loongngaus... meee oo eee ee 5,588.40 __,, e do. ai 15,113 4 0 
Medicines...... LC irae Sdaneek © enue 2,181.48 ,, do. oe 2,209 10 0 
iw = 3k ee OS. aR onus 4487.18, do. se $173 8 0 
Oranges ......00 «s+. Oh fae ae 10,327.63 __,, do. || 4,083 16. 0 
Opiam (re-exports) ... dea Saket 39.00 ,, Formosa and Coast ...... 5,938 0 0 
FORGE ess ‘eect whoo eee aie oe .-| 21,049.86 ,, North China... | att 93,621 7 0 
Preserves...... eves aneees uscd (ae ce do. é iiwnga 6,639 6 0 
i ee er do. ind mee BUC 
Sugar Cane... vlna seen .e-| 198,170 pieces do. ‘as aati 585 0 0 
Tea (abroad) ee sess «sne-162,520,588 Ibe. Fag a Acari 8,760,052 14 10 
Tea (Const Ports) ...... cscs sean} 2,488,728 ,, | Hongkong and Coast .../ 185,806 10 4 
ee ee ee ee 
Tobacco ...... pigs a shakes 453.38 piculs | Formosa and Coast ...... 1,632 17 0 
Miscellaneous Baas Ps eae: sectaeeicl Coast aienn gS 10,029 6 6 
TOTAL...... kien pecans as ved " ££} 4,111,669 9 8 
———— 
Total Exports in British Vessels for 1867 ...... — ...... eee 8,715,413 9 1 
Increase in 1868 over 1867)... cecese eneee woe & 896,956 0 7 
. ios Ee i 
| | : CHAS A. SI NCLAIR, 
| : | . oF Consul. 
Baitish Consv.are, 
_Foo-chow-foo, 31st December, 1868. Oa | ae ; : 
ee ey Ce ere Nn ne > | fo : 


A RETURN of the Numper and Tonnage of British VesseEts arrived at and 
from the Port or Foo-cHow-Foo, during the year ending 31st December 


de 


RETURN No. 


1868, distinguishing those employed Coastwise and in the Colonial, Homeward 


and Foreign Service. 


ARRIVALS. DEPARTURES. 
COUNTRIES. 

No. of Vessels. Tonnage. No. of Vessels. Tonnage. 
ESS OL SORE EA 265 132,668 170 77,661 
ee PR is ttt ne a 64 42,107 
ee a te ee ee ve 6 8,662 
ST ences Fare 7 2.135 29 8.452 
ee i ee ae 14 2,050 13 1,785 
a eee 8,122 os = 
Paget Sound a ae ce 1 799 ee a 
292 140,774 282 133,667 


Bartisn Consvunate, 


Foo-chow-foo, 31st December, 1868. 


CHAS A. SINCLAIR, 


Consul. 


oes 1868. 


RETURN No. 


A RETURN of the Quantrry of Tea Exporrep in BririsH and other Foreren 
VESSELS from the Port or Foo-cHow-roo, during the year ending 31st December 


British pees 
North-German. 
American ..... 


Other Foreign . 


TOTAL.... 


No. of Vessels. Tonnage. Lbs. of Tea. . REMARKS. 
Exported 1867. 
99 542,21 67,520,588 | 65,478,583 Ibs. 
ee 6,160 6,590,049 5,904,548 ,, 
9 1,625 1,100,134 
2.996.834 ,, 
9 2.635 2.659,575 
133 64,641 *77,870,346 78,609,965 Ibs. 


tt Aa mayo 


aie a al 


British ConsvLate, 


Foo-chow-foo, 31st December, 1868. 


* Exclusive of 2,438,725 Ibs. exported to Hongkong and Coast Ports. 


CHAS. A. SINCLAIR, 
Consul. 


The Returns for this year shew a very 
considerable falling off in Foreign Shipping 
and in the value of the trade conducted 
by means of it, as compared with the 
preceding year. 

British Vessels she® a decrease of 
ninety-four vessels, and fifty-two thousand 
four hundred and forty-six tons in the 
entries. 

In vessels under all other Foreign Flags 
there has been a decrease of sixteen 
vessels, and six thousand five hundred 
and seventeen tons in the entries. 

The clearances under both classes shew 
a corresponding decrease. 

In merchandize and treasure imported 
in British vessels, there has beenadecrease, 
in round numbers, to the value of three 
hundred and ninety-four thousand pounds 
sterling; and merchandize and treasure 
exported in British vessels shew a falling 
off to the value of one hundred and ten 
thousand pounds sterling. 

The Custom House receipts shew a 
falling off of about twenty-seven thousand 
pounds sterling. 

T he decrease in the trade carried on at 
this port is to be attributed in great part 
tu the oppressive Inland Duties (called 
Le-kin duties) ievied on merchandize at 


British Consulate, 
Amoy, 3lst December, 1868. 


AMO Y., 


this port ; and the falling off has been 
confidently predicted for some years past. 
But there is no reason to suppose that 
the trade of the district has fallen off. On 
the contrary, there are good grounds for 
believing that a valuable portion of the 
trade of the district, of which Amoy is the 
proper port, is carried on through neigh- 
bouring ports where the Ze-kin duties are 
not levied, or where they are so much 
lighter that the difference allows a profit 
on the overland transport of merchandize 
to or from this district. If this heavy 
provincial impest were removed, or kept 
in fair proportion to the Import and 
Export duties, in accordance with the 
spirit of the Treaties, this irregular traffic 
would doubtless revert to its normal 
channel through this port; to the great 
benefit of the Imperial Revenue, as_ well 
as of all native and foreign merchants 
who are desirous of conducting the trade 
in a regular way. ; 

Until the Ze-kin duties are removed 
or greatly reduced in amount, there is no 
chance of the commerce of this port 
presenting any other features of sufficient 
interest to deserve mention in a Trade 
Report. 


W. H. PEDDER, 
HB. M.'s Consul. 
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SWATOW. 


There are two points of view from 
which to consider the Returns of Trade 
at this port, and it is necessary to dis- 
tinguish between them ‘to obtain a clear 
understanding of its nature and import- 
ance. 

The one is, as showing the position of 
the port as a producing and consuming 
centre ; and in this light the Returns 
fairly show its status. 

e other, as showing the trade in 
foreign hands ; and in this they are most 
fallacious, as although they truly enough 
show the amounts of exports and imports 
in foreign bottoms, they make no distinc- 
tion between foreign and Chinese export- 
ers and importers. 

By the Returns, Swatow was last year 
‘seventh in importance of the ports open 
to foreign cals ; but it would be much 
lower in the list, if the number of Euro- 
peans locally employed and the profits 
realized by them, were considered. 

Nor is this to be wondered at, in view 
of the peculiar disadvantages under which 
foreigners here labour, from the proximity 
of the free port of Hongkong. 

Were a system of bonded warehouses 
instituted, merchants established here 
might import their goods, and by putting 
the saving in charges, against the disad- 
vantages of a more limited market, do so 
with some hope of success; but the 
necessity of paying the duties immedi- 
ately on arrival of the goods, effectually 
prevents provision being made for more 
than immediate wants, and this can only 
be done through Hongkong. 

The foreign merchants have, therefore, 
in great measure, sunk to the position of 
mere commission agents, and in this po- 


sition their Chinese rivals are able to 


compete successfully with them. 

Firstly, in having much better local 
information, which as natives of the 
place they are naturally able to obtain. 

Secondly, in the far greater cconomy 
of their establishments. 

Thirdly, in the protection afforded 
them by the combinations and monopo- 
lies existing. 


Ports, more or less, but I have never 
found such great difficulty in obtaining 


appealing to the sense of justice of the 
people, but when a foreigner is concern- 
ed the villagers among whom the debtor — 
has taken refuge, are always convinced 
that their countryman isin the right, 
and there is no force existing to make 
them listen to reason, mee 

Were the Central Government held 
responsible for debts, which the impo- 
tence of their subordinates rendérs im- 
possible of recvyery, and the amounts 
decided, by a Mixed Court or otherwise, 
to be justly due from solvent debtors, 
deducted from the duties, energetic steps 
might be taken by the Peking Govern- 
ment to reduce the country to a state of 
order ; but without Imperial assistance 
the local authorities are unable to effect 
anything. 

The other matters affecting the trade 
of the Port, in which it is to be hoped 
future years will see progress made, are :— 
The Foreign Custom House.—Communi- 
cation with the interior ; the advance 
system with regard to exports—the 
credit system with regard to Imports. 
The -institution of municipal authority. 
The development of new branches of 
trade. The establishment of a railway, 
or at least steam communication with 
Chao-chow Fu and the neighbouring 
cities, and the opening of the coal fields 
in the neighbourhood. 

These I shall briefly notice in their 
order, although it is impossible in the 
compass of a trade report to enter fully 
into them. 

Foreign Custom House.—The Foreign 
Custom House under the present organi- 
sation, has hitherto worked disadvantage- | 
ously to the Foreign trade at this Port, 
but it becomes yearly less injurious to 
it, and it is to be hoped may, with en- 
larged scope and power, eventually prove 
as great a benefit as it -has hitherto 
proved an injury. Before its establish- 
ment here, foreign goods were freely 
introduced by the Foreigners already 
established at Double Island, on payment 
of the local duties, which amounted to 
about one-half of those laid down in the 
Tariff ; but on the port of Swatow being 
formally opened in 1860, the Tariff na- 
turally came into force, and goods 
became liable to the duties laid down 
therein in addition to those locally levia- 
ble. For the Foreign Custom House, 


_ although powerful in exacting payment 


of its rights, was powerless to obtain re- 
mission of the demands of the local 
authorities ; nor were these latter without 
plausible reasons for the continuance of 
their levies—the local expenses of the 
Government had to be met, and as the 
Foreign) Customs revenue was remitted 
in its entirety to Canton, the mandarins 


would have been without the means of 
carrying on their duties if they gave 
up the source from which in great mea- 


nao tyne sas tegneeon te beet I et ee ee a gad - ictedore: c Ma bgp nals = ile arch! WPM _ hi, an ee a se ~ 
—— — : iy aes oR ny ee _ - nth PERSO LP Sols IPC AGO Es SOI ARES nee 
' — — ee Siisciashietiis wa ia a ou Ste ih RIEL RE: jdbenbet, icles canals tit 
ee Fe spat. ako EEC GOER Aiptes 57 aero Age a ‘ 
hal SAB, gon AO aE AE RS oe 8) , 
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ya 


| waa ‘as ‘any of 


sure they derived their funds; and in 
another way the Foreign Customs acted 
injuriously to Foreign Trade in that able 
to prevent foreign vessels importing 
goods elsewhere than at Swatow, they 
had no power to interfere with Chinese 
importers at the neighbouring ports, and 
the Etropéafi méréhatits who had to pay 
Tariff atid lotal rates, foutid hitnself com- 
peted with it the riafket by initive mer- 
cliints, Who, ithpoftiiig their goods at an 
equally cohvenient port, tei tiles or less 
distant, had paid loeal rates only. But for 
piracy, which threw the hiain carrying 
trade itité fo igh bottoms, the trade of 
Swatow would have been riined. 

And in & third way thé Custom House, 
éqtially oper threw difficulties in 
the Way of (preigtiers. The local traders 
found oh tt the-establishmient of the for 
éign customs, that much of their trade 
was divérted by its action to neighbour- 
itig ports, aid were themselves called on 
té pay duties from which they had hi- 
therto been exempt, they naturally felt 
irritation at the institution, and, con- 
foutiding it and foreigners generally, an 
animical feeling against foreigners sprung 
wp, Which has fiot eVen yet entirely died 
away. 

On tiie other hand, if'the Chinese Go- 
vernmieit Would place the whole Cus- 
tons Sérvice in Chiha under the Foreign 
Inspectorate, and fairly apportion the 
proceeds to the local and Imperial 
Excheqtérs, the clearness, fairness and 
oqtiility of the system will prove of the 
greatest advantage to the foreign mer- 
chant ; as when its present undue costli- 
ness is diminished, it will also to the 
Government. Even in the present state 
of the system, the returns published by 
eee 
valued. 

COMMUNICATION WiTa THE INTERTOR.— 
Tn this, great progress has ‘already been 
wiade. Eight years Riehetire were 
cooped wp ‘at Doable Island, and unable 
to land ‘at Swatow even, with safety, the 
mandarins ‘and ‘compradores combiming 


to ‘excite mobs to check ‘every 
eros tw ipenvtrte into the country. — 


‘chiefly owing to the ‘enérgy 
eth ‘of “the niérchiints, ‘a footing “was 
wbtaliied “at ‘Switdw, ‘sind the While ‘for- 
eign ‘édthrituiity is ‘iow Settled there. 

ln éotirse Of ‘years, dind'as the ‘result 


of Vatiots: Buniboat’ expeilitions, ‘it became 


wife for foreiuitrs ‘to Yo Wheréver it was 
uppdrént that a vessel ol "i soldi lias 
within a Gdéuple of thotisarid “yards, ‘and 
this year foreigners'‘have beén’ able ‘to'go 
as far ‘as Kei-yiig-chow,—some ‘eiglity 
niifes in ‘the ‘niteridr ; missionaries *g0 
page fe Sepp sed inthe * | 

y, ¥ nt hos- 
cliey ia “oll "mnanigeted ; ena A 
‘picnic and: ‘parties - “are'treated 
with cotiftesy, ‘whi¢re a féw years ago it 
was Unsdfe for’ them‘to pass. A’ féw'pira- 
tical “villages “remain to ‘be brought to 
terns ‘and then 'the cotin 


“will “be as 
“northern 


* 


ie ee 


' The opening of Chao chow-fu has in a 
great measure contributed to this, for 
although the notification of its being 
opeti to foreign trade and residence ap- 
peared only in December, it was practi- 
cally open by the establishment of a Con- 
sulate and an agency of an English firm 
many months before; and mandarins 
sééing that we were determined to go, 
= the seeing — we did 
them no hurt, the opposition to foreign 
in the department has almost “= 
The city of Choa-chow Fu, now open 
to trade, is a prefectural city of large 
sive and thickly populated, but does 
not show the evidences of wealth and 


commercial attivity visible in many cities 


of the north ; the shops are for the most 
part small, and, although there are fine 
stone buildings, the Feng-shui superstition 
against high buildings prevents their 
being effective. 

The great present advantage accruing 
to foreigners from the opening of PF 
city, is the means it affords o 
the Lekim tax on opium, ais ted 
office for its collection there, and the 
Foreigner, who, by the formal Cae of 
the port is able to take his goods there 
on simple 2 igen of the Import duty, 
is able to sell his drug without farther 
demand on him, or his customers ; gain, 
of Tuels 10 per chest and a certain 
saving in foreign goods, which are no 
longer subjected to the local duties exist- 
ing there, in addition to the Tariff duties. 

But the prospective advantages are far 
greater in that it may ‘lead to foreigners 
getting a share in the trade from which 
they have been hitherto excluded. 

_A powerful combination of brokers 

supported by the Mandarins has kept 
the Trade at Swatow in their hands. Con- 
sumers have been forced to buy and 
producers to sell through them, and the 
resident merchants have ‘struggled in 
vain ‘against them, but ‘at Chao-chow-fa 


the combination does not yet ‘exist, and ee 


the foreign merchant has an op 


of forming ‘a connection there without | 


any organized ‘opposition ; ‘and ‘the 
‘therished dream of ‘the Treaties,—the 
bringing the consumer atid Importer, the 
Exporter and ‘producer, into direct com- 
munication, may ps be realized. . . 
[t will also ‘have the ‘indirect advan- 
‘tage of enabling the Mandarins to obtain 
some real power in the country ‘inter- 
vening between the city pe Swatow, 
‘which, with ‘the support of’ foreigners, 
they ‘will probably ‘be able’ to’do, ‘and ‘it 
‘may be hoped that it ‘will’ ead’ to'the 
development of ‘new branches <of trade. 
Some‘of'the ‘tea districts are easily acces- 
sible from the city, and ‘the tea at present 
exported through ‘the ‘Chinese port of 
‘Cheiilin, will eevee. ‘in'a year or two 
find its way to 


ies 


necess to the interior that foreigners can 
obtain information of undeveloped faci- 
lities and new articles of commerce. 

But there is great need of reform in 
the present system of trade, which is 
ruinous to the foreigner. The importer 
' invariably selling on credit, and the ex- 
porter buying under advance. So long as 
the importer only sells to brokers who 
require time to dispose of the lots, and 
recover the amounts from the dealers, 
there is a reason for credit being allowed ; 
but foreigners have unwisely allowed the 
system to be extended to petty transac- 
tions ; and the dealers, when they come 
to the foreign warehouses for small quan- 
tities, demand their two or three months’ 
credit, as if they were purchasing large 
lots. Nor unless the importers combine 
to refuse credit, except in large transac- 
tions, is there any apparent remedy, un- 
less indeed it were possible to obtain the 
establishment of a Chinese Discounting 
Agency, at which the credit notes could 
be cashed at once by the foreigner ; and 
this has been done, to my knowledge, at 
other ports, and may perhaps bye-and-bye 
be done here ; and the foreigner would 
then have ample protection. The real 

ice he obtained for his goods would be 

ess than the nominal one, but the risk 
and uncertainty of the present system 
would cease. 

For the advance system with regard 
to exports, I see no present remedy—the 
sugar has to be collected from a number 
of small cultivators, and the risk toa 
foreigner is probably less in making an 
advance to a contractor than if he at- 
tempted to send his own agents up 
country to buy, but if, as there seems a 
possibility, Swatow sugar finds a sale 
in other markets than those of China, 
_it may lead to the formation of depots 
here, at which the exporter can supply 
his wants without the objectionable ne- 
cessity of a never fully carried out con- 
tract and an uncertain-of-return advance. 

As regards the institution of Munici- 
pal authority at Swatow, there can be 
no doubt in the mind of any one who 
has through its inconvenient 
and ill-smelling streets, of the necessity 
of the institution of some authority, 
which, in the further spread of the town, 
will avoid the present tortuous, latrine 


encumbered, mud immersed streets ; that 


will effectually stop the conflicts of rival 
families, which ever and again turn it 
into a battle-field ; which will construct 
jetties accessible at low as well as high 
water, and make passage from one part 
of the town to the other safe and easy 
at all times, instead of as now, frequet.tly, 
a matter of great peril and difficulty. 
Institution oF a Rarmway.—Of the 
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The returns shew the year to have 
been a bad one as compared to 1867, 
nothwithstanding the large increase in 
the export trade, chiefly owing to the 
falling off of the chief articles of import. 

Opium AND Beancake.—The falling 
off in opium has been owing to the 
importation, at lower than Tariff rates, 
having, during the last year, been _per- 
mitted at the neighbouring Chinese 
ports, and to the amount smuggled 
overland from Hongkong ; the local au- 
thorities shutting their eyes to the loss 
to the Imperial Exchequer, in view of the 
gain to the local revenues ; and the 
Swatow merchants suffering, when [ 
arrived—here in September, opium 
imported in Swatow paying exactly 
twice what it could be legally imported 
at 15 miles off; and the grievance is not 
yet entirely redressed, although no Lekim 
has been actually collected on foreign 
owned opium since then the rates levied 
at the neighbouring ports have been 
raised ; the falling off would have indeed 
been greater, but for the opening of 
Chao-chow Fu in the latter, and some 
speculations to support the credit of a 
falling house in the former part of the 
year. The falling off in beancake is 
owing to the large and unprofitable sugar 
crop, an enormous export having found 
overstocked markets, and such low rates 
having ruled that the planters have been 
unable to afford the purchase of this ex- 
pensive fertilizer," or in many cases hay- 
ing planted other crops instead of canes. 

Textite Fasrics.—Show an increase, 
and in future years as the country round 
becomes more civilized, the demand will 
become even greater. At present the 
country people follow their agricultural 
pursuits, and on their recreations 
in the way of clan fights, in the state of 
Adam before the fall, merely donning 
their short trousers and scanty jackets 
on their return to the domestic hearth ; 
but a change is taking place even now, 
and a clothed husbandman is becoming a 
far more common sight than in past years. 
It is useful however to remark the dispro- 
portion between the Import of manufac- 
tured goods and that of cotton and cotton 
~yarn,and a remedy should be sought ;much 
of the cotton is used in quilting, but it 
is strange that people should prefer to 

import foreign yarn to the already manu- 
factured cloth, and it can only be that 
our goods are either from size or texture 
unsuitable for their purposes, as the cost 
of hand manufacture must necessarily 
exceed that by machinery. So far as I can 
learn, it is the want of durability that is 
objected to more than the form, and the 
probable reason is that the best chops of 
‘foreign goods rarely find their way, from 
the nature of the trade by which the im- 
here de on what is sent to 

SS te sale paptienibcrn ion, instead of 
keeping a constant supply of the quality 
of goods likely, when known to command 
a constant sale ; the people being slow to 
adopt novelties, and good brands when 
sent not finding immediate a iation of 
their excellencies, the port has gradually 
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got to being supplied with goods which 
do not readily find a market elsewhere. 
Beyond this, I know no feature of the 
Import trade requiring special notice. 


Guano is gradually becoming an object — 


of demand, and although not yet gen- 
erally taken, it may probably in a few 
years figure more importantly than: it 
does now, and I trust also to see foreign 
clocks, watches, lamps, glassware and 
carpetings, brought in more largely than 
at present. The people have a taste for 
luxury and with a little adaptation to 
their requirements, there are many 


articles of foreign manufacture which . 


would meet a ready sale, And it is to 
be hoped that at the next industrial 
exhibition at home, steps will be taken 
to procure musters of the things com- 
monly in use in China, so that manufac- 
turers at home may be able to see what 
really is the Chinese want. As for 
instance, table-covers ; it is no use send- 
ing out table-covers that do not suit the 
tables universally in use in China, but 
there is no doubt that if the Chinese 
shape and size were followed, that the 
foreign article, so superior in beauty, 
would be almost universally ,adcpted ; if 
rugs too of a size to fit the Chinese kangs 
were sent out, they would be eagerly 
bought up ; indeed the Chinese are not 
too bigotted to use any foreign article ; 
and it answers their ends as well, and 
proves ascheap as the native manufacture. 

The export returns. show a large in- 
crease in the export of sugar and an in- 
creasing export of tea. The first is the 
staple of the port, canes being planted 
for miles, and the raw sugar roughly 
manufactured by every peasant. Up till 
now, the chief and only market has been 
the north of China, and the Chinese are, 
by their greater facilities for buying here 
and selling in the northern ports, the 
chief sharers in the profits of the trade, 
indeed a foreigner only engages in it at 
great risk, for he has to purchase through 
dishonest agents from the cultivators, and 
to make advances on the feeble security 
of their word, and consequently can rare- 
ly trust to seeing his contracts fulfilled, 
unless it happens that it is profitable to 
the contractor to do so—there seems to be 
some hope, however, of the sugar finding 
a sale in Europe, and if the Corea be 
opened, there will be another market 
there which will lead to depots being 
formed at Swatow ; the foreign merchant 
will be able to buy atid avoid the neces- 
sity of contracts and advances. 

Much requires to be done in the intro- 
duction of machinery, but the port is 
scarcely ripe for foreigners to take the 
man into their own hands ; and 
it would not pay small proprietors to 
vary their present rude system of manu- 
ture ; wages advance, however, in the 
country, the experiment will be 
mph mores Ee 
tem wi i | is is still a 
thing of thefuture. Certainimprovements 
are however being introd and next 
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season will see the manufacture of sugar- 
- candy inaugurated, Levi 


Tea is a new article of export, and la- 
bours under great difficulties at present, 
being exported from a neighbouring Chi- 


“nese port in Lorchas, at one quarter the 


duty it pays here, this however has been 
brought to the notice of the authorities ; 
and although of somewhat coarse quality 
the leaf suits the American market, and 
may become eventually an important 
element in the Swatow trade. 

Paper is an important article of trade, 
but chiefly in Chinese hands—the open- 


~ ing of Chao-chow-fu may probably how- 


ever lead to foreigners being enabled to ob- 
tain a share of the profits; the city being 
the head-quarters of the manufacture. 

The shipping returns show a decrease, 
owing to the small demand for beancake. 
The conveyance,of this bulky article 
with the passenger trade to the straits, 
forming the chief support of the vessels 
trading here. They show also that the 
British Flag monopolize a goodly share 
of the carrying trade, notwithstanding 
the complaints made by Captains and 
owners that British vessels are subjected 
to vexatous restrictions from which other 
vessels are free. 

In one matter they certainly have good 
ground for complaint in that while Bri- 
tish vessels are not allowed to carry more 
than one passenger to every two tons 
capacity, foreign vessels are allowed to 
carry three to every two tons. 

This isa great grievance as it natu- 
rally throws aJjl the passenger trade into 
the hands of foreign vessels, and as some 
twenty or thirty thousand passengers go 
down to Singapore annually, the loss is 
considerable ; a remedy is however looked 
for in the proposed reduction by the cus- ° 
toms of their too liberal allowance, and 
the substitution of a rule permitting 
ships to carry one per ton only ; and if 
the local act lately passed at Singapore © 
become law here as well as in the 
colony, British ships will be in a posi- 
tion to get their fair share of the trade. 

It is no use prohibiting vessels bring- 
ing more than the number of passengers 
allowed by the act to Singapore, as the 
restriction is easily evaded by vessels 
landing their living freight before enter- 
ing the port. 3 

For the other grievance I see no 
remedy ; a foreign Captain gets rid of 
his crew when others are to be got more 
cheaply, or he desires to supply their place 
with natives, without difficulty ; the men 


seems hopeless to ask for the laying down 
of half adozen buoys by which the ne- 
casaity for pilots.at all might be avoid- 
ed. ‘In conclusion, a rig 

regarding ,the or rather 
Seotch Mission established here, as its 
progress and prosperity is largely though 
indirectly bound .up with our commer- 
cial interests. 

Established some ten years ago, its 
Agent, Mr. Smith, even then, notwith- 
standing the irritation against foreigners, 
maintained his position at Swatow, and 
the Mission ‘stations have since spread to 
all the districts round, at great ‘per- 
sonal risk the footing of ion has 
gradually been made good. 

Nor has this been done by constant 
appeal to a protecting Gun-boat, the 
Consul and the <Authorities have from 
time to time been called on to extend 
protection, but it has ever been rather to 
prevent recurrence of violence than to 
obtain redress, the Missionaries seeking 
but the opportunity of being heard, ruther 
than obtaining the punishment of those 


who rather from ignorance than anything 


else, had offered them insult and injury. 

By these means, they have in many 
places obtained the good feeling of the 
people, who led away by inconsiderate 
excitement, naturally expected to suffer 
the consequences of their violence ; and 
in many of their chapels they are far 
more secure than they would have been 
had an.army marched in to exact satis- 


® faction for the opposition offered to their 


entry, And in another way they have 
obtained powerful support in their care- 
ful abstainmg from interference in the 
temporal concerns of their converts, for 
although had they always been ready to 
take up the case of a professing Chris- 


tian with the Consuls and Authorities, 


they would probably have numbered 
many more nominal converts, they would 
have had no security for the sincerity of 
their followers, and would have been re- 
garded with jealousy and resentment by 
the Mandarins, instead of as at present, 
toleration and even friendship. 

race gt sacha re ee 
been increased to four, and while one is 
always present at the hospital and head- 
Gages te Dahon, The tes veet the 
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might still have remained closed to us. 
So long as the missionaries devote them- 
selves to the preaching of the Gospel, they 
must and the merchant, the tra- 
veller and the official will always find 
the way smoother before him where an 
hagask calnionary han gone bebe. 


‘CHAL. ALABASTER 


No. 41. 
Pexina, 5th May, 1869. 


Srr,—I transmit to you herewith Mr. 
Alabaster’s ‘report upon the Trade of 
Swatow for 1868, to printed for the 
information of the public, together with 
the copy of a despatch T hhave addressed 
to ‘him in reply, ‘to -be printed and pub- 
lished with the ‘report. 


Your obedient servant, 
RUTHERFORD, ALCOCK. 


W. H. Mepuvrsr, Esq., 
H. B. M. Consul: “Shanghai. 


Copy, 

Pexina, 3rd May, 1869. 

Srr,—I have received your! despatch 
No. 19 ofthe 20th February, enclosing ‘re- 
turns of trade for the port ‘of Swatow for 
the year 1868, together with your report. 
The latter contains much useful infor- 
mation on the progress of trade, and the 
disadvantages under which it labours, 
together with various suggestions for 
the removal of them. 

With reference however to your sugges- 
tions, Ido not altogether concur with you 
as to the expediency of some of the mea- 
sures, or ‘the practicability of others, 
That Swatow labours under peculiar dis- 
advantages from its proximity to the ‘free 
port of Hongkong, and also from the 
want of uniformity of rate in the imposts 
on trade, compared with other places ‘in 
the province, is unquestionable. But the 
remedy for these evils is by no means ‘so 
obvious. 


In so far as the establishment of Bond- 
ed Warehouses is concerned, the-Chi- 
nese Government has conceded the prin- 
ciple, and we may hope, at no distant 
period, to see the system in action wher- 
ever it is deemed desirable by the 
merchants themselves. Bat Hongkong 
will remain where it is, whatever objec- 
tions may attach to it as a free port, in — 
near proximity to the mainland. 

The difficulty of recovering debts from 
Chinese by foreigners is common to all 
the ports, as you observe, and however 
disadvantageous it may be, it is very cer- 
tain that your proposal to hold the go- 
vernment of China ible for the 


_ debts of their subjects, will not be adopt- 
chapels ee eee Government with a 
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prefecture) the cause of any 
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of the British Supreme Court at Shang- 
hai, may be to that of Chinese, native 
dealers cannot always recover debts from 
foreigners, and they are in effect very 
often left without redress in the case of 
Bankruptcies and fraudulent debtors, as 
in Mackellar and Co.’s case, quite recent- 
ly. If foreigners are more frequently 
defrauded or subjected to loss, it is not 
quite certain that the Chinese, on their 


side, do not lose more largely. No doubt 


the present state of affairs in this respect 
is very unsatisfactory. The adoption by 
the Chinese Government of a Commer- 
cial code, and a better system of adjudi- 
cature is under consideration, and in this 
direction alone, I fear, can we look for 
material improvement. 

The want of equality in the impost on 
trade at Swatow and other places in the 
province or vicinity, to which you allude, 
tells, of course, disadvantageously on the 
port. But the same injurious conditions 
exist, if not in equal degree, at all other 
ports, I fancy, and not exactly in the 
manner nor to the extent you seem to 
think at Swatow. It is not because the 
authorities of Chao-chow-fu and Swatow 
have to provide for local expences excep- 
tionally—or that this requirement, what- 
ever may be its burden, is caused by the 
Customs revenue being “remitted in its 
entirety to Canton” that native trade or 
smugglers are driven from the port, and 
favoured by a lowef rate of charges else- 
where. The whole proceeds of the Cus- 
toms, no doubt, are carried into ‘account 
with the provincial Treasury at Canton, 
and where no foreign Custom House 
establishments exist, the accountability 
may be less strict ; but at your port, as 
everywhere through China, the local offi- 
cers are under obligation to render an 
account to the provincial treasury of all 
revenue received, deducting from the pro- 
ceeds what is assigned or required, as the 
case may bé, for the authorized expenses 
of the local administration. Whether 
the burden on trade in your district be 
greater or less than in another, therefore 
(under the different heads of 
Transit, and Octroi duties levied i in 


or in equality must be sought in facil- 


Customs revenue to Canton. 

It would, no doubt, be most desirable, 
not for Chao-chow-fu and Swatow only, 
but for all the treaty ports, if the im- 
posts on trade could be more systematised 
end unified, so as to fall with equal inci- 
dence everywhere, and thus prevent one 
port having an unfair advantage over 
another in its vicinity ; or one province 
over another by its system of maritime 
and inland taxation. But as China is at 
present. constituted, all a 
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inland dues on commerce, are inseparable 
from the system of Government ; and it 
is idle to dwell upon them while that 
system is maintained. Improvements in 
the one can only be secured by changes 
in the other; and the evils most com- 
plained of cannot be seriously diminished 
without changes too sweeping and radical 
to be thought of at the present time. 
We gain nothing by dwelling on defects 
of machinery which are implied in the 
fundamental principles of construction. 
Nor indeed is the question of local 
and Imperial taxation without its 
difficulties in other countries besides 
China. It is at this moment under 
discussion in England and seems likely 
to tax the best powers of Parliament to 
deal with it in any satisfactory manner. 
In China, as elsewhere, the local and 
Imperial taxation are too intimately con- 
nected together to be deal with separate- 
ly, and must be considered together by 
any commission or Government seeking 
to re-adjust their proportions or incidence, 
as well as their mode of collection. This 
and no lighter task, is what the chief 
abyses and defects attaching to both in 
this country would demand, if undertaken 
at all. 

As to your remark that although the 
duties returns show 12,000 taels collected . 
during the year as tonnage dues, there 
is little to be shown in the way of mate- 
rial improvements required in the Har- 
bour and the approaches to it, I cannot 
help thinking that, if all that is necessary 
were attempted in one year, the annual 
revenue would be far from sufficient to 
meet the outlay. And the demands of 
every port pressed in the same spirit, 
would probably more than absorb the 
whole revenue of the Customs. 

The Customs’ Jetty, I understand, ex- 
tends already 700 feet over the mud, 
and if it is to be carried out 500 or 600 
more, to do that, using granite, will 
probably I am told, cost some 6,000 
Taels, instead of the few hundreds you 
speak of. Or, if iron screw-piles are used, 
perhaps 8,000 Taels. Now, as the har- 
bour engineer from Europe has only just. 
arrived in Shanghai, and he cannot go to 


Tonnage Dues. Moreover, the opening 
of Chao-chow-fu may throw work to the 
other side. It is just one of those things, 


Your objection to the Harbour Mas- 
ter’s appointment, as superfluous, is a 
further proof of the necessity of mature 
consideration before any of the numer- 
ous demands incessantly made for the 
publication of Tonnage Dues, and the 
adoption of measures at each port, are 
acted upon. A Harbour Master was one 
of the wants very generally urged upon 
the Inspector General of Customs ; and 
now it would appear to be found out 
that such an officer was not required. 

Considering how much is wanted along 
the whole seaboard of China from New- 
chwang to Canton, in the way of light- 
ships, light-houses, buoys, beacons, &c., 
and how large the expenditure of 
both time and money that will be re- 
quired to meet the most pressing and 
necessary of these wants, no Govern- 
ment can be expected to undertake the 
whole of the works simultaneously, or 
without due deliberation and the best 
professional advice. A large command 
of funds is one of the first conditions of 
success, and of funds already in hand 
and directly available, before works of an 
expensive nature can be begun which 
require to be pushed on continuously 
to avoid deterioration; and although a 
million and a half of Taels, or more, may 
have been collected since the signature of 
the Treaties of Tientsin, under the head 
of Tonnage dues, and, in the spirit of 


be) 


Treaties, the whole of this, less such pro- 
portion as may have been already appro- 
priated to works of this nature, might be 
considered as reserved for such purposes, 
yet, if not actually forthcoming, it ad- 
vances nothing to call for its immediate 
investment at the hands of the Customs 
administration. The work has been be- 
gun, and is being carefully and system- 
atically pushed on, and I see no reason 
to doubt that, under the supervision of 
the present maritime administration, it 
will be honestly carried on to the end,— 
if not as fast as many would desire, at 
least as promptly as the nature of the 
task and the circumstances will admit. 
Some 45,000 dollars, I understand, have 
recently been remitted to Europe, for 
the building of a first-class light-ship for 
Shanghai, which, it is hoped, may last 
twenty years; but quite as large a sum 
has been spent, during the last few years, 
on three substitutes : another proof that 
mere expenditure of money is not the 
only thing required, if permanent benefit 
is to be secured by a large outlay; any 
“the more haste, the worse speed” mad 
have its application in the matter of 
light-houses and beacons. 


Your obedient servant, 
RUTHERFORD ALCOCK. 


CHALONER ALABASTER, 
&e., &e., &e. 
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The Returns annexed to this Report cotton, and. nankeens, as the following 


are as follows :-— ; 
No. 1. Return of British Shipping. 
No. 2. Tonnage and number of foreign 
vessels according to nationality, 
No, 3. Imports from foreign countries, 
No. 4. Exports to foreign countries. 
No. 5. Chinese produce imported from 
Chinese ports and Hongkong. 
No. 6: Chinese produce exported to. 
Chinese ports and to Hongkong 


for re-exportation to Chinese ports. — 


No. 7.. Comparative Statement. of some 
_ of the principal articles of Import. 
No. 8. Comparative Statement of some 
of the principal articles of Export. 


The foreign trade at the Port of Can- 
ton during the. year does not, according 
to the Foreign Custom House Returns, 
show so favourably as might have been 
anticipated, being; without taking into 
account. the import and export of 
Treasure, $1,011,313, or in Sterling 
about £222,278, in value below that for 
the year 1867. The cause of this is not, 
and cannot be known, as the Import 
trade, in piece goods at least, is entirely 
in Chinese hands, and all that can be 
accounted for are those brought by the 
River steamers, which must be a small 


port and passed through the Foreign 
Custom House, forms but a small item in 
the general business, and is confined 
almost entirely to raw cotton and metals. 
To judge, therefore, of the prosperity of 
the port. by the Returns now made is a 
fallacy. Canton is a wealthy, prosperous, 
and busy city. In times past the foreign 
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Impofts. 


Deficit in 1868 ........ 


shewing a deficit in 1868 of 1,304 
piculs of opium and of value $886,742, 


Cotton shews a, deficit in 1868. of 
18,973 piculs and of value $717.586, 


NANKEENS. 
Weight | Valuein. 
Imports. in piculs, | doll 
1867—Nankeens .... 16,135 | 1,290,770 
1868— Do. --| 12,864 964822 
Deficit in 1868 ...... : 3,271 325,948 


The falling off in the importation of 
this article may be attributed to the 
market being overstocked during the 
previous two years. The best kinds are 
manufactured in the Province of Ki 
su, from a reddish coloured éotton gro r 
in Kiangnan, from whence it is brought 
to Canton, where nankeen is also pro- 
duced, but. of an inferior quality, and by 
no, means equal to that made in the 
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to the United States and other countries 
ee eee the fashion for it 
one ou is imported now 

Raw Corroy.—The import of Indian 
grown cotton is much on a par with that 
of the preceding year 1867, but the mar- 
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ket price has been very low and the loss 
upon it proportionate. Native cotton, 
chiefly from the north, has fallen off con- 
siderably. It is almost impossible to 
account for these fluctuations, nor do we 
know sufficient of the economy which 
regulates supply and demand in China 
to be able to attribute them to any cer- 
tain cause. 


Cotton yarn, imported chiefly from 
England,; has, on the contrary, increas- 
ed in quantity, and the impression is, 
will increase for manufacturing pur- 
poses, its use becoming more extended 
every year. The following* will show the 
loss and gain in these articles of import. 


From which it will be seen there isa 


considerable decrease in the import of 
raw cotton in 1868, but an increase in 
Cotton yarn. 


Corron Piece Goops.—It is difficult 
to say what is the amount and what is 
the value of the imports of this class of 
goods, as only of those passed through 
the Foreign Custom House is their any re- 
cord. The Chinese merchants and shop- 


keepers make their purchases at Hong- 


kong, distant some ninety miles from 
Canton, with which there is a daily com- 
munication by steamers, besides a large 
junk and passage boat conveyance. For 
the purpose of a trade estimate, therefore, 


the following return is of little value. It 


will show, however, a comparison of 
Customs entries for the years 1867 and 
1868. From which it will be seen there 
is no material increase in any of the 
goods with the exception of T.-Cloths, 
which show some improvement. 


Wootiens.—The Chinese dealers sup- 
ply themselves with these goods at the 

ongkong market as they require them. 
Stocks are never kept at Canton, and it 
is impossible to say what is the real con- 
sumption for reasons above given. From 
which it will be seen there is a decrease 
upon almost the whole of these articles. 


Merats.—Metals have been in fair de- 
mand during the year, and show conse 
era an increase over the import in 

867. 

But these amounts, compared with 
those of 1863, viz., Lead. 60,655, Iron 
29,991, Quicksilver 4,054, piculs, indi- 
cate a large falling off ; Scaggs 4 80, at 
least, but, in all probability, y not, 
that amount and more being imported 


Custom House in the 


807 piculs against 2,111 pi 
A IG BE AE 
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House, as the following statement will 
shew. 
Taels, m. 
Duty on Opium carried in 
native bodts from Hongo | 22. 4. 
to Kiangmun per chest - - 
War-tax, - ----- coe: i & 


Total Taels. 38. 4. 


Taels. m. 
Duty on Opium brought in 
foreign vessels from Hong-> 38. 0 
kong to Canton per chest. 


War-tax, see ee eee wi FB), 


From Canton to the North and 
West Rivers. 
7 
Canton officials, ----4, 6, 
Station at Samshuy . - 10. 4. 
Do. at Lupaou (North 
River) or How-le (West 10. 4. 
River) --+-+--+-+--+ : 


s0....3 


Total Taels. 89. 7. 


en Opium intended for the 
interior of the province, imported 

native vessels from Hongkong, oe 
all a duty of Taels 38.4 only, instead of 
a duty of Taels 89.7 which would be 
levied upon it, if it passed through Can- 
ton, being a saving of Taels 51.3 per 
chest ; and, of course, with this premium 
upon it, none but what is required for 
local consumption is imported into this 


city. 

Naturally it may be asked, why should 
this difference exist? That at Canton, 
the provincial city, the duty per chest 


of the native. Ind 


oo 
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Of: late years native-grown opium has 
been on the increase. It is produced 
chiefly in the proyinces of -Yun-nan, 
_Kwei-chow, : Sze-chwan, Shan-si, Shen-si, 
and Kwang-tung, which are Southern 
provinces. It is also grown in some of 


the. Northern provinces. In quality some 


of it is not much inferior to Malwa 


opium, but in strength and flavour it is 
weaker. It varies, however, i in different 


places, that produced in Sze-chwan being 
ithe finest. Smokers prefers the Indian 


‘drug, although the price is double that 
the latter is chief- 


ily used for mixing with the former, in 


the proportion of »7/10 foreign and 3/10 


native. The production of native opium 
‘is now, however, forbidden by an Im- 
5 ey decree dated the 22nd of January, 
but it is doubtful whether this will affect 
‘the importation of Indian opium to any 
extent. 

Ricz.—There is generally a consider- 
able mer’ of this grain, but during the 
past. year none arrived in foreign vessels, 
but : quantities in native-craft—at 
the rate of at least 7,000 piculs per 
diem, more or less. — This is owing to the 
exaction of tonnage dues from foreign 
shipping, the cargo itself being free and 
freight on it too low to allow of the 
payment of tonnage dues. Efforts to 
relieve vessels from this levy have fre- 
quently been made, but in vain, and the 
result is the trade has been completely 
driven to Hongkong, from whence it is 
brought up in junks. 

. Wueat.—Large imports of this grain 
from Shanghai have -been made during 
the year to the estimated amount of 
113,697 piculs at a value of $306,984. 
It is said that, in anticipation of the 
cotton market at Canton being depressed, 
a great deal of the land usually put 
under cotton cultivation was sown with 
wheat, and hence the import. 

Ginsenc.—Ginseng is the root of a 

t which grows wild in Manchuria 
ait North of Corea and Japan. It 
is also imported from America under 
that name, but it is probably a different 
species, though assimiliating to the native 


production in the wren Maa ities for 


=, is so esteemed sages 
these being chiefl pnb Areas 
stomachic. » The-utede ta tk Sater 
dried root. The clarified is rendered 
translucent by steaming, skinning, and 
drying the fresh root. It is an Imperial 
monopoly, the finest being reserved for 
the Court at Peking and considered more 
ee in gold. The 


12,000 piculs more than in 1866. The 
stock too at the close. of the year was 
only 2,500 piculs against 9,400 piculs in 
1867 and 14,000 piculs in 1866. The 
country teas also—that is, teas made 
in, packed and sent down from the in- 
terior amounted to only 10 chops, weigh- 
ing 4,200 piculs against 28 chops in 1867, 

weighing 11,000 piculs. 

The following table gives the 6 
ssi. the past six years: 
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Some of these teas are prepared at 
Canton from the leaf sent down in bags, 
and scented and packed for the home 
market. 


The following gives the average mar” 
ket quotations for the year: 


The average value of the tael in British 
currency may be taken at 6s. ld, and 
the picul at 1334 lbs. avirdupois. — 

Sitk.—A large increase in quantity of 
raw, thrown and wild silk, is shown by 
the Custom House Returns for the 
1868 over the one 1867. 
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some sorts which have hitherto gone to 
Macao. Piece goods, ribbons, and sashes 
were rather under the usual amount. 
The following table* will shew the dif- 
ferences between the two years : 

Shewing an increase in raw and thrown 
silk of 2,411 piculs, value $ 894,021, 
and in wild raw 1,193 piculs, value 
$ 236,379, in the year 1868. 

Cassta.—The export of this product 
has increased during the year to the 
extent of 36,000 piculs in 1868, against 
24,600 piculs i in 1867. This was owing 
to an improved demand, which diverted 
a portion of it from the usual route to 
Macao. 

Suear.— The Customs Returns of 
sugar are short by at least 66,000 piculs, 
compared with the export of 1867 ; but 
probably that amount and a great deal 
more, was conveyed by junks to Hong- 
kong, where there is a large trade in it 
for Japan and other places. 

VeRMILION.—Not more than 59 piculs 
were exported. It is now manufactured in 
Hongkong chiefly, thus escaping duties 
and charges of various kinds. 

Inpico.—A good demand for this ar- 
ticle occasioned an increased manufac- 
ture, and the export improved by 900 
piculs over that of the year 1867. The 
total amount exported was 4,286 piculs, 
at a value of $192,865. It is manu- 
factured chiefly in Canton. 

Marrinc.—There was a falling off of 
at least 20,000 rolls compared with the 
export of 1867. Consequently, the stocks 
on hand are larger than usual. 

The above are the principal articles 
comprised in the Import and Export 
Trade of the port of Canton ; and all 
that can be said is, it has not receded, if 
it has not increased much. This appa- 
rent stationary position is due to the two 
Custom Houses, namely, the Foreign one 
under foreign supervision, through which 
all goods. imported or exported in foreign 
bottoms must pass for the levy of Treaty 
tariff duties ; and the Chinese one, which 
takes cognizance of Chinese junks and 
vessels, and has its own scale of duties 
according to the Imperial standard ; and, 
as this varies considerably from the 


_ foreign Treaty one, being generally more 


favourable, and the collection of duties 


4 


; 


House, thus proving that it was not a 
question of duties but of combination to 
keep the trade in possession. This pow- 
er of combining, on the part of the Chi- 
nese, is one of the most formidable ob- 
stacles the Foreign merchant has to 
contend with. The markets for cotton, 


piece goods, tea, silk, everything, in fact, 


both of foreign and native trade, are 
by the guilds, and no single 
individual Chinese dare act in opposition 
to their decrees. At times they goa 
little further than the law warrants, and 
in the year 1867, I was obliged to inter- 
fere and break up a cotton combination 
that threatened to make a monopoly of 
the trade,—to the great satisfaction of the 
brokers and outside dealers, who could 
not of themselves resist the power of 
the guild. During the past year, I have 
also been in collision with the Tea and 
Silk guilds on these grounds. It is the 
custom of the trade to take musters of 
teas to the foreign hongs for inspection, 
which are examined and tasted, and if 
approved of, the price is agreed on, on the 
understanding that the bulk of the tea 
when delivered will be equal to the mus- 
ter. All this having been arranged and 
the time of the chop’s arrival ascertained, 
the foreign merchant will engage tonnage 
by some vessel to be on the berth about 
that period. When the teas come down, 
however, they are found to be very infe- 
rior, badly made, badiy fired, mixed, and 
not unfrequently all but worthless. Un- 
fortunately, foreign merchants have not 
the power of combining like the Chinese, 
and competition—the great bane to a 
sound system of trade, exists to an un- 
limited degree. In this, of course, con- 
sists the security of the Chinese dealers. 
To throw up the contract would proba- 
bly entail no loss on them, as the chances 
are competition, or whatever else may be 
the cause, ensures as good and perhaps 
a better price than the original agree- — 
ment, but it would seriously injure the 
foreign purchaser, who, his tonnage hav- 
ing been engaged and advices having 
gone forward, would be awkwardly placed 
ae the failure of the contract. The 
brokers too who represent the owners 
will submit to no deduction, or, if to any, 
only such as is of little advantage. In 
the end the teas go forward, and the re- 
sults are shown by the advices from 
home,—sold without reserve—got rid of 


arbitration, by which delay might be 
avoided and any question which arose 
settled at once. Accordingly, I addres- 
sed the Chinese authorities on the sub- 
ject, but, after a long correspondence, 
the Tea guild refused any compromise 
and met my proposition by a counter one 
that teas found unequal to muster should 
be refused. This | knew was what the 
dealers were always ready to accept, and 
required no understanding or 

ment to effect. «So, finding all attempts 
at a settlement were hopeless, | re- 
quested the viceroy to issue a proclama- 
tion warning the teamen that in any 
case of fraud they would be severely 
punished. This proclamation was issued 
and has, I have been informed, had a 
very salutary effect, the brokers and 
dealers having become more amenable 
to reason. 


A complaint was made to me by a 
deputation of those interested in the silk 
trade, who represented the system of rob- 
bery that existed and frequent deterivra- 
tion of the silk shipped from this by 
damp and mildew. The bales on being 
opened at home were found to be short 
in weight, by the evident abstraction of 
some of the books, although the outside 
packing appeared undisturbed. The silk 
too was mildewed. There was a strong 
suspicion that the robbery was effected 
in transitu between Canton and the ship- 
ment of the silk at Hongkong, in the 
Peninsular and Oriental Steam Naviga- 
tion Company’s steamers, and certainly 
by Chinese, who alone could open and 
repack a bale of silk so that it could not 
be discovered. To this I could only reply 
by recommending a handsome reward be- 
ing publicly offered for such information 
as would lead to the conviction of the 
offenders ; and that, as regarded the mil- 
dew, I believed it was very difficult to 
prevent. The preparation of silk pre- 
disposed it to the absorption of atmos- 
pheric damp, and silk packed in rainy 
weather, although apparently dry, imbib- 
eda large amount of moisture, which, 
of course, was developed in the heat of 
the ship’s hold, and caused mildew. Per- 
haps, too, it was damped by the seller 
to increase the weight. I saw myself 
no remedy for this beyond great care on 
the part of the Silk Inspector, and, even 
with that, the large amount of silica and 
salt contained in the fibre, would always 
affect it injuriously in a hot, damp cli- 
mate like that of Canton. 


British Consulate, 
Canton, 3lst March, 1869. 
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I mention these two circumstances to 
show that the foreign tea and silk In- 
spectors at this port have not failed to 
endeavour to correct the evils and re- 
move the abuses they are subjected to, 
but the remedy is one so purely a matter 
of arrangement between themselves that 
other interference is all but useless. 
When combination and non-competition 
become the rule, they may hope for bet- 
ter things. 

I do not see that the prospects of for- 
eign trade, that is, trade in foreign hands 
is likely to improve. That there is an 
immense trade at Canton there can be 
no question, but it is in those of the 
Chinese. After all it is but a question 
of locality, for whether transactions take 
place here or at Hongkong is, as far as 
the foreign merchant is concerned, of no 
great consequence. Indeed, business is 
more simple and easy at the colony than 
here. Goods are sold and taken delivery 
of at the godowns by the Chinese pur- 
chasers, and the trouble of re-shipment 
to the Canton House and passing them 
through the Custom House, and paying 
duties on perhaps unsaleable merchan- 
dize, by which a loss of capital and in- 
terest is incurred, is all saved, and much 
other trouble and expense also. 

As regards exports of tea and silk, 
which still remain under foreign control, 
unless greater care is shown in regard 
to their selection and the state they are 
packed in—by which I mean their 
qualities and firing,—the reputation of 
Canton teas will suffer considerably. I 
think also the exportation of what are 
called “ Lie Teas,” a preparation of the 
leaves of a shrub, and without one par- 
ticle of tea in them, unless it be some 
dust sweepings rolled up with rice water 
—is much to be deprecated. There isa 
considerable traffic in this abomination 
for the home markets, for the purpose, 
doubtless, of mixing ; and it is regularly 
quoted like the true article. 

With these brief remarks I-elose my 
report of trade for the year 1868. Thiére 
is nothing very encouraging in it, I fear, 
but it must be remembered that Hong- 
kong is the depét of this port, and the 
returns of the Foreign Custom House do 
not represent the true trade of the port. 
I have taken them, however, as data in 
the preparation of this report, as well as 
information supplied by the Foreign Com- 
missioner of Customs, whose courtesy and 
readiness to oblige I take this opportunity 
of acknowledging. 


D. B. Ropertson, 
Consul. 
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SHANGHAI GENERAL CHAMBER OF CoMMERCE, 
SHaneual, 31st December, 1869. 


To the Right Honourable 


THE EARL OF CLARENDON, K.G., 


Her Britannic Majesty’s Principal Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs. 


My Lorp, 


His Excettency Sir Ruruerrorp Atcock, on his recent visit to Shanghai, courteously communicated to The Chamber of 
some members of this Chamber the leading features of the Revised Treaty with China, concluded by he wg cre Sg 
His Excellency at Peking on the 24th October last; and, from another source, the Chamber has been on the Supplemen- 
put in possession of the text of the Convention itself, with the accompanying Regulations.. On these, =e 
the Chamber begs leave to submit a few observations for the consideration of Her Majesty's 
Government. 

The opinion of this Chamber on the points of the Treaty of Tientsin which required revision, were The Treaty of 
already well known from the Memorial presented to H. M. Minister in 1867 and other documents. ort ag 
In these communications the Chamber expressed a decided opinion that the Treaty of Tientsin was, on Hence the Chamber 
the whole, well adapted to secure the objects for which it was made, and that it only failed in these me ee 
objects in so far as its stipulations w were neglected. The Chamber, therefore, in its Memorial of 1867 
urged — : | 

(1.) A further development of those principles of the old Treaty which had been proved by an extension of its 

experience to be productive of benefit to the populations of foreign countries, the population P™'Ples, and 
of China, and the respective governments; but above all, 

(2.) It urged that more efficient measures should be adopted to secure the implicit observance tye strict observance 

of these Treaty stipulations. . of its stipulations. 

The main purpose of all foreign treaties with China’is the extension of trade. It is for this 7, object of the 
purpose that the Chamber of Commerce exists, and it is presumably for the same purpose that European Treaties is the en- 
cuvernments maintain relatims with China. The interchenge of useful\commodities is held by all Schick civilized ey : 
civilised nations to be beneficial alike to the producers, the consumers and the intermediaries. The a ey 
Chamber of Commerce has therefore felt itself in accord with the views of all the governments and 
people of Europe and America in advocating the extension of commerce in China. 

The means at various times suggested for the improvement of trade in China may be briefly pacijity of transport 
summarised as facilities for the transport of Chinese produce from the interior to the coast ports, and poss Nona be sar ed 
of foreign manufactures and merchandise generally from the coast ports to the interior. The moted the introdue- 
introduction of foreign manufactures into China is now regarded as an object of primary importance Ai orang Chine. 
to foreiguers, but most especially to the population of Great Britain who depend so much on foreign 
markets for their subsistence; and the remarkable progress that has been made lately in this branch 
of trade, in consequence of the removal of a few of the obstacles which retarded it, has given an 
essentially practical turn to these questions, for it has disclosed a vast consuming power in China 
formerly only suspected, and it has demonstrated what are the most effective means of bringing the 
products of Western industry within the reach of the Chinese consumers, ~ 


The chief obstacles 
to the extension of 
trade are the diffi- 
culties of conveyance 
aud excessive inlanc 
taxation, which have 
oe on partially met 
by the Treaties of 
Nanking in 1842 
an | of Tientsin in 
1838. They hav, 
failed chiefly in deal- 
ing with inland 
cluties. 


These have been 
rezulated within a 
stall area with ex- 
Cciient effect, 


and the area ought 
to be extended, 


The application of 
steam transport also 
demands encourage- 
ment, 


Specific measures 
proposed are sub 
sidiary to these main 
objects. 


From this point of 
view the Chamber 
will consider the 
Kevised Treaty. 


Opening of two ports 


9 
~ 


The obstacles to the growth of this trale hive boon briefly the difficulty, delay and expense of 
transit, and irregular anl exeossive inlind taxition. The efforts of. merchants and offizial representa- 
tives of foreign Governments have be. dire ste | towards overcoming these obstacles. The’ first great 
success in this direstion was achieve! by the Treaty of Nanking, which opened five new ports, thus 
shortening the dist; Mave between the foreiza morchant wnd the consumer of his goods. The second 
great success was the lreaty of Tieutsiv, waish opene | five more ports on the coast, and three on the 
Great River, These advanzes have been followet by an enormous increase in both the export and 
import trade in China. 

Where these arrazements have mst conspisuously failed has been, in the attempt to deal with 
the. question of inland duties. In the Troaty of Nanking, the important concession was 
obtained that foreign goods would be allowel to pass free of duty to every part of the Chinese 
empire on payment of a fixel chirge. The amount of this commuted charge was never 
determined, and the stipulation in tie Treaty remiinel a dead letter. This was the state of affairs 
when the Tiewiy co. Tientsin was under nex tiation, and in that instrument a considerable step 
in advance was made in the application of the principle of commutation. Narrowing the 
sphere of its opecation, withont abandoning in principle the general concession obtained in 
the Nanking Treaty, a certain measure of success was obtained by the late Lord Elgin in the 
endeavour to reduce or commute the inland taxes on merchandize, on an equitable basis. The 
principle established by Lord Elgin was that any British subjezt might convey goods to or from 
the interior free of taxation, on payment of a fixed duty of 24 per cent. ad valorem in addition 
to the Tariff duty, it being optional with B ‘itish subjects to avail themselves of this arrangement 
vr not. The various interpretations which have from time to time been put upon this agreement, 
successively more and more favouring a restrictive reading, the neglect to give the natives the benefit 
of similar privileges, and the circumscribed area within which the arrangement has been accepted 
by the Chinese have limited its alvantages in a degree not contemplated by Lord Elgin. Yet 
even with these restrictions the agreement has been productive of most important benefits to trade : 
and it seemed to the Chamber that nothing better could be desired than to render its operation more 
complete, and to widen instead of narrowing the meaning of the privilege. This was the tenor of the 
suggestions the Chamber of Commerce submitted with reference to the revision of the ‘Treaty. 


Another point on which the Chamber laid great stress was the improvement of communication, 
that is the substitution of cheap, safe and rapid transport by steam for the slow, dangerous and costly 
methods at present in use ; and it urged the perfect success of the experiment so far as it had been 
made as a reason for an extension of the same. system. 


The main object of the Chamber's solicitation being the improvement of transport and the 
adjustment of transit taxes for the benefit of trade, the specific, measures recommended have been 
subservient to the end in view, the attainment of which, however, by any other means would have 
been equally acceptable. If, for example, the right of residence in the interivr was urged, it was as a 
means of checking the irregular local-levies on. goods; and if the efficient working of Chinese coal 
mines was recommended, it was as a means of supplyingSebeap fuel for steam-boats, and thereby 
improving the communication on the coast and in the interior as far as steam was permitted to be used. 


It is in their bearing on these central questions that the provisions of ‘the new Treaty must be 
considered by the mercantile hody ; and it is hoped that this explanation of the point of view from 
which the Chamber of Commerce regards these questions, may obviate any. misconception as to the 
tendency of the remarks which follow. ‘Without further preface, therefore, the Chamber will proceed 
to the consideration of the more prominent features of the new Convention. 


The opening of a new port on the coast, Wén-chow, (Art. VI.) and of another intermediate port on 


is ‘good in its degree, the River Yang-tsze, Woo-hoo, (Art. XITI.) are steps in the direction of progress ; and the Chamber of 
but important fields 
in the interior where. 
steam coul | he effec- 
tively introduced 

have been neglected. 


Commerce believes that benefit will follow. But the Chamber cannot help expressing its disappointment 
that no advance has been made in opening the Great River higher up than Hankow ; that important 
openings for commerce on the River Han have been passed over ; and that the large producing and con- 
- suming province of Hoo-nan, drained by the navigable rive® Seng has been neglected. The extraordin- 


‘ary development of trade which has been eausegyby the opening ofthe Great river to foreign steamers 


so far is a‘guarantee of similar satisfactory results should a further extension be agreed to. The rich 
and populous province of Szechuen would become an important market for foreign goods, and would 
probably furnish some further articles of export to foreign countries, a desideratum which has been 
often felt in the trade. The advantages which have accrued to commerce from the partial opening of 
the Yung-tsze, and the advantages to be expected fron wn ees —ere 


3 


a Report to the Chamber by delegates sent to examine the pulject, a copy of which is herewith 


submitted. 


The jromieed opening of some of the numerous coal mines in China, (Art. XII.) would be a Opening of coal 


matter of great satisfaction to the Chamber, if it could rely on its being carried out effectively. 
But the arrangements are so undefined, and appear to be left so much to the discretion of the Provi 


mines is good if 
faithfully carried 
n- out; but the permis- 
sion is. too limited, 


cial Authorities, that facilities for evading the agreement without committing an open breach of and the wording of 


Treaty are amply provided, and the Chamber can only express its doubts as to the practical value of 
this apparent concession. 


are already extcnsively worked by the natives. The desideratum is only foreign machinery and 
engineering skill, and this is precisely what is not secured by the Convention. 


the Treaty leaves 
much room for 


Two out of the three localities in which the permission is granted evasion, 


The new Rules for travelling and residence in the interior (Rule 7) are far from meeting The probibition of 


the actual wants, 


: h 
The prohibition of any but the primitive: mode of locomotion in use by the vrei relling is unsatis- 


e use of steam in 


Chinese leaves the privilege of travelling in no better a position than it is in at present, as is very ‘tory. 
clearly pointed ont in a letter from Count de Lallemand, Minister of France, to Sir Rutherford 
Alcock, dated 9th August, 1868. The right conceded of travelling on the rivers in a “ foreign- 
owned ” yessel is of no appreciable value, for it is of no consequence to a person availing himself of 
the right of travelling in whose vessel he goes, but it is of importance to accomplish a voyage against 
~a current in two days, which at present occupies three weeks, and this is the point at which the 
new Treaty stops short. . | 

The right of residence also is restricted by rules which greatly diminish the value of the 


privilege. 


exhibit his name on the door. 


tight of residence 


A merchant may hire a house in an inland city, and transact business, but he must not ™ the interior ts 
saddled with sus- 


clandestine manner, which is not calculated to ensure respect for foreign merchants. Moreover, 
it is stipulated in the Regulations attached to the Treaty, that a foreign merchant is not to interfere 
to protect his landlord from taxes. ‘The Chamber cannot but regard this provision with suspicion, 
since the very purpose for which residence in the imterior has been sought by the Chamber is to 
afford the merchant an opportunity of protecting his merchandize from illegal taxes. - 

It is not probable that the privilege of residing in the interior would be very extensively taken sii it 
advantage of. . If the. Chinese Government respects its obligations in the matter of transit, and 


other levies on goods, there would not be such strong ground for merchants seeking the privilege 


? 


whatever might reasonably be demanded in the name, and as a common right of humanity, To 
deprive the merchant residing in the interior of the power of protesting against imposts whether on 
the house in which he lives or on the goods which he buys and sells, which unduly burden his trade 


is therefore to give him the shadow without the substance, and is likely enough to render the apparent 


concession worthless for business purposes. 
No difference of opinion can exist as regards the beneficial nature of the agreement— bythe The intention to 

Chinese government to franie a Code of Rules for mercantile: transactions, (Art. LX); and of the pro- 

mised international Court. 3 . 
There are also several matters more of detail than of seineiple proyided for in the New Treaty 


which cannot but prove advantagevus to trade. Among these are Bonded Warehouses, and other 


This restriction places him in the false position of appearing to act in a picious conditions. 


the right chiefly as a 
check on illegal 
exactions on mer- 
chandize, 


frame a code of rules 
is regarded with 
satistaction. 


Bonded Warehouses 
and other detatis 
will also prove hene- 


business facilities. But these and such like provisions being urgently dcmanded in the interest of na- ficial. 


tives as well as foreigners can hardly be leoked upon as concessions for which cousideration vught to 


be given on either side. 
But the most important atone in the Kevised Treaty is beyond deubt the question of Transit The Transit Due 
Dues, as contained in Articles III] and 1V. The difficulties in the way of a practical solution of this 
question have been felt to be great, and numerous suggestions have becn from time to time made by Treaty. 
the Chamber of Commerce and by individual merchants, from all of which the settlement arrived at The solution offered 
in the Supplementary Convention ¢iffers materially; but that is no reason why it should not be 
* equally acceptable if it meets the case. 
Art, LIT. runs as follows:—It is agreed that articles of the following classes and cnominations, namely, 


- 
< 


Cotton, Linens, Wovllens and Cotton Mixtures, &€., imported by British merchants, shall pay 
both Import Duties and Transit Does simultaneously at the time of importation ; on the 
other hand China agrees that the above mentioned commodities imported by British 
merchants and having paid Import Duties and Transit Dues: siunitaneously. at the time 
of importation, shall be exempt from all other taxes and charges whatseever, in treaty port 
provinces. 


welcomes this explicit admission of the right which it has always claimed was 


| - Trade by the Treaty of Nanking, viz.,— that Foreign Goods, irrespective of ownership, 


clause is the import- 
ant feature of tie 


is different from 
those advocated hy 


the Chamber. 


The declaration that 
foreign goods in the 
poss. ssion of natives 


4 an oetitie to traverse the empire freely for a fixed payment of Transit duty. The concession is now are are entitled to the 


. made in ieee which cannot be misconstrued, and though certain limitations, geographical and 


Transit Due pri- 
vilege is important ; 


but as payment of 
commutation is 
made compulsory 
it will infhet a 
burden on trade if 
Chinese obligations 
are not fulfilled. 


Experience suggests 
grave doubts on this 
pot. 


The administrative 
system of China 
offers serious ob- 
stacles. 


Provincial Revenues 
not provided for, 


Can the Imperial 

(,overnment over- 
ride the claims of 
Provincials?! 


[It has shown no 
will or power to do 
so heretofore. 


The farming of Im- 
perial barriers offers 
another serious difh- 
culty, 


as was well illus- 


Kwan barrier in 
13508. 


that one barrier has 
caused an enormous 
increase in trade; 


trated by the Hwai- 


4 


otherwise, are attached to it, it cannot be denied that it will confer a boon on trade,—if carried out, 
There is, however, the alternative of its not being carried out to be considered ; and in this view it 
is important to note a new/elément which has been introduced into the Supplementary Convention, 
viz., the compulsory paym c. ‘the commuted Transit Dues, which hitherto has been optional with 
the foreign merchant. sani the new agreement be not observed by the Chinese government, 
trade, instead of being benefitted by the Treaty, will be simply subjected to an additional burden. 
The value of the new Treaty, therefore, depends on the guarantees that may be exacted for its ful- 
filment, and this is the point which the Chamber is most anxious to press on the attention of H. M. 

yovernment. All experience unfortunately leads to the conclusion that the new Transit Duty clause 
will not be effective, and if the Chamber indicates some of the points in which it is most likely to 
fail, H. M. Government may be aided in forming its own opinion as to the probabilities of the successful 
working of the new agreement. 


The fiscal and governmental systems of the Chinese offer a serious obstacle. The provinces of 
China, as H. M. Government is aware, are treated by the Emperor's government almost as tributary 
states, the provincial Governors being bound to send contributions to Peking according to their ability, 
these contributions as well as the larger portion of the ordinary Customs’ Revenue forwarded from 
the provinces to the capital being practically withdrawn from the general administrative purposes of 
the country. Under these circumstances it has been felt that it would be an injustice to make such 
terms with the Imperial Government as would deprive the provincial authorities of their natural Revenue, 
and taxes on goods in transit are a recognised source of revenue to them. - This particular difficulty 
has been tacitly admitted as a palliation of the refusal by many of the provincial dithorities to give 
effect to the existing transit arrangement; and with this state of affairs before it the Chamber of 
Commerce has €ndeavoured by various suggestions to meet the claims in question by paying over the 
commutation for Transit Dues to the Provincial instead of into the Imperial Exchequer. The difficulty 
is now assumed to have been suddenly overcome, and though no stipulation as to the manner p which 
the distriLution, if any, of the new levy is to take place has been made public, the Imperial Yovern- 
ment undertakes for a payment made to itself to frank foreign arene ever the empire. Is it ble and 
willing to do this? 

The facts have been that, wherever the carrying out of the Transit system has been opposed by 
the local governors (and that is almost everywhere), it has remained a dead letter, for the Imperial 
Government has taken no efficient action to put it in foree. -- 


But there is another branch of the fiscal system of the Chinese which is directly opposed to the 
working of the new Transit agreement. Not only does the Peking Government exact tribute from the 
provinces, but it has established barriers on the great water routes for the express purpose of 
taxing merchandise in transit for the direct benefit of the Peking Treasury—that is to say, the 
barriers are farmed out to speculators who are held independent of the provincial authorities. How 
the government proposes to reconcile the claims of that class with the stipulation in the new Treaty 
is not explained. 


The effect which these establishments have on trade was well illustrated last year ia the case of 
the Hwai-kwan barrier on the Grand Canal, 90 miles from the Treaty port of Chinkiang. The 
proprietor of the station who had farmed the dues from the Peking Government, resisted the opera- 
tion of the Transit Pass provision, and went the length of maltreating and imprisoning the native 
agents of British firms who were engaged in convéying goods through the barrier under Transit Pass 
issued by the Custom House at Chinkiang. The opposition of that official was so determined that 
the Transit Passes were in danger of going out of use altogether,.as. Europeans could not possibly 
accompany their goods on every occasion, Trade was almost stopped for a time at Chinkiang in 
consequence of these difficulties. By a singular coincidence the outrage on Missionaries at Yaugchow 
in the same neighbourhood oceurred nearly at the same time, and the denionstration by which Mr. 
Consul Medhurst obtained redress for that outfage, was brought to bear also on the incumbent of the 


The settlement with barrier. Under the pressure thus applied he relinquished his pretensions, and from that time no at- 


tempt has been made to dispute the validity of Transit Passes on that line of The stimulus 
the removal of that one obstacle has given to the trade of Chinkiang 1s almost i I> The quan- 
tity of Grey-cotton goods disposed of at that port in the first half of 1869, hhas boda 171,503 pices 
against 54,873 pieces in 1868, the increase being in a great measure traceable to the settlement made 
with this one barrier. And as the quantity of foreign goods that pass through the barrier in a given 


ee 
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space of time in 1869 is more than tenfold what it amounted to in the same space of time in 1867, it 
cannot bé doubted that the moderate commutation of 24 per cent on the greater quantity supplies a 
a larger revenue than the most excessive levies could have done on only one-tenth of the business, 
so that while trade has gained, the Chinese Revenue must have gained also. But it is quite certain ptr digi ou sige 
that a naval force would never have been put in motion to redress the barrier grievance by itself— adopted with other 
indeed, as it was; H. M. Government. disapproved of the demonstration that was made—and it is es pee 

equally certain that no other means that have ever been tried would have had the least effect on the 
practices of the establishment in question,—and the Hwai-kwan barrier is only one of hundreds dis- 
tributed all over the country and conducted on similar principles. — 

In order therefore to give effect to the agreement in the new Convention it is evident to the To put the new 
Chamber that the Chinese Government must make some very material changes in its financial system. ite ms ‘sce e 
An entire revolution in the mode of raising and of applying the Revenue would indeed be regarded revolution in China, 
with satisfaction by all who take an intelligent interest in China. If the Government at Peking really 
made itself a.central' government, and assumed the responsibility of administering the finances of the 
empire, it might be hoped that such calamities as rivers breaking their embankments because the 
funds collected to keep them in repair had been applied to the private use of the local officials, would 
not occur, and that such important lines of communication as the Grand Canal would not be allowed to 
run dry merely because some unprincipled official neglected to keep his portion of it in order But such 
a revolution, however desirable, is not to be easily nor rapidly accomplished, and it will require some 
stronger evidence than is to be gleaned from a mere inference from a clause in a foreign Treaty to 

make the Pape even credible. The faithful performance of the agreements contained in the new 
convention requires that a financial revolution should take place in China, but the alternative, that 
the convention will not be faithfully performed is unfortunately the more probable. 

But even if it be assumed that both the barrier question and the question of taxation on goods But if the Barrier 
generally are satisfactoriiy disposed of there would remain other means of indirectly burdening the — cece oe 
goods in a way that the Convention does not seem especially to provide against. When the Transit goods were dispose! 
Pass system was enforced in the case of Silk coming from the interior to Shanghai, the simple expe- a ee + 
dient of taxing the Silk hongs in the Country was resorted to and is at present in force, so that the taxing trade which 
Silk trade enjoys no benefit from the Transit privilege, but on the contrary it pays the full Transit the on 
and Export Duty, and indirect taxes levied on the dealers besides, which bring the whole payment to 
nearly treble the amount authorised by Treaty. Within the limits of the foreign settlement of Shanghai 
manufactured goods imported from Europe which have paid full Import Duty, are again taxed by the 
local officials at a higher rate than the Treaty stipulates should indemnify them from taxation all over 
the empire. An attempt to levy this local tax on the goods as they left the foreign warehouses was 
indeed successfully resisted as a palpable infraction of the Treaty ; but this merely -necessitated a re- 
sort to other means, and the tax is now levied on the native dealers, the guilds being made responsi- 
ble for its regular payment. Seeing then that the whole Treaty allowance of inland duty is thus ex- 
ceeded before the goods have travelled a quarter of a mile from the importer’s warehouse ; and that 
this regular evasion of the terms of the Treaty is carried on openly, under the eyes of the foreign 
merchant, and in presence of the iargest Consular aud Custom House staff in China, what is to be ex- 
pected at the numerous inland stations where no such checks exist! The indirect method of evading 
the Transit clause has also been adopted as regards Tea in the districts of Hoopeh. And if even the hong 
tax failed, a poll tax on the dealers in certain goods might be instituted,—in short, there are inuumer- 
able means of evasion, where open resistance to the Treaty provision is not resorted to. For, though 
the Convention is ostensibly Tevelled specially at the li-kin or war tax, it has been declared by Sir 
Rutherford Alcock to cover not only Provincial and Barrier Dues, but local and irregular levies of all 
kinds, and indirect taxes, such as a house tax, when imposed as a substitute for a tax on merchandise. 

Taking Rule 7, appended to the new Convention, as bearing on this point, it would appear to the + 
Chamber that the strange provision to the effect that British merchants occupying hongs in the a 
interior, are not to interfere to protect their Chinese landlords from taxation, affords exactly the ™eet them. 
luophole the authorities would desire to enable them to escape from their obligations. 

The presumption therefore against the fulfilment of the Transit clauses in the new Convention, 


It is almost a «« 
amounts almost to a certainty. If the Chinese Government is disposed to reform its internal adminis- salen that the (ht. 


tratioun—of which there is no evidence whatever—it will even under favourable circumstances be a com er 


the new 
slow process. But in the meantime, by the new Convention, foreign trade.is made to pay in advance Tad, 
the: price of a privilege which can only be given effect. to-after the Chinese reform has been — 
pee ergaaa a a ene aeey wares, “it is suggested (by his colleagues) that 


6 


und that the com- hothing is really certain but the addition of 2} per cent. to'the import duties.” The conclusion is 
yulsory paymeat of 
l'ransit Dues wiil 


wes an ren by the new Treaty, will simply become an additional tax on trade without any return whatever, ani 
Airuen On trace, 


irresistible that, to a very great extent, the conimntation of Transit Dues which is made compulsory 


that the provincial authorities will as heretofore tax goods in transit very much as they please, thé 
Treaty stipulations to the contrary notwithstanding. 


And no means of re- Seeing then that the merchant—or rather the trade generally, for the manufacturing population 

aor or veen of England is the class chiefly interested—is placed at this great disadvantage of having to part with 
his money on the faith of a Treaty which he believes will be evaded, the next important question is, 
what means of redress and restitution are provided ? and what likelihood is there of these being put in 
force? Here ayain, the Chamber is bound to say the new ‘Treaty is defective: Sir Rutherford Alcock 
did mention, in conversation, that the fund from which reclaims would be met would be the Custom’ 
Duties at the nearest Treaty port, and that the Foreign Customs’ officials are to examine, an! 
probably adjudicate on such claims. Neither in’ the text of the Treaty, however, nor in the Reguila- 
tions appended, is any such provision to be found.’ And if it were, it would afford no real guarantee 
to the merchant. ™ | 

Satisfactery evi- The first difficulty encountered would be the procuring of evidence. The goods sold by foreimm 

dence of miand ex- 


tortions would be 


almost, impossible to extortion would induce them to come forward and give evidence against the officials. And if they 
procure from Chi- ‘ ; 
nese dealer by were ever so willing, in the majority of cases it would involve so much trouble and loss of time to 


whom nearly the return to a Treaty port and prosecute a reclamation im overcharges, that the matter may be 
whole trade would 


be done, — considered impracticable. Goods change hands many-times and pass through many taxing places 


merchants must be conveyed into the interior by Chinese, and it is well known that no amount of 


on their way to the consumer in the distant interior; but it would be out of the question to expect 

these intermediaries, strangers to foreigners and foreign treaties, to make long journies to Consular 

ports for the purpose of furnishing proofs of illicit charges to the foreign importer, who alone, 

be abl k claim for refund. Withi anited are: 

vere dificch im it appears, would ever be able to make good a cli 0 in a limited area 


Chinese Agents of it is feasible for foreigners to send their Chinese agents, either to convey goods short distances 

foreigners through 

whom a small mg 

— might be 
OMe, 


into the interior, or to purchase and bring down native produce. But the amount of business that 
can be done on such terms is a bagatelle compared to the whole interest at stake. Even in 
such cases, however, it has been found that the barrier officials and others quickly discover tht 
written receipts may be brought up against them as evidence, and consequently decline givitiy 
them, simply refusing to allow the goods to pass until the amounts demanded have been pai. 
Thus the victim of the extortion is deprived of documentary evidence, and the mere testimony of 
Chinese has been held by Sir Rutherford Alcock insufficient to establish a claim for redress. It may 
‘be presumed that more weight wou.d be attached to the oral testimony of Europeans ; but, from the 
and from foreigners nature of the case, it is hardly possible tv procure this kind of evidence. It is possible occasionally 
sacar aceoer “to send an experimental shipment of gouds in charge of a European to a shor: distance ; but the 
goods as an experi- taxing officials, who know they are breaking the Treaty, are likely enough to waive their demands i» 
ape his favour, and thus his ohject in seeking evidence of habitual extortion, as practised on natives 
similarly engaged, would be frustrated. Even the notorious Hwai-kwan barrier official made this 
concession to Europeans when they appeared in person. 


Thus, then, it is obvions that such evidence of illegal exactions in the interior as would be 
deemed satisfactory is virtually unobtainable. And the merchants who/have paid the Transit Ducs 
to frank their goods all over the empire, will have small chan-e of recovering the further charge: 
which they may be subjected to. : 


cepted the actual ‘ ee , ee 
restitution would be CU2*s for imposts illezally levied are provel in such @ manner as to be uuchallengeable, there 


also next to im- remains the important question of actual recovery, and this has heretofore been the most diticult of 
— ‘all. When cases of reclamation arise the aggrieved party applies to the Consul, who ors 
through certain formal correspondence with the native authorities which is soon found to be 

unprofitable, and as a last resource the matter is referred to Peking ; “and then (writes Sir R. Alcock) 

a. commences an interminable series of references backwards and forwards,—a see-saw of correspondence 
on both sides between the ports and the capital, and no final solution is ever arrived at.” If the 

matter is still pressed by the merchants, it is ultimately referred to the Home Government, as in the 

case of the “ Sung-yang” claims, and the merchant at last gives up all hope of redress, But even in 

cases where the Chinese authorities cannot escape an admission that thé'Glaim is a just one, and go 


the length of ordering, or professing to order, the provincial authorities to make the payment that 
ee ee Pek WEEE dae Watt ae RO me faite: ‘i 


If evidence were ac- “i But even supposing these obstacles to procuring evidence overcome, and the reclaims by mer 


- 
‘ 


does not at all settle the matter. There are claims pending now called the Nanzing duties,* 
whieh were acknowledged to be just by the Peking government many years ago and settled so far 
an negotiation could settle them, but which, with the exception of a portion of the amount, remain 
unpaid to this day. 

The Chamber has good reason, therefore, to fear that merchants will not be successful in 
recovering sums wrongly exacted after the new Treaty shall have come into operation. 

. The Chamber would be the last to overlook. or disparage the reai benefits which the Transit 
clanse in the Treaty of Tientsin has conferred on trade, for, limited as has heen the application of 
these provisions, the result has been satisfactory beyond ordinary expectations. 
Chamber believe that the new.'Treaty would not be to some extent obeyed. The promulgation of an 
lmperial edict.declaring in explicit terms that Foreign merchandize, by the fact of its being such, 
is free from all taxation whatever, could not be wholiy barren of results, and one or two of the 
most accessible barrier stations would have to seccumb to the new order of things. But the carrying 
out of the new Treaty, in anything. like its integrity, depends on so many highly improbable events 
that, in the opinion of this Chamber, it would be too one-sided a bargain to make the foreign mer- 
chants pay down an extra duty without any guarantees of an equivalent more satisfactory than 
those hitherto possessed. The Chamber is unwilling to cast doubts either on the good faith or 


Nor does the 


eficiency of the Chinese Government, but experience justifies suspicion on both points, and if this The Chinese Go- 


vernment should 
first prove its ability 
and inclination to 
carry out its share 
of the bargain, be- 
fore receiving the 


(sovernment really means to reform its system, it would be well to see first whether there is any 
reasocable prospect of its succeeding, before making over to it an extra duty which it only claims 
as the reward for that radical reform. To quote again the remarks of Sir Rutherford Alcock 
“It would seem reasonable that, during the first year at least, all amounts collected under the new 

arrangement as transit or barrier dues, should be carried to a separate account by the Maritime 


> 


Customs, and held in_ reserve to meet any claims for compensation in cases of loss or prejudite 
sustained by failure of execution.’ '—({Memo. of 8th September, 1868, to Tsung-li-yamun.) That is 
» say, the Chinese should first prove their will and power to carry out their portion of the bargain 
before they received the recompense,—a safe principle, but unfortunately discarded in the Treaty 
itself. 


* MEMORANDUM OF CLAIMS FOR REFUND OF ILLEGAL LEVIES OF SILK TAX. 


Date of Claims. Claimant. Locality. | Amt. in $| Amt. in Ts. 
1861 | Taels. 
June 21 Dent and (Co. . ~ * «| Nanzing | 106 530 
Py 26 Jardine Matheson and Co. . : Huchow {| — 365 
5. 29 Richardson - . . - . do. | — 315 
August 16 Do. Rt Br uti ia Nanzing | 200 ae 
ee 19 Lindsay and ae ee Ne! oe oe 630 
ee 21 Jardine, Matheson and Co. . . Nanzing a 945 
September 7 Lindsay and Co. - . - - - | Huchow | — 975.4.4 
z 25 OR 8 Hw Nanzing § — 310 
- 28 Do. - . 7 ns . Huchow —_ 110 
a 28 * Lindsay and Co. . - ee do. | 402 1,430 
October 3 Richardeon  Bivrehe ; eile. . do. | -— 260 
a 10 Johnson and Co. . ee do, | - 510 
30 + Jardine, Mathesonand Co. - -~ =. 213 4,315 
July ll G.Brandandt'o,  - . - (Sp. Dollars) 143 826.4 
- 16 eee pe a ae : oe 50 
October 25 t C. L. Richardson : al . - ~- 7 
| $1,190 /Tls.11,571.8.4 
* Also Cash 228.000 Bet ener 
+ 9 »» 400.000 | 
Pa ar , 225.595 ; ) Be 
1,203. 595 


Mrenuo:—This list is compiled from the correspondence (Chinese) for 1861. 


it is not possible to state whether the above comprise all the claims sent in.. 


(Sd.) W. 8S. F. MAYERS,—Jnterpre 
SUMMARY. - oe 
Amount of Claims for ae cee 
Dollars vs. se (Qys Mex.) 1,190 = Sh. Taels 892.50 
H. Tacls +* * eee 11,571.84 = ” 12,591 03 
Cash oes 1,203,595 — » 802.00 


i ipo 


Total es a which the he Consul has record Tis, 


1 53 
Amount Returned in til drawbacks . is on 


Tis. 6,962.43 3 = Sh. Tis. oe 
_ Balance unpaid_ Tis. 6,820.38 


ee RUM ot 6 ios, eialited fue the chore ecnsiating of Tle, & 700, Dollars 1,068, aad Cash 255, 190. 


extra duty. 


No list having been kept at the time, 


If the Peking Government be sincere in its engagement tc gnarantee fora consideration 
that inland taxation shall be withdrawn, (and its sincerity is taken for granted in the new 
Treaty) it can offer no valid objection to the payment of the consideration being made optional, 
for the commutition is certain in that case to be universally taken advantage of, and to yield as 
large a revenue as would be raised under the compulsory system. 


The execution of the The Chamber would now bez respectfully to point ont that the observance of Treaties in China 
Treaty by the re Se Be : Ne 
Chinese depends on depends in a very great degree on the action of foreign powers, and if H. M. Government is not 


fore en Gov cp oigees disposed to insist on a due observance of at least the plain business articles of the Treaty, then 
Insisting On iW or 


hot, the Chamber deprecates a bargain which involves the forced payment, by foreign merchants, of a 
large sum of money with no better guarantee for its expected equivaieut than the promise of a 


4 . . Ags " os Government that has hithertc shown such indifference to its engagements. And this Chamber therefore 
the Zransit Dues prays that the Transit Dues arrangement may not be accepted without at the same time an assur- 
i © me cots tle gag ance being givén to the manufacturing and commercial communities of England and China that the 


sgt in ph gee numerous claims for redress, which will be the offspring of the new Treaty will receive efficient sup- 
ive manner the 

claims which will port from H. M. Government. - 

arise out of it. 


The Chamber of Commerce is of opinion that the system of optional commutation of Transit 
[Existing provision is 


sufficient, if extend- Dues at present partially in force possesses many advantages over tant proposed in the New 
ed te natives, as may 


now easily veacge Sa Treaty. It is already respected by the authorities in certain places, and is becoming better 


kndéwn in the interior of the country. The thing needed to give fuller effect to it is the 
recognition by the Chinese authorities that the Transit Dues privilege attaches to the goods 
themselves, irrespective of the individual in whose temporary possession they may be found, a 
principle which is in as fall accordance with the spirit and intention of the Treaty of Nanking as 
it is with justice and sound pelicy. The chief defect of the existing provision is the exclusion of 
natives from the privilege of taking out Transit passes in their own name. But since the 
Supplementary Conveniion so plainly asserts what this Chamber has always contended for, that it 
is the méf@handize and not the merchant that is intended to be covered by the concession, it 
would appear that no difficulty would now be experienced in modifying Article XXVIII of the 
Treaty of Tientsin in harmony with the doctrine so clearly laid down. i 

Native merchants If in spite of the notorious opposition of a majority of their own authorities the Chinese 

are very desirous of 


availing themselves 
of the privilege. both imports and exports, bat more particularly the former, as is shown by the existing state of 


people have hitherto shown so great a desire to possess themselves of Transit passes protecting 


Trade at.Chinkiang and other places, and by the fact that they are willing to pay for the use of 
foreign ngmes, it may reasonably be concluded that under a sysiem of certificating goods which 
would have the honest support of the authorities, and be lawfal alike for the native and the foreigner, 
and not as now for the foreigner alone, the practice would. become.universal throughvut the 
Empire to the great benefit of Trade, and without danger of injury to any one, 


Foreign merchants The Chamber has never sought exclusive Commercial privileges for Foreiguers in China, nor 
nook 1s exclave would it feel confidence in any that were grauted on a basis so essentially vicious and unjust. 
privilege. J g y J 

The.natives of China have heretofore enjoyed the chief benefit. from Foreign Trade, and no Trade 


in this country would deserve the sanction of international covenants’ which -had not the 


improvement of the condition of the natives for one of its most fundamental conditions. It may 


_Chjnese Goverrment not be incredible perhaps to H. M. Government that Chinese s{:tesmen are neither alive to their 
‘Teglects the interests 
of the people. 


own true interests nor wisely careful for those of their people. Aad certain passages in the 
communications that were interchanged last year among the diplomatic body at Peking during 
the discussions on Treaty Revision evince on the. part of the High Chinese Officials, either great 
indifference to the natural rights of the--Chinese. people, er great. insincerity as regards their 


engagements with Foreigners. In. ove of. the memoranda which Prince Kang: «and. other.» = 


‘Ministers addressed to Sir Ratherford Alcock this observation occurs,— Lest the Foreign 
‘‘ Merchant should suffer by being wrongfully taxed a broad distinction has been made between 
“him and the Native Trader.” It is needless to enter in detail on the abuses. which must 
obviously result from such a state of things; it will be sufficient to quote the opinion of Mr. 
Dick, Commissioner of Customs, on the subject. “ It is impossible” he says in a letter to th 
Chamber of Commerce dated May Ist 1869, “ to administer properly @ tax which is based on i 
a principle as that of discriminating between the nationality of the owners of zoods.. Chinese 
Merchants expend @ cousiderable sum annually in paying Commissions to Foreiguers for enabling 
them to evade it.” The most charitable construction to be put ou the passage from the Peking 
Memorandum is that its author failed to comprehend the important question with: which he was 


Lag 
i 
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dealing ; for itshould not he forgotten that, the Chinese Government is ignorant of the modern from ignorance of 

discoveries in Political Eeonomy which have so vastly benefitied the civilised world. The most atc of liberal 

friendly act which the Western powers conld do therefore would be to enlighten the Chinese on 

thexe important subjects ; to shew them that inereased trade feeds and clothes the people, and 

that a thriving people.is the safest sapport of a good Government, The idea on which Chinese 

rnlers appear to proceed (while professing the reverse) that the interest of the people and of the 

Government are antagonistic, it should be the care of better instracted statesmen to dispel. The but the Chamber 

Chamber of Commerce at all events on behalf of the merchants of all nations desires to record its cre rent a 

distrust of any measure that does not rest on the broad foundation of the welfare of all concerned, does not take the in- 
terest of the people 

and in this apirit the Chamber deprecates the restriction implied in the language of Art. LT of into account. 

the Supplementary | Convention which specifies goods “imported by British Merchants” instend 

of British Goods, by whomsoever imported, as entitled to the privilege uf the Transit Dues 

ar rangement. 


The only other matters dealt with in the Supplementary Convention to which the Chamber desires Increased duties on 
to call attention are certain important concessions made to the Chinese Government in connection — 
with the Tariff. The duty on Silk exported from China is doubled (Art. XIII), and the duty on 
Indian Opium imported, is increased by 66 per cent. (Art. XII). Without some explanation, the 
Chamber is unable to understand these alterations ; four Sir Rutherford Alcock, in his memorandum 
of 8th September, 1868, deprecates any interference with the existing Tariff until a more compre- 
hensive revision, with a view to simplification, could be entered upon. 

The Chamber cannot dismiss this part of the subject without drawing the attention of H. M. nerngs peg! ae 
Government to the fact, that whereas in the nine provinces in which are Consular ports certain bese aibder poh 
descriptions of foreign goods are to circulate freely without -any certificate, in the remaining nine ce nebo a. 
provinces of China which have no Consular ports Transit Passes are necessary to free the goods from seem to be unneces- 
inland levies. And as regards the latter provinces further important restrictions have been imposed a 
by which the scope of the ‘Transit Dues privilege is seriously curtailed. The Certificate according to 
Clause 4 of Rule 1. appended to the Convention is only good for a specified place of destinaticn, after 
passing which the goods are expressly held “liable to whatever inland charges, &c. the locality they 
are found in coliects.” ‘This admission is a retrograde step, as it legalises what the Chamber has 
always regarded as an abuse. There are other conditions attached to the transmission of goods into 
the interior of the non-treaty port provinces, which seem little calculated to improve the position of 
the merchant. The clanse above quoted states that if on examination at a Customs’ station it is 
found that “ the Certificate is for a less quantity-than it is accompanied by, the goods concerned will 
be confiscated ;” and a fortiori they will be confiscated if accompanied by no Certificate at all, 

But seeing that the pre-payment of the ‘Transit Dues on all such goods is made compulsory, and that it 
is consequently impossible for any of the classes specified to be found in the interior that have not paid 
their full duty, and therefore impossible for any Revenue to be defrauded, there seems to he no 
reason for the introduction of the penalty of confiscation for what may be the accidental separation 
of the goods from the covering Pass. It wouid be sufficient that such an omission or accident should 
subject the goods to the ordinary transit taxes from which they had lost their protection. It may 
also follew from the provisions of Clause 4 of Rule I. that a diversion of a parcel of goods, from the des- 
tination originally fixed, to another which would have been equally covered by Transit Pass if previously 
declared woukl render the goods liable to confiscation. The practical effect therefore of Art. IIL 
and Rule [. as far as regards the non-treaty-port provinces will be to secure an increase of Revenue 
to the Chinese Gov ernment without committing it to any engagement that it is not bound to under 
the optional system How | in force (except that Chinese are to be put on the same footing as British 
| merchants) while trade will in fact be hampered with many new and unnecessary restrictions. These 
restrictions will appear more important when it is remembered that three of the largest consumers of They apply toa 
foteign manufactures are non-treaty port provinces, Hvonan, Honan and Szechuen. The ostensible ings g rtion of . 
gain in opening the little port of Woe-hoo on the River is that it adds one more to the list of the 
Treaty port provinces, and the important distinctions that have been made between the two sections és 
of the empire affords a powerful argument. in favour of the establishment of Cousular ports on the and afford a new 


{reat water routes in Szechuen aud Hoonan, if not also i in Honan. r rsa sy rll : 
A full exposition of the views of the Chamber-vf 2 on the iraportant question of Transit Water youten. 


Dues was submitted to FL E. Sir Rutherford Alcock ‘on the Lith November last, and as the paper pethe subject is ae 


in question is an exhaustive review w of the subject, it is forwarded herewith for the information of forwarded, 
H. M. Government. 
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The first proposal by the Chinese to double the duty on both Tea and Silk was strongly opposed 
by the representatives of France, North-Germany and Russia, and in consequence the. double duty 
on Tea appears to haye been abandoned. But the’ ‘amount so surrendered by the Chinese 
(Ts. 3,140,000 per annum) has been partly made good by the increased duty on Opium yielding an 
additional Tls. 1,250,000 of Revenue to China. As the immediate injury from the latter concession 
is sustained by the Revenue of British India, the representatives of other powers perhaps felt that it 
did not concern them. The Chamber, however, can hardly suppose the British Government will be 
so indifferent to the matter. 


If duty on Silk be The increase of the Silk Duty is only intelligible on the principle that the Tariff attached 

raised, then on to the Treaties of Nanking and Tientsin was based on an ad valorem duty of 5 per cent., a rate 
which has given entire satisfaction to the mercantile community. The Silk duty fixed in 1858 at 
Ts, 10 per picul has been found to fall short of 5 per cent. ad valorem in consequence of the extra- 
ordinary rise in the price of Silk. But seeing that China has no monopoly in the production of this 
article, and has to compete keenly with various other countries, it seems inconsiderate. to make. the 
present famine price of the article a reason for imposing a further burden on it. 


But if the plea of reducing the Tariff to its nominal 5 per cent. standard be the true reason for 
this proposed change, it naturally follows that those staples which now pay a duty much above that 
Tea it ought to be Standard, have a claim to be relieved of the excess. The most important item in that list is Black 
eens Tea which, according to Tables published by the Customs, pays a duty equal to upwards of -11 per 
cent. ad valorem, and yields to the Chinese Revenue tee 1,250,000 per annum in excess of a 5 per cent. 

duty. 


Opa already taxed Opium already pays, according to the Customs’ Tables of 1866-7, a duty of 6.76 per cent. ad 
ss the 5 per cent. svlorem, and it is now made to pay 10 per cent. or double the Tariff standard, which acts as'a protection 
to the increasing cultivation of Chinese puitees a species of ee which the government professes 


to discountenance. 

Sir Rutherford Alcock classes Tea, Silk and Opium as luxuries on which burdensome taxation is 
admissible ; but apart from the fact that there is room for a different opinion on the subject, at least 
as regards some of the articles, the enormous commercial interests involved in such a trade as Tea 
and Silk, ought to save them from any such fanciful treatment. 


The equivalents are The Chamber does not wish to ignore the fact that these two important modifications in favour 
> sae a ~~ of the Chinese Government, or at least against the interest of trade and of native industry, are set 
off against certain concessions on the other side. But an examination of these compensating items 
leads the Chamber to agree with Count de Lallemand, that the concessions we obtain are comparatively 


unimportant 


The increased Duty on Opium is balanced against— 
a—Right to travel in the intervor in native looking vessels, 

This right has been practically enjoyed since 1858, under the Treaty of Tientsin. 
b—Bonded Warehouses. 

Very useful, but a matter of detail which was in process of arrangement irrespective of the 
Conventiun. 
c—Tug-boat on Poyang Lake. 

This may prove useful or not as the Chinese choose to make it. 
d—Tea bonds to be done away with, ; 

This also is a matter of detail. These bonds have ceased to be necessary, and as they were 

imposed without Treaty, they could equally have been withdrawn without Treaty. 

e—C'oal Mines to be opened. | 

The Treaty avoids an explicit agreement as to the only important condition as Spee at p. 3 
f—Duty on native Coal brought from one Chinese port to another to be reduced. ~; 

The whole duty yielded was Tls. 554 in 1867 ; and under any circumstances it is hardly a 

measure which the Chinese Government can take credit foras a concession to foreigners. 

The increased Duty on Silk is met by the following :-— 
a—Wu-hu, on the Yang-tsze-kiang, to be opened. 7 

This is good in its way, but insignificant. 
b—Foreign grain may be re-exported without duty. 

It certainly did not require a Treaty to amert that right. 
e— Dock stores are to be free of duty. 

ee ee suiicnasimiaicin: Heectbeaibiela Seeietlie, 
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d—Duty Free goods to be revised. 
e—-Foreign Coal and Guano to be imported free of duty. 
The duty collected on Foreign Coal i in 1867 was Tis. 5 ,672, on Guano Tis. 5,941; total, 
Tis. 11,613. 

f—Duty on Watches, Pepper, Tin Plates and Timber to be reduced. 
The aggregate of these duties for 1867 was Tls. 30,766. 

The new Convention, therefore, contemplates burdening foreign trade on the two items—Opium 
and Silk—to the extent of Tls. 1,650,000 per annum with no adequate equivalent in trading facilities, 
and with no further concession in kind than areduction in duty on articles, the total duty on which 
did not exceed, in 1867, Tis. 42,833. 

In fact they are no equivalents at all, and the Silk and Opium clauses are exacted by the Chinese 
as pure and simple concessions. 

And indeed taking the Treaty as a whole it is plain that the concessions it secures to the Chinese, 
or more correctly speaking, the burdens it imposes on trade, are of the most substantial character, 
amounting in money alone to the sum of Three million Taels annually ; whereas the counter-balancing 
concessions to trade are, as far as can be judged, of comparatively little value. 

The Chamber would beg further respectfully to observe in connection with the fact that several yy. Supplementary 
of the provisions in the proposed Treaty are less favourable to British Trade than those of the fount pt 
Treaties with the various Western powers now in force, that it is advised that the “favoured nation Treaty powers 
clause ” (Art. I of the Supplementary Convention) cannot have a retrospective effect in favour of omy ai 3 pita 
British subjects. That is to say, the definitive surrender of a privilege existing under the Treaties disadvantage. 
of 1858, or a new obligation voluntarily undertaken on behalf of British subjects alone, will debar 
them from thereafter claiming the benefits of previous Treaties which they had in fact abandoned, 
even though other nationals might continue in the enjoyment of them. The result therefore of the 
ratification of the Supplementary Convention by H. M. Government, without identical concessions 
being made simultaneously by all the other powers will be either to transfer the Trade in Silk and 
Opium, and perhaps also in manufactured goods, from the hands of British to those of merchants of 
other nationalities, or to compel the British merchant to resort to the device of transacting his 
business in the name of some foreign employé, both results being unsatisfactory in the extreme. 

If, after these frank expressions of opinion by the Chamber of Commerce, H. M. Government 
shall decide on adopting this Treaty, the Chamber would further urge this one condition, that it be 
made terminable at short notice should the misgivings of the Chamber prove to be well-founded. 


I have the honour to be, 
My. Lord, 
Your most obedient and very humble servant, 


A. MICHIE, 


Chavrman. 


es 
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TRANSIT DUES. 


Memorandum upon Transit Dues for the consideration of the Shanghai 
Chamber of Commerce. 


In a consideration of the bearing of Article 28 of the Treaty of Tientsin upon the question 
of Transit. Dues, it is quite impossible to overlook the terms of Article 10 of the Treaty of 
Nanking, and the subsequent disefissions between the Chinese Authorities and the Consuls at 
the Treaty Ports, regarding internal exactions upon foreign trade. The text of Article 10 of 
the Treaty of Nanking declares, that ‘‘ the Emperor further engages that, when British mer- 


“* chandize shall have once paid, at any of the ports, the regulated Customs and dues, agreeably. — 
‘to the Tariff to be hereafter fixed, such merchandize may be conveyed by Chinese merchants 


“to any province or city in the interior of the.empire of China, on paying a further amount— 


“ as-transit dues, which shall not exceed per cent on the tariff value of such goods.” 

If language can be said to be capable of any definite meaning, the terms of this clause 
apply to British merchandize, as such, without reference to its immediate ownership, and no 
other supposition than that it was foreign trade generally, and not the individual foreign mer- 
chant particularly, which was intended to be protected, is reconcileable with the remonstrances 
which, from time to time, were directed by H. M. Consuls to the Chinese authorities on the 
subject of transit dues, and the negotiations regarding them, which took place between the 


signature of the Treaty of Nanking and the proposed settlement of the question by Art. 28 of. 


the Treaty of Tientsin. 

In point of fact, as neither imports nor exports, previously to the Treaty of Tientsin, with 
very few exceptions, were sent into or received from the interior on foreign account, the re- 
monstrances of the Consuls must have been directed against the exactions on articles of mer- 
chandize, the subject of foreign trade while in Chinese hands; the principle of the general 
freedom of that trade from arbitrary local imposts being as indisputable a deduction from the 
text of the Treaty as it is consonant with justice and good policy. The British Government 
undoubtedly had in view the advancement of British trade, which it desired to free from irre- 
gular and prohibitive taxation by the same stipulation which secured to the Chinese Govern- 
ment a revenue, based upon a liberal scale of maritime duties and a fair system of internal 
isvies. The terms of the Treaty of Tientsin are also quite in accordance with this principle. 

The preamble of Clause 28 cites Art..10 of the Nanking Treaty, and declares that the 
neglect of the Chinese authorities to comply with its provisions had beon the occasion of con- 
stant complaint on the part of British merchants, as being the cause—not of loss to the indivi- 
dual, but of “‘ detriment to trade.” 

It is most important to keep this point steadily in view, in presence of the distinction 
sought to be maintained between legal dues leviable upon articles of foreign trade actually in 
foreign hands, and legal dues upon articles of foreign trade in Chinese hands. It appears to 
be held, in influential quarters, that the Chinese authorities have the right, so far as Foreigners 
are concerned, to tax regularly or irregularly, under Imperial enactment, or at the will of the 
local officials, articles of Import to or Export from China, so long as they are in native hands, 
and that the application of Transit Passes to articles of foreign trade, not actually owned at 
the time of the issue of such passes by a foreigner, is a ‘fraudulent evasion” of legitimate 
duties, The Chamber, on the other hand, considers that Article 28 of the Tientsin Treaty, in 
connection with the preceding negotiations, and Article 10 of the Nanking Treaty, which is 
still in foree, was intendedfo free articles of foreign trade, Import or Export, from all irregu- 


lar exactions, and to subject thena to a fixed scale of duties—that the system of Transit Passes — 


was established, not so much for the protection of the individual foreigner, as for the pro- 
tection of foreign trae ge: nerally ¢ ; and not for the emancipation of that trade from legal dues, 
but as a provision against its being mee the subjest of illegal and arbitrary exactions. To 


adopt the theory which Sir R. ALcock supports, would be to recognize the principle ofa 


fee FD 
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differential scale of transit duties between places in the interior and the port of import or ex- 
port, in favour of the foreigner, and to the disadvantage of the native—a course of policy 
which, besides being eminently unjust, could not be expected to result otherwise than in 


complete failure. 


The terms of the 28th clause of the Tientsin Treaty, after noticing the sudden and arbi- 
trary charges, which, in contravention of the stipulations of the Nanking Treaty, had been 
imposed upon imports to and exports from Chinese ports, while in Chinese hands, and in 
course of transit to and from places in the interior, provide that the Chinese authorities shall, 
within four months after the signing of the treaty, on the requisition of any British Consul, 
declare what transit dues are legally leviable between any consular port and any given inland 
market, and as a special safeguard to foreigners, place at the option of British subjects the 
privilege of Transit Passes covering all goods, import or export, from further taxation, which 
shall have pid at the port of entry a fixed commutation of 24 per cent ad valorem in addition 
to the maritime dues. | | 

Thus Article 10 of the Nanking Treaty, and Article 28 of the Tientsin Treaty, considered 
together, seem to place it beyond question : 

Ist.—That merchandize, the subject of aie trade, shall be liable only to a fixed scale 
of inland duties. - 

2nd.—That an ad valorem duty of 2; per cent is a fair commutation of all such inland 
dues. 

It is not easy to understand why the system of transit passes was not made applicable 
to articles of foreign trade without reference to ownership; and possibly the framers of the 
treaty may have desired to avoid a display of unusual interference between the Emperor and 
his subjects, but it is more likely that Lorp Exary considered his measure would be effective 
to secure the-desired end. It is, as has been already said, impossible to suppose that he 
intended to drive all the internal traffic of the country into foreign hands, which must be the 
result of any effective regulation which would give foreigners the privilege of trading at a 
lower rate of taxation than the natives, and it is equally impossible to believe that he meant 
the clause to be ineffective. It is more than probable that he believed the privilege in ques- 
tion, in conjunction with the privilege of residence, would compel the Chinese Government 
to adopt a regular and fixed scale of internal dues on the basis of the 2} per cent commutation ; 
and in point of fact the measure has been not altogether unsuccessful in producing this result. 
In the provinces where transit passes are respected, say in Chekiang, in Hoonan, and in 
Keangsoo, the dues levied on merchandize, the subject of foreign trade, are much lower, and 
are more regularly levied, than in provinces where the issue of transit passes has been found 
useless. However this may be, it can hardly be doubted that the intention of the Treaty was 
that foreign trade, under the protection or otherwise of transit passes, should be liable to a 
fixed scale of internal and maritime dues, but should, at the same time, be exonerated from 
liability to irregular and arbitrary exactions in transitu, or at the port of entry or shipment. 
And if Transit passes guarantee the regular payment of all legal dues, where is the *‘ fraudu- 
lent evasion” of the Chinese Revenue laws which the application of the protection to mer- 
chandize, the subject of foreign trade, but owned by Chinese, is alleged to involve ? 

If an evasion at all, is it not but an evasion of illegitimate and irregular levies, certainly 
unjustifiable i in, cases where the pass is issued upon a false declaration, but unjustifiable only 
qua the falsity of declaration, not unjustifiable in respect to obligations to the Chinese Govern- 
ment. Srz Rorreryorp Axcock’s argument that the fraud is proved by the desire of the 
Chinese tir buy ‘Traiisit ~passes, is somewhat analogous to the argument that a man who engages 
the services of a constable to protect his house from robbers must necessarily be hiring a bravo 
to pillage the property of his neighbours. _ 

_ Transit passes may be classed under three heads. ee ae 

 1st.—Thcse applicable to foreign imports sent into the intagjor, ae ; | 
2nd.—Those applicable to Chinese produce exported to foreign countries, 
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3rd.—Those applicable to Chinese produce exported to coast ports in foreign vessels. 

There is a fourth class, applicable to Chinese produce brought down from the interior to 
a treaty port, and sold on the spot for local consumption or for export in native vessels, but 
the instances of the employment of transit passes in this way, even if they have ever occurred, 
must be so few as not to be worth attention. de clit 

With regard to the first class, it can hardly be doubted that a foreigner is justified in 
sending foreign imports to the interior under the protection of a pass, even though he may 
have lost a complete right of property in them in a legal sense. He may send for instance. 
Grey Shirtings hence to Soochow on payment of a certain duty. Ergo, he may sell them 
deliverable there, or what amounts to the same thing, he may furnish the buyer of them with 
a transit pass even though the buyer has paid for them. It does not require casuistical rea- 
soning to defend the morality of a proceeding such as this. 

In the case of the second elass, the process is inverted, and there can be no injustice to 
the Chinese Revenue in the transmission of silk and tea intended for exportation from the 
interior to the coast under the protection of transit passes, which can be obtained only on the 
‘payment of all legal dues. Passing by for the present the question of an absolutely false 
declaration, the difficulty may be noted of defining with exactness the limits of rights of pro- 
perty which surely, when no revenue fraud is compassed, may be stretched without guilt to 
extreme points, especially under the consideration that foreigners have a prospective beneficial 
interest in the whole export. 

The third class demands more consideration, and it is open to question how far the treaty 
intended transit passes to be applied to Chinese produce not sent out of China, but bearing in 
mind the principle that the system was established for the general protection of foreign trade, 
foreign trade can hardly be more accurately defined than by its dist. :guishing liability to pay 
a foreign trade tax. Merchandize shipped by a foreign vessel from one Chinese Port to an- 
other under a transit pass, pays, firstly the legal internal duties, secondly the maritime export 
duty, thirdly the coast trade duty. The sum of all these taxes far exceeds the sum of all the 
duties levied upon the same produce brought down from the interior without a pass, and ship- 
ped away in a junk, and so far from the Chinese revenue being injured by the process, it is 
materially benefitted. It may be urged that the preduce may be brought down under wansit 
passes and not shipped through the foreign Customs, but practically this is not the dase. 
Whenever a branch of trade has been sufficiently important to make transit passes worth 
securing, the export of the produce, which is the subject of it, takes place almost wholly if 
not wholly in foreign vessels. It is stated that Ningpo is the port where the sale of transit 
passes has taken place most prominently, and that cotton is the article to which they have 
been applied. Now it is a fact that all, or almost all, the cotton which arrives at Ningpo is 
shipped away either to the Yangtze or Southern Ports in foreign vessels, and it may confi- 
dently be affirmed that the protection which these transit passes afford to the trade is in no 
little degree the guarantee of its existence. ; 

Without it, the export of cotton from Ningpo would at all events be largely biadewede 
and the revenue therefore of the Chinese Government, derived from the issue of transit passes, 
is far greater and more cheaply collected than if the ‘‘ fraudulent evasion ” of illegal levies 
did not occur. 

» The Chamber, it is to be presumed, is far from defending the practice of selling transit 
passes, or from asserting the morality of a false declaration. It will no doubt repudiate on 
the part of its mémbers‘the assumption that foreign merchants in China are not governed in 
their transactions by conceptions of integrity as high as that of any commercial body in the 
world; but in face of the irregularity of Chinese taxation, the rooted disorder of provincial 
finance, the injustice and oppression of arbitrary levies by Government officials on goods in 
transitu, the Chamber cannot do otherwise than regard with favour a system which evokes 
order out of disorder, and anges trade by the means which also secures to the Government 
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the revenue to which it is legally entitled, and it is not called upon to view with much harsh 

ness a verbal fraud which, rendered possible only by the clumsy phraseology, or the imperfect 

development of the plan of the Treaty, defrauds no one of any just right, and carries into effect 

the object which the framers of the Treay had in view. 

A man can hardly state the thing that is not, even though he may consider the statement 
io be made as a matter of form or in furtherance of a good end, without being more or less 
demoralized, and the falsity of a declaration regarding transit dues is undoubtedly an evil, but 
an ‘evil which is purely subjective in its consequences. 

--The system does not injuriously affect the legi. mate rights of the Chinese Government 
or sieaihil but on the contrary subserves and promotes them, and therefore the aim of treaty 
revision should be directed, not to withdraw the privilege of tr..nsit passes, but to so extend i its 
operation, that the scandal which a partial development encourages may be removed. 

The obvious remedy for the existing evil is the legalised application of transit passes to 
all articles of foreign trade by whomsoever owned, the test of foreign trade being its subjection 
to a foreign trade tax. 

The objections to be anticipated may be considered under three heads. 

Istly.—On account of the interference with the Emperor’s provogative, which the limita- 
tion of his powers to tax his own subjects would involve. 

2ndly.—That a settled commutation of internal dues would cause the means of taxaiion 
to be fixed when the fiscal practice of provincial governments is to make them elastic. 

3rdly.—On account of the difficulty in administration which would attend a discrimina- 
tive taxation on produce purchased in the interior, and intended for export in foreign bottoms, 
and on produce intended for-sale on the spot, or for export in junks. 

The first objection is one of form and particular precedent, rather than of principal. 


The Emperor limited his prerogative, when he assented to the exterritoriality clause Of the. 


i, 
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Treaty, and it is just as open to him to limit his powers as regards persons as it is to concéde \ 


rights as regards land. But in common with many states, the Emperor also limited his pre- 
- rogative as regards persons when he granted a fixed Maritime Tariff on Imports and Exports, 
and in principle there is no distinction between an undertaking by tceatv not to levy 1 more than 
a fixed duty on a piece of Shirtings, owned by Chinese, imported into Shanghai, and an 
undertaking by treaty not to levy more than a fixed duty upon a piece of Shirtings, owned by 
Chinese, sent from Shanghai to Foochow. The objection, therefore, has no force. 

The second objection may be considered as a knot cut through by the swords of the two 
Treaties, but never properly untied. It must be admitted that in a question of the regulation 
of internal daties on merchandize, the subject of foreign trade, the interests of the Chinese 
Government and people are to be kept prominently in view, it being neither the desire nor 
consistent with a sound policy of foreign governments, to press the progress of foreign trade, 
by means which would involve revolution in a society, the elements of which are beyond their 
control. But it cannot be denied that the regulation of internal duties would be beneficial to 
the national interests, and this being so, the method remains for consideration, there being 
three courses open for adoption: 


uy 


Xie 


lst.—They may be variable by a proclamation of the Viceroy, with or without the con- 


currence of the foreign Consular authorities, .. 

2nd.—They may be variable by a proclamation of the central authority’ at Peking, with 
or without the concurrence of the foreign Ministers. 

3rd.—They may be commuted to a fixed duty. 

The two first named proposals suggest a variety of grave objections which render them 
altogether untenable, and they may be dismissed for a consideration of the third. 

The advantages to the revenue, and to trade generally, which a fixed scale of taxation 
possesses over varying and uncertain imposts, need not be dilated upon, while that the issue 
of certificates to free merchandize from further levies, on the payment of a single duty, is a 


_ / 
practice familiar to Chinese officials, is to be proved by overwhelming evidence. One instance 
is sufficient, and is ready to hand, in the arrangement betweén the Shanghai Opium Guild 
and the native authorities, whereby opium, which has paid the Lekim and other taxes at 
Shanghai, may pass absolutely free from further impost through all me barriers in the provinces 
of Keangsoo, Nganwhy and Kiangsi. 

A difficulty offered by the competing claims of two or three Vice-regal treasuries, to the 
taxes on goods in transitu, may be met by an equitable division among them of the fixed 
duty. The,unimportance of the revenue derived from internal levies upon foreign trade pre- 
cludes the objection that a fixed duty would seriously injure the security of provincial finance, 
while it may reasonably be argued that the encouragement which a settled tariff and a 
moderate levy would offer to traffic, would prove a fertile source of increasing w ealth to the 
provincial treasuries. 

The question of the amount of duty to be fixed is one not easily settled, and there are 
obvious objections to an indiscriminate levy of a uniform ad valorem rate over the whole country. 

In some provinces the charge incurred may be as unnecessarily heavy, as in others it 
may be unfairly light; and to arrive at a satisfactory settlement, a statement of the legal dues 
levied in each of the 18 provinces might be drawn up by a special commission, or by the 


department of Maritime Customs, upon which might be based an equitable commutation of 


the taxes levied along the main provincial routes. 
The third objection rests upon the administrative difficulty of discriminating between 


produce intended to be exported in foreign vessels, and produce which is the subject of 


purely native trade. 

Under the’ Tientsin Treaty, foreigners have the right to bring down produce from the 
interior under the protection of transit passes, and to dispose of it to natives, but under the 
plan now proposed, transit passes would be issued to natives and foreigners alike, to protect 


produce alone which is guaranteed to be exported in foreign vessels. To provide this guar- 


-—antee-without creating hindrance to trade more or ‘less onerous will perhaps be impossible, 


but in consideration of the difficulties which would be removed, the advantages of the change 
will probably be found to preponderate. At the nearest barrier to the maritime port, the 
merchandize should be detained for a Custom’s permit, which could be obtained on a deposit 
of export dues, or by some better. arrangement, which the experience of the department can 
suggest, to provide for the security of the revenue with the minimum of inconvenience to 
the owner. 

To sum up the advantages of the proposed system, it would appear that— 

lst.—The extension of the privilege of transit passes to the Chinese concerned in foreign 
trade will remove a great scandal by rendering unnecessary false declaration. 

2nd.—Foreign imports, however owned, will be free to traverse the Empire without 
further impost upon payment of a single duty. 

3rd.—Produce for export can be removed from the place of growth to the port of ship- 
ment, similarly freed from taxation in transitu, on payment of.a single duty. The advantages 
of this freedom will be partly counterbalanced by the hindrances which the necessary guarantees 
for the payment of export duty will throw in the way of free transport, but the liberty will 

be optional, and need not be availed of unless irregular duties in transitu are overburthensome. 

~~ 4th.—A_ measure of this kind affording a privilege common to natives and foreigners, 
though restricted to one branch of trade, will afford to the country an example of administra- 
tive reform, which cannot fail to exert a beneficial influence in other departments of the state, 
and may pave the way to more important progress. Hitherto the system of transit passes 
has been viewed with jealousy by all classes throughout the country as an exceptional privilege 
_for the benefit of foreigners, but if it be extended to natives, and be acknowledged by the 
- Government, a great step in the education of the people in fiscal economy will have been 
taken. It is improbable that the measure will be immediately more than partially successful, 
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but if the principle of it be admitted, the Chinese by slow degress will learn their rights and 
claim them. Its operation is imperfect, inasmuch as the transit pass on imports will not 
afford then protection after a parcel has been broken up for distribution, but time and 
experience will probably develop means by which inconsistencies will be removed. 

At all events the cdunter proposition, that all imports and exports should be saddled 
with an. extra duty of 24 per cent, in consideration of which the Imperial Government engage 
to free foreign trade from all internal levies, cannot be accepted by the Chamber. 

The worthlessness of Imperial guarantees is too well-known to admit of reliance being 
placed upon them. The Central Authority cannot control the practice of provincial officials, 
and it will be impossible to furnish evidence of illegal levies. Even if taxation in transitu 
be withdrawn, and no one acquainted with the net work of barriers which impedes all the 
water ways and roads, will believe that, while the sale of offices is a main source of Imperial 
Revenue, withdrawal is possible; the Imperial proclamation may be evaded by an excise duty 
upon the hongs whence imports are distributed, or where produce is collected, just as in the 
case of the hongs in the silk districts, where taxation on silk in excess of the 2} per cent 
commutation, is now notoriously levied. 

Transit passes will doubtless, under any system, for some time to come, and until wide 
spread administrative reform takes place, be also partially disregarded, but if the commuta- 
tion be settled on equitable principles, and the people know that the privilege of them is of 
universal application, the law will by degrees gain foree, and become year by year more and 
more effective. Meanwhile it is an all important condition that the commutation will be 
optional, so that if the system should prove to be a failure the status quo will be preserved, 
but under the proposal which will make commutation compulsory there is the serious draw- 
back, that the failure of the system, which is a certainty, will simply be the addition of 2} 
per cent to the burthens already imposed upon foreign trade. 

It passes the limits of a possible credulity to take for granted that the swarm of unpaid 
officials who now settle on the industry of the country will be prevented, by an Imperial 
proclamation, from levying duties on special articles of merchandize, when they have bought 
a. right to a post which is established for the express purpose of generally taxing goods in 
transitu, or that, through the length and breadth of the country, it will be practicable to obtain 
authentic evidence of sueh taxation. And, if the evidence be obtained, is it to be the evidence 
which will be satisfactory to a British Court of law, or such evidence as fails to substantiate 
cases of grievance like the Sung Yang claims? and if clearly established, and recognized at 
Peking, as in the case of the Nanzing duties, will there be any mode of recovery more speedy 
or effectual than that which has left this claim for eight years unsettled ? 

It may on the contrary reasonably be taken for granted. 

1st.—That in spite of the Imperial proclamation, internal taxation will be levied: much as 
before. 

2nd,—That no sufficient evidence will be forthcoming to establish cases for claim. 

3rd.—That if the proof be obtained, redress will not be certain. 

4th.—That the result will be an addition of a tax of 24 per cent upon foreign trade, 
without adequate consideration. 


Shanghai, 13th September, 1869. 


ARTICLES OF THE TREATIES OF NANKING, TIENTSIN AND THE 
NEW CONVENTION RELATING TO TRANSIT DUTIES. 


Se SS 


TREATY OF NANKING, 1842. 


Art. X.—-His Imperial Majesty the Emperor of China agrees to establish at all 
the ports which are, by the Second Article of this Treaty, to be thrown open for the 
resort of British merchants, a fair and regular Tariff of export and import customs 
and other dues, which Tariff shall be publicly notified and promulgated for general 
information ; and the Emperor further engages, that when British merchandise shall 
haye once paid at any of the said ports the regulated customs and dues, agreeable 
to the Tariff to be hereafter fixed, such~merchandise may be conveyed by Chinese 
merchants to any province or city in the interior of the Empire of China, on payin 
a further amount as transit duties, waich shall not exceed __ per cent. on the ariff 
value of such goods. 


TREATY OF TIENTSIN, 1858. 


Arr. XXVIII—Whereas it was agreed in Article X of the Treaty of Nanking, 
that British imports, having paid the Tariff duties, should be conveyed into the interior 
free of all her charges, except a transit. duty, the amount whereof was not to 
exceed a certain per-centage on tariff value; and whereas no accurate information 
having been furnished of the amount of such duty, British merchants have constantly 
complained that charges are suddenly and arbitrarily imposed by the provincial 
authorities as transit duties upon produce on its way to the foreign market, and on 
imports on their way into the interior, to the detriment of trade ; it is agreed that 
within four months from the signing of this Treaty, at all ports now open to British 
trade, and within a similar period at all ports that may hereafter be opened, the 
authority appointed to superintend the liedies of duties shall be obliged, upon 
application to the Consul, to declare the amount of duties leviable on produce between 
the place of production and the port of shipment, and upon imports between the . 
Consular port in question and the inland markets named by the Consul ; and that a 
notification thereof shall be published in English and Chinese for general information. 

But it shall be at the option of any British subject, desiring to convey produce 
purchased inland to a port, or to convey imports from a port to an inland market, to 
clear his goods of all transit duties, by payment of a single charge. The amount of 
this charge shall be leviable on exports at the first barrier they may have to pass, 
or, on imports, at the port at which they are landed ; and on payment thereof, a 
certificate shall be issued, which shall exempt the goods from all further inland 
e whatsoever. 

t is further agreed, that the amount of this charge shall be calculated, as nearly 
as possible, at the rete of two and a-half per cent. ad valorem, and that it shall be 
fixed for each article at the Conference to be held at Shanghai for the revision of the 
Tariff. 

It is distinctly understood, that the payment of transit dues, by commutation or 
otherwise, shall in no way affect the tarift duties on imports or exports, which will 
continue to be levied separately and in full. 


TREATY OF 1869. 


of i n; on the other hand China agrees that the above mentioned commodi- 
ties imported by British merchants, and havi id Import Duties and Transit Dues 
simul usly at the time of importation, shall be exempt from all other taxes and 
chan , 


whatsoever, in t rt provinces. , 
Art. 1V.—Itis a that Hetive Produce purchased in the interior by British 
Merchants furnished with the documents prescribed by the Supplementary Regulations, 
shall pay all inland dues and chi on its way to the Treaty Ports; on the other 
part China agrees that any such Native produce, having paid all inland dues and 
charges on the way to the port from the place of purchase, shall be entitled to the 
return of any nt ay may have been thus paid over and above the treaty Transit 
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Due (half Export Duty ded thie tation by British Merchants to foreign 
ports: \place within twelve months. It is further agreed that native produce 
Treaty Ports shall not be entitled to such refund. 
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SUPPLEMENTARY CONVENTION 


TO THE 
TREATY OF COMMERCE AND NAVIGATION OF JUNE 1858, 


BETWEEN GREAT BRITAIN AND CHINA. 


SS 


Her Majesty the Queen of the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Ireland, and His Majesty 
the-Emperor of China, desiring to secure the better execution of the Treaty of Commerce concluded 
between them on the 26th of June 1858, have resolved, in accordance with the provisions made in 
the 27th Article to the effect ‘that either of the high contracting parties may demand a further 
revision of the Tariff, and of the Commerejal Articles of that Treaty at the end of 10 years,” to 
negotiate and (make) supplementary arrangemenés, and they have for that purpose named as their 
plenipotentiaries, that isto say, H. M. the Queen of the United Kingdom of Great Britain and 
Ireland, Sir Rutherford Alcock, &.; H. M. the Emperor of China, Foong (? Kung), &.; who after 
having communicated to each other their respective full powers, found in good and due form, have 


agreed upon the following Articles :— 


Art. I.—China having agreed that British subjects shall participate in all advantages accorded by 
treaty to the subjects of other powers, it is further agreed that British subjects desirous to participate in the 
advantages accorded by treaty to the subjects of other powers, shall participate in such advantages on the 
same conditions on which they have been accorded to, and participated in, by the subjects of other powers. 

Art. If.—China having agreed that England may appoint Consuls to reside at every port open to 
trade, it is further agreed that China may appoint Consuls to reside at all ports in the British dominions. 

Art. TII.—It is agreed that articles of the following classes and denominations, namely, Cottons, 
Linens, Woollens and Cotton Mixtures, &c., imported by British merchants, shall pay both Import Duties 
and Transit Dues simultaneously at the time of importation; on the other hand China agrees that the above 
mentioned commodities imported by British merchants, and having paid Import Duties and Transit Dues 
simultaneously at the time of importation, shall be exempt from all other taxes and charges whatsoever, in 
treaty port provinces. 

Art. IV.—It is agreed that Native Produce purchased in the interior by British Merchants furnished 
with the documents prescribed by the Supplementary Regulations, shall pay all inland dues and charges 
on its way to the treaty Ports; on the other part China agrees that any such native produce, having paid all 
inland dues and charges on the way to the port from the place of purchase, shall ¢ entitled to the return 
of any amount that may have been thus paid over and above the treaty Transit Due (half export Duty) 
provided the exportation by British Merchants to foreign ports takes place within twelve months. tt is 
further agreed that native produce shipped to other ‘I'reaty Ports shall not be entitled to such refund. 

Art. V.—It is agreed that Chinese produce shipped from Hongkong to a Treaty Port, shall not be 
carried inland under the Transit Rule but shall pay dyes, dnty and inland charges with all other native 
produce at all barriers passed; on the other part, China agrees to issue to native produce shipped by British 
_ Merchants from Treaty Ports to Hongkong, the ordinary duty proofs, and to collect on such produce on 
their arrival at a second Treaty Port, the ordinary Coast Trade (half import) duty. 

Art, VI.—It is agreed that the port of Wen-chow in Chekiang shall be opened to British Trade, and 
that Kiunchow, named in the treaty of Tientsin shall be removed from the list of T'reaty Ports. 

Art. VII.—It is agreed that British Merchant vessels shall not be called on to pay Tonnage Dues 
oftener than once in four months; on the other part England agrees that British Merchant vessels of every 
description whether used for the transport or storage of merchapdize, or conveyance of passengers, or 
residences (merchant ships,) as well as all crafts of the Chinese type, owned by British subjects, shall pay 
Tonnage Dues according to their tonnage, if trading from port to port, on the expiration of their special 
certificates; and if used as hulks in port, on the expiration of the term of four months,—as the case may be. 

Arr. VIIT.—It is agreed that British Merchant vessels shall report to the customs their port of 
destination and shall hand in Export Manifest when about to clear; on the other part China agrees that 
the amount of any Fine for false manifests where British Merchants are concerned, sliall be determined in 
ide with the ron circumstances, and shall not in any case exceed the sum of the Ils. Five 

undred. 


Art. IX.—It is agreed that in all cases of Fines arising out of breaches of Customs Regulations, tho 
Superintendent or Commissioner of Customs may have a seat.on the bench, and take part with the British 
Consul in enquiring into the case; and in all cases of confiscation arising out of Customs regulations, the 
British Consul may have a seat on the bench with the Superintendent or Commissioner of Customs, and 
take part in enquiring into the case. It is further agreed that England and China shall in consultation 
draw up a Commercial Code. 

Ant. X.—On the one part China agrees to issue licenses to Pilots; on the other part England agrees 
to punish British subjects piloting, or who employ persons s piloting without a license. It is fatthes agree| 
that effect shall be given to the stipylation ef the Treaty of Tientsin * that for the due restraint of the crews 
of ships, Regulations will be drawn up by the Consuls and local Authorities.” 

Art. XI.—It is agreed that drawbacks issued to forsign goods re-export 
to foreign countries within three months from the date of importion shall nvertible (at the Hae-kwan 
Bank) into cash; op the other part England agrees that foreign goods rted by British Merchants 
to foreign countries after the expiration of three years from the date of importation shall not be entitled to 
drawback of import duty. 

Ant. XIT.—It is agreed that Opium shall pay Import Duty at ati increased rate; on the other part 
China agrees— 

(a) That British subjects holding Passports may use their own vessels, resembling Chinese vessels, and 

propelled by oars or sails when visiting non-treaty ports, or places in the interior. 

(b) That Bonded Warehouses shall be established for British subjects at such Treaty Ports as may be. 
expedient. 

(ec) That the Superintendent of Customs at Kiukiang shall provide a Tug for British-owned Chinese- 
like boats on the Poyang in the vicinity of Hn-kow~ 

(da) That Bonds entered into by British merchants for the Re-export of Teas shipped. from the Yang-tze 
ports shall, as an experiment, be done away. with. 

(e) That the laiptaial Commissioner in the South shall open Coal Mines. in two or--three places, anid 
that the Duty. of native coal exported by. British merchants. from the Southera. ports. shall be 
reduced. 

Art, XITI.—It is agreed that Silk shall pay Export Duty at an ingen xate,; on. the other part 

China agrees— 

(a) That Wu-hu in Nganwhui shall be opened to foreig trade. 

(b) That foreign grain may be re- -exported, and without payment of duty, by British, merchants. 

(c) That materials used by British subjects in Docks, for British vessels shall be,exempt from duty. 

(d) That the List of Duties for Goods for British household, use, and, Ships’ Stores, shall, be revised. 

(ce) That Foreign Coal and Guano imported by British merchants shall. be. free ons duty. 

(f) That tmport Duty shall be reduced on Watches , Pepper, (black. and white), Tin Plates and Timber 

imported by British subjects. 

“Art. XIV, —It is agreed that each Custom House shall drawn up rales fixing the touch of Sycee to, be 
received | in pay ment of duties by the Bank at each port. It is further agreed that the various documents 
issued to British subjects (Transit Papers, Passports, &e. Ds 7“ be, returnable at the expiration of one y.eqr 
from the date of issué. 

Art. XV.—It ig agreed. on both parts that.the Articles untouched. by, the.. present Reyision. shall, be 
hereby declared to. be renewed and confirmed, and that the revised _-versjon_ shall rule in the case-of such. 


y British Merchant vessels 


_.)—lC 


‘. Peking as as SOON as possible, 


In witness whereof the Tegpective Plenipotentiaries have signed the present.convention, the Supplemen- 
tary Regulations appended, and the Tariff affecting. ares in Teens. of. which, duties. have been, hereby 


changed; and have affixed hereto their seals. 


Dated at Peking in quadruplicate this 24th day of Oetober, 1869. 


SUPPLEMENTARY RULES AND TARIFF. 


Wuerpas it is expedient that Supplementary Regulations should be dratn up for the better explan- 
ation of the Artieles of this Convention, the Plenipotentiaries do hereby agree tliat tlre appended Tariff and 
Rules, the latter’ being in ten Articles following, shall be equally binding on the Governnient and subjects 


of both countries with the Convention itself. In witness whereof they hereto affix thwir seals ait” 


signatures, 


Rune 1.—The Convention permits ceréainm specifie? commodities of foreign origin to cireufate frecty in treaty. Port 
provinces, without further liability to inland dues or charges on payment simultaneously of Import Doty and Transit Hues 
at the time of Importation-~whea taken inland by British Merchants in persow or by Chivese, the Agents of Dritish Mer 
chaits, or by Chinese purchasers, while the British Merchant will be required, as provide, by the Treaty of Tiertsin, to- 
travel provided. with the usuel pasaperts, the commodities aforesabl. may be conveyed unaccompanied by any Transit 
certifiease: ans may ke sold. freely and at pleasure along the road without being im any placd culled on to pay farther dues 
and duties or inland.charges. The various-custema’ stations passed by such commodities will, however, make stich examin - 
ation ag is usual, in order to provide against fraudulent substitution. and. the transport of prohibitetl articles. 

(2;) With the exception.of those-classes of commoadisies whieh are te pay Import Duty and Trarsit Dues sitnitene- 
ously, all other foreign, Merehandiza, earried inland. will. cantinue to be: exempt from al] dues, duties and Cliirges en rote, 
provided, having paid full. Import. Duty on Importation and the Tariff Transit. Due when leaving the’ port to enter the 
interior, if, ig found, to. be aecompanied by the ordinary proof of payment. of Transit Does, namely, a Pransit Certificnte. 
Such goods will be liable te all Duas, Duties and Charges, whenever found inland unaceempanied by Transit Certificates; 
both, British, and Chinese Merchants will he treated in.accordange. withthe. provisions herein. set, fertlr., 

(3.) When the commodities apesified im the firek elauseof this Rule: ave carried: inland in: Trewty- Port. provinces: by 
either British or Chinese merchants, and when such commodities are accompanied by other forcign merchandize of the class 
provided for in the second clause of this Rule; the latter merchundize will be lialilé to all inland dues, duties or charges, if 
not provided with Transit Certificates. Failures to reportthepresence of: any such uncertified merchandize when passing 
Customs’ stations, or any attempt to defraud by carrying native produce in that guise, will subject all the goods of the 
same description to seizure and confiscation. 

(4.) When commodities of the kind specified in the frst.clayseof this Rule, and which simultaneously paid Import 
Duty and Transit Dues, are to be conveyed by either British or Chinese Merchants to non-treaty port provinces; Transit 
Certificates should be provided from the Customs at the port started from, on thefaee of which will- le distinctly set forth 
the name and the place for which the said commodities are destined.. Gn the way from the port.te the. plage thus set forth 
onAhe certificate, such.certificated commodities will be exempt from all liability to inland eharges,. duesand duties ; but 
in the event of it being, discovered by any customs’ station that may make examination, that the Merchatdize contained 
in the packages is different from the commodity set forth in the certificate, or that the certifieate is.for a less quantity 
than it is accompanied, by, the goods concerned will be confiscated, Qn the arrival of duly certificated: commodities at the 
place set forth, the certificate will Gecome invalid_and the.comm@ilities: having arrived at.their place of. destination will be 
liable to whatever inland charges, dues-aanil duties thelacality they: are. found.in.colleets,. and will thenceforth be treated 
like native produce in the localities concerned, . 


RULE IJ.—British Merchants whether, goingcim persom.or! sending: Ciuinese: Agents: into the interior fir the purchase of 
native produce should obtain from the customs a memorandum. The:tiative: producerwibbbe: liable: to: all inland charges, 
dues and duties on the way of the port, just like any other Chinese goods in Chinese hands. On the other hand each 
Customs’ Station or Barrier will be required to certify to the_receipt.of the amount of dues, duties or charges there collected, 
by making an official and duly sealed entry on the face of the blank memorandum. Any sale in trangitu of the native 
produce to which the blank memorandum refers will be punishable in aecordance.with-the. regulations. 


(2.) On the arrival of sueh. native produce, atthe last.barrier. the merchant is¢v.report:its arrival to tle Commissioner 
of Customs and the goeds are to await examination.. The»memovaniym bronght: baal: from- the» interior is to be, at the 
same time deposited withthe customs. Should such. native:ppedace be: exported te:axforeign port (Mongkong excepted) 
within 12 months from the date of the arrival, the exporter will at the time of exportation pay the ysual duty, aud as 
regards inland charges, while on the one hand the exporter will be called on to make up the amount by which the sums 
entered on the memorandum fall short of the Treaty-Transit-Due- (half export duty), on the other, the Customs will refund 
to the exporter the amount by which such sums may be found to exceed the Treaty Trapsit Dues, Should the produce be 
shipped for conveyance to a Treaty Port, no make up will be called for and no refund allowed. Assan 


RULE I1L—Foreign Goods re-exported to a foreign country within 36 months of the date of arrival, if found to be in 
their original packages, with marks and numbers unchanged, will be entitled to receiye the refund of the sum paid as 
import duty, by a drawback, which shall be a valid tender for payment of other duties (tonnage dues excepted.) Goods 
re-exported after the expiretion of the said 36 months shall not be entitled to receive drawbacks. Meanwhile, as regards 
native produce, drawbacks for coast trade duty will continue to be paid when the produce is re-shipped. After the 
expiration of that term, native produce will not be entitled to any drawback of coast trade duty. 


Rue IV.—British merchants will be allowed one month’s grace for the return of such documents as they have taken 
out when going inland (Passports, Transit papers, kc.) All such documents to become invalid on the expiration of 12 
months from the date of issue, and if not returned within 13 months.from that date, the applications of the parties 
ws for the documents will not be attended to. 


Rute V.—At such of the Treaty ports as may-be expedient, Bonded Warehouses shall be established, and regulations 
for their working will be drawn up by the Inspector General of Customs and the Superintendent of the Port concerned. 
When sufficient reasons for the non-establishment of such Bonded Warehouses exists, they will not be introduced, 


Rue VI.—tThe Supetintendent of Customs at Kiukiang will provide a steam-tag for the use of British merchants on 
the Poyang Lake, and between Hankow and Kiukiang. The tug in question will be for the towing of British-owned vessels 
of the Chinese type, and a tariff of fees will be published, in accordance with which, merchants whose boats may be towed, 
will pay the Kiukiang Customs for that service. 


tuLE VIL—British merchants who may go inland duly provided with passperts to sell foreign goods, purchase native 
produce, or carry native produce into the interior, for sale, are permitted to use their own vessels, if of Chinese type and 
propelled by sails or oars, and when in the interior, are further permitted te rent for short periods hotels or private houses 
where they may store their goods, but on which they are not to exhibit their hong name or the style of their firm. Native 
produce purchased in the interior and entered on the memorandum for conveyance to the port, must not be sold in the 
interior, In the case of the inns or private houses thus rented from the Chinese, the British merchant is not to tnterfere 
to protect the landlord from the incidence of the taxes or charges for which this house or property is assessable. The 
Chinese of the locality are not to annoy or molest the British merchant, and proclamations setting forth all that, have been 
prepared and will be sent to the Governor-Generals and Governors of the provinees, for publication everywhere, 

As regards vessels of the Chinese type, owned by British merchants and sent by them te go to non-treaty ports, or 
places in the interior’ such vessels must be registered at the Custom Hoyse, when the Commissioner of Castoms will issue a 
certificate of registration, and the flag to be sailed under, the certificate to be countersigned by the Superintendent. Such 
vessel must exhibit the flag received from the Customs, and comply with the special rules and regulations drawn up for 
their management. Every vessel unprovided with certificate of registration, detected in the fraudulent use of a flag 
resembling the Customs’ flag, or flying the house-flag of any foreign mercantile firm, or haying @ certificate and flying the 
flag of any foreign country, will be subject, with her cargo, to confiscation. oe 


RuLE VIIL.—The Imperial Coramissioner superintending fereign affairs ia the Nerth will enquire into the condition of 
Kin Yung, Lo'ping and Keloong, and will depute officers te work the mines at these places as an experiment; the 
question of the employment of foreigners to assists in mining and of using tereign machinery will be left to be given effect 
to by the Imperial Commissioner. The coals produced will be forsale to British and Chinese Merchants without distinction. 


Rue [X.—The Rules appended to the tariff attached to the treaty of Tientsin enumerates the articles that are to be 
admitted free of duty for household use and as ships’ stores, and a revised List is to be drawn up by the Irispector-General 
of Customs and will be hereto appended, of the articles that are thus to be admitted free, for the use of British subjects. 
Shouldsuch articles be carried inland they will be dutiable ia aceordanee with the rule and praetice that formerly obtained. 


into such bonds as the Customs in question may 2onsider sufficient for the protection of the revenue. A List of the articles 
to be imported, duty free, will be prepared by the Inspector of Customs and appended hereto. 


TA RIitF'F. 
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Watches, mounted with Pearls .......... eat sstike eens éj.teeee per pair 4.5.0 
Watchesp@old -.........6.....5.c000 St. ivi gmasloccinacivceeiaeinuasanaleicen reveeestperpair 1.0.0 
Wabeben, GEV... ccncccvessescneiecscenesceccescocsasce qnosenennonanse cveverccstenesoeoess --perpair 0.5.0 
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PR SINR icon vekhcdeek ovcnescinnicswsisrneceticsenebtneveeimenisasential eraeorcoressee perpicul 0.4.0 


Pepper, Black ............. susiesissbsucusiacubees pigpicieensenbbekin seneetianrteodiineniares perpicul 0.2.0 
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Grain, Beans, Foreign Coals—free, whether imported or exported, but to 
take out permits in accordance with Custom-House Regulations. 

Lumber—reduction to be made after full enquiry in Shanghae. — 

Opium—per 100 catties, Tis. 50; and to be dealt with in aecordance with 


the special rules respecting that drug. 


EXPORT. | 
wt T.M.C. 
Silk—Raw and Thrown, per 100 catties..........c..ccccesessecssereessececsecenccess vossonpenne Se 
Silk—Yellow Szechuen, per 100 catties....:..........00..00 pina isiiviaiennsint senessauntions weres 10.0.0 
Coals, Native—at Southern Ports, per 100 catties.............. siimndsiponsetiatbhetes wee O05 
At Northern Ports, per 100 catties...........ccccsessescecseccosssecenrecces O04 
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